










































































FREE residential drop off of these acceptable items:

Televisions Mobile Phones

Computers (& Laptops) Fax Machines

Computer Monitors MP 3 Players

Keyboards, Mice, Cables PDA’s

Zip Drives Video Game Consoles

Printers & Scanners LIMIT 10 ITEMS PER RESIDENT
VCR/DVD Players
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April 20, 2010

Many opinions have been expressed about the Olympian Drive project. As the person who has owned
property in the proposed project area the longest, | would like to share my point of view.

In the 52 years | have had the benefit of living in this rural neighborhood, | never dreamed that the dirt
road outside my house would turn to oil and chip, Interstate 74 would be built and many industries and
businesses such as Supervaluy, lllini Fire Equipment Co., United Parcel Service, the recycling plant, Coca
Cola, a cement company, an asphalt company, a transfer station and an emulsification plant would be
built so close to where | live.

At this point in my life, | know that progress can’t be stopped and where the needs of the larger
community are concerned, progress will always win. Most people would accept the inevitable change.

Having worked against the proposed landfill in my neighborhood over 25 years ago that would have
claimed acres of productive farmland (including my family’s land) and having fought against the
Clympian Drive project in the late 1990s, | have come to appreciate the fact that local government and
their planning bodies do, in fact, listen to local residents.

When the Olympian drive project was first presented to the public, the original plan would have claimed
my home and several others. Those planning the project listened to residents and proposed three
alternatives for the road. The alternatives were discussed by residents; in fact, residents voted on which
proposal was the most acceptable to them. The plan that was eventually chosen took no one’s home,
and most people were appreciative of that fact.

Now comes opposition to a project that was settled long ago. The first clue | had that opposition to the
road was resurfacing was in July 2009, when | was invited to Prairie Fruits Farm for a meeting of local
residents. | had a conversation with Wes Jarrell, co-owner of Prairie Fruits Farm, and | asked him if he
had been told about the road project before he purchased his farm ground. He acknowledged that he
was told about the road and its proximity to the property he was considering buying, but yet he went
ahead with his purchase. ’

it seems that the current opposition is coming most strongly from those who have lived in this area for
the shortest amount of time. Others who are also new to this rural area also knew about the project
before purchasing their land,, yet now are leading the opposition to the project.

As one-third owner of Squire Farms, which has been in existence since the early 1900s, | now support
the Olympian Drive project. | do so because, contrary to misinformation, the project would only take
102 acres of farmland out of production, not 1,600 acres, as some opponents are claiming.

Property owners who give up their land would be well compensated and, other than for the road right
of way, nobody would be forced to sell their land or to give up farming.



We need better roads in unincorporated north Urbana — in part, because the goat farm is already
generatmg more traffic than our township roads were meant to hold.

The project would have other benefits. Once improved, Olympian Drive will be maintained by the city of
Urbana, giving rural residents more reliable snow removal in winter months.

Olympian Drive also would give farmers a more direct route to The Andersons grain elevators, and
would make it easier for emergency vehicles to get to our area.

These are facts, not fiction. | believe Olympian Drive would benefit the north Urbana area and the
community as a whole, and it’s got my support.

Sincerely, j
Shlm ‘

3913 N. Lincoln Ave., Champaign.
643-2855



County board members:
| support the Olympian Drive project. Here are some interesting facts | have come across:

e Only 77 acres of land will be used for road right of way between U.S. 45 and the Canadian
National railroad tracks.

¢ | believe the road would only enhance the business of the project’s main opponent, Prairie Fruit
Farms, as they would be so close to a large intersection, Lincoln Avenue and Olympian Drive.

¢ |'m sure my neighbors would use Olympian Drive — a lot of them go to Ford-Harris Road now to
get to North Prospect Avenue.

e  Prairie Fruits Farms is now using both sides of Lincoln for customer parking for their weekend
events. | don’t think that’s right for the other people in the area.

e [l give them credit for the great PR work Laura Huth is doing to get Prairie Fruits Farm free
advertising.

e No one will be forced to sell their land for anything other than road right of way.

Shirley Squire
Squire Farms



