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Attorneys at Law

411 West University Avenue
Champaign, Illinois 61820
217·351-4040
Mailing Address:
P.O Box 1098
Champaign, Illinois 61824·1098 November 24, 2009
FAX: 217·351-4314

John Hall
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals
Brookens Center
1776 East Washington Street
Urbana, IL 61802

RE: Case 645-S-09
Robert and Barbara Gerdes

Dear Mr. Hall:

SAM ERWIN (1935.2002)
RICHARD C. KIRBY (1948·2009)

JAMES A.MARTINKUS
PAULR COLE
SARAH B. TINNEY
JEFFERY B. WAMPLER
R.MICHAEL BROWN
JEFFREY L. HAYS
RICK W. AEILTS

ANNE M. MARTINKUS
MIKE McCORMICK
CARRIE B.BOYD
DAVID C. STEIGMANN
Paralegals
CAROLYN S. PITTS CLA
SHANNON R- NONMAN

A continued hearing in the referenced matter is scheduled for December 3,2009.
I have enclosed 10 copies of correspondence recently obtained from Mr. Ty Trisler who
owns and operates an air strip at the southern edge of Vance Township in Vermilion
County. Attached to each copy of his correspondence is a map on which I have
highlighted his air strip and the RLA proposed in the referenced case.

Much of the discussion involved in the referenced case has centered on a
concern on the part of the Petitioner that recent closure of an available landing strip and
the lack of a substitute landing strip have prompted the Petition. I would appreciate it if
you would provide the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals a copy of the enclosed
correspondence and map so that they may be advised that a substitute air strip is
available for the use of the Petitioner.

Also enclosed is communication received from Mr. Andrew Larson,
Superintendent of Heritage School District No.8. This information is also provided for
consideration by members of the Board.

By copy of this letter and its enclosures, I am making this information available to
the Petitioner.

PRC/tr
Enclosures
cc: Mr. Jed Gerdes
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PAUL R. COLE



To whom it may concern.

We own and operate an ai r strip in southern Vance Township , \ cu u ilion C OUHtY . in tlu:

past. we have allowed custom appli cators to use our air strip . providing tha t triey provide
proof of insurance and list us as additional insured. ~'e will continue to prov ide this
service for as long as the strip is in operation.

Respectfully

~~/y- /~
o

Ty Trisler

Trisler Farms
3746 E. 800 North.
Fairmount, IL 61841
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Heritage School District #8
~~~@jJ~m~~

Andrew Larson, Superintendent
e-mail address:alarson@usa.net

Board ofEducation:
David Bosch - Pres .
Bruce Block - V Pres.
Crystal Allen
John Lannon
Shannon Patterson
KeithRohl
Kevin Wienke

Nov ember 24, 2009

Dear Mr. Cole,

I am writing to advocate for the Heritage School District, as well as, the communities in our
school district regarding the development of the proposed wind farms that ma y be plac ed within our
boundaries. I understand the importance of zoning rules and regulations but I fear that if individuals
make attempts to stop these farms from being developed, the companies will move outside of our
boundaries, thus giving economic development away that could have benefited our communities and
school district. I truly feel that the deve lopment of this project in So uthem Champaign County will put
us on the map as a player in regards to cutting edge eco-friendly technology that will produce energy
courtesy of our natural surroundings . I have spoken with community members in and around our school
district and all conversations have been extremely positive . I hope that you can use the attached
information to inform those individuals, which will make zoning decisions, of the importance of this
opportunity and what it wi ll mean to all parties involved.

We are a small rural school dis trict of 540 students that covers approx imatel y 105 square miles.
Unfortunately we must continue to look for funding avenues outside of state funding sources because of
the State of Illinois funding deficits. This wo uld allow for additional dollars to be generated that is not
directl y impacting property taxes of our home and land owners . If you have questions, please do not
hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Andrew Larson, Superintendent

PO BOI260
Broadlands, lllinois 61816
(217) 834-3392 FAX: (217) 834-3016



Wind Turbin e - Tax calculation
Rul es

Fair cash value per MW is $360,000
Take that amount times Cl'I after first year.
Depreciation of 2-4% per each MW (maximum Depreciation 70%)
Divided by 33 1/3 assessed value
Times Aggregate Tax Rate
Gives you estimated real estate tax.

Example: First year Tax calculation

$360,00 0 per IMW equ als
divide by 33 1/3 % (assessed value)
times aggregate tax rate

$360,000 (Fair Cash Value)
$120,000 per 1MW

4.53 (Heritage tax rate)

$5436 per 1M W

Sample: Second year and eyery yea r after - Tax Calculation

$360,000 per MW tim es Cl'I; minus 4% depreciation per MW; divided by 33 1/3
Assessed Va lue; times Tax Rate.

$360,000 per IMW
x 1.030 Cl'I (this is an exampl eo of the Cl'I)

$3 70,800
14,382 - 4% depreciation

$35 6,41 8 evaluat ion pe r IMW
/ 33 1/3 %

$ 118,794 Assessed eval uati on per MW
x 4.5 3 Her itage tax rate

$5381.36 per MW

Remember, this mon ey is put into each Fund based on the Fund Tax Rate.
Most Wind Turb ine towe rs are 1.2, 1.5 or 2 MW, so the form ula will have to be
adjusted. So a 1.5 MW wou ld generate approx . $9 16 1 per 1.5 MW tower for
Heri tage School District.


