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The coroner's office conducts comprehensive and professional death investigations to 

determine the cause and manner of death for cases which fall within the jurisdiction of 

the coroner. This is accomplished through the continued cooperation between the 

coroner, law enforcement agencies, health care professionals, and the public. 

There were a total of 1545 deaths in Champaign County for the year ending December 

3 1,2004. This represents a decrease of five deaths fkom calendar year 2003. A decrease 

in total deaths from one year to the next would generally be good news however; these 

totals do not reflect a near 3 1.5% increase in trauma related deaths over 2003 traumas. 

There were significant increases fi-om 18 to 3 1 (72%) suicidal deaths and fi-om 77 to 91 

(1 8%) accidental deaths in 2004. The coroner's office is currently working with local 

health care personnel, mental health professionals, and law enforcement officials on 

developing proactive measures aimed at decreasing these types of deaths. 

Of the 1545 total deaths in 2004, the coroner's office investigated 1 150 coroner cases and 

reviewed 395 medical deaths for potential further investigation. Champaign County 

experienced 146 deaths due to trauma related events in 2004 compared to 1 1 1 traumas in 

2003. There were 40 traffic related accidental deaths and 21 homicidal deaths, 8 of 

which, were related to motor vehicle crashes. Coroner cases determined to be deaths fi-om 



natural causes including surgical, post surgical, coroner notified, SIDS, and fetal/ 

stillbirths totaled 1004 in 2004. 

There were 86 autopsies conducted out of 1 150 coroner cases in 2004. This represents 

less than 8% of the total cases and is due to the extensive training and experience of the 

coroner's staff. Cases transferred fiom other counties totaled 196. Autopsies were 

performed on 13 trauma cases transferred from other counties. This represents less than 

7% of cases transferred from other counties that resulted fiom trauma and were 

autopsied. (Two natural deaths came from the Danville Correctional Center. Autopsies 

were performed, and the expenses were reimbursed by the state.) 

The coroner's office signed out 435 cremation permits, up fiom 404 in 2003. Inquests 

conducted equaled 140, which increased by 3 1 from last year. Toxicology tests were 

performed on 143 cases in 2004 compared to 124 cases for last year. 

This report contains a synopsis of the cases investigated by the coroner's office for the 

calendar year ending December 3 1,2004. I respectllly affirm, as Coroner of Champaign 

County, that this report, as submitted, is a true and accurate account of the services 

provided by the Office of the Coroner in return for your tax dollars. If you have any 

questions regarding this office or any of the material contained in this report, please 

contact my office at any time. 

Duane E. Northrup 

Coroner of Champaign County 



Illinois Coroners Association Creed 

Birth and death are the only two universal human experiences. Birth is the most 
important biological event in the life of any human being. If it does not occur, there is no 
being. If there is no person, no legal rights and duties arise, for the law relates to the 
rights and duties of living people, not inanimate objects. 

Death on the other hand, is the most important legal event for all human beings. 
When it occurs, all legal rights and duties devolving upon the person during his life span 
in a civilized jurisdiction are terminated. All persons with whom the deceased had legal 
relations at that moment in time are also directly affected by the occurrence of death. 
Moreover, both the decedent and the survivors may be greatly affected legally by how 
death occurred, what actually happened, why it occurred, and precisely when it occurred. 
Above all, who died must be absolutely determined, and where death occurred is 
positively required for legal jurisdiction over the decedent is based upon a geographical 
location. 

The law becomes extremely active when a person dies. Wealth is redistributed. 
Contracts are altered. A won@ death may give rise to tortuous claims. Tax obligations 
are always present. Public social benefits and private insurance policies are paid. 
Criminal laws may be involved. Creditors must be satisfied, and debtors located. Spouse 
and children, heirs and next-of-kin have their attachments rearranged. It is not surprising 
that for centuries the sovereign state has had an overriding interest in the death of its 
subjects or citizens. The office of the Coroner, or the office of the Medical Examiner, 
along with the state-licensed physician is legally charged with significant duties in 
answering the pertinent questions relating to death: Who, Where, When, What, How, 
Why. Only when these questions have been answered correctly can all the proper legal 
issues arising at death be effectively handled for the proper administration of justice. 

Although the legal aspects of death are most important, certainly the religious and 
humanitarian heritages of civilized society also command a deep concern over the death 
of a human being. The spiritual faith in a religion as well as the humanitarian concern for 
a fellow human being demand correct answers to the questions of death: who, where, 
how, when and why? Human death obligates the living to acquire accurate facts on which 
to apply just laws for each deceased member of the human race. 

The obligation for proper death investigation is mandatory for legal and 
religious/humanitarian satisfactions in the human society. Let those responsible for death 
investigations take heed, that they labor not only for the state but also for God. 

The American Academy of Forensic Sciences, "Death Investigation and Examination", 
The Forensic Sciences Foundation Press. In part this book was supported by a grant fiom 
the National Institute of Justice, Office of Justice Assistance, Research and Statistics, 
U.S. Department of Justice. Permission given to ICA by Kenneth S. Field, M.B. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees, The Forensic Sciences Foundation April 12, 1988 
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