CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - ELUC/ County
Facilities/Highway

County of Champaign, Urbana, Illinois

Tuesday, April 3, 2012 — 6:00 p.m.

Lyle Shields Meeting Room, Brookens Administrative Center
1776 E. Washington Street, Urbana, Illinois

VIII. Environment & Land Use

A. Request to Authorize CRIS Application for Public 23-26
Transportation Assistance Grants for Operating and Rolling
Stock Capital Under the Illinois Department of
Transportation’s Authority on Consolidated Vehicle
Procurements, Job Access Reverse Commute and New
Freedom

B. Recreation & Entertainment License — U of I Rodeo Club — 27-31
Champaign County Fair Association, 1302 N. Coler, Urbana

C. Regquest Approval from ELUC to Place the Draft LESA on 32-65
the Zoning Board of Appeals Agenda for a Public Hearing

D. Request Approval from ELUC to Place a Proposed Zoning 66-68
Ordinance Amendment Changing the Definition of Best Prime

Farmland on the Zoning Board of Appeals Agenda for a
Public Hearing

E. Monthly Report (7o be distributed)

F. Other Business

G. Designation of Items to be Placed on Consent Agenda



CHAMPAIGN COUNTY PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1776 East Washington Street

Urbang, IL 61802

Phone 217.328.3313
REGIONAL Fax 217.328.2426
PLANNING WWW.CCIpC.org
COMMISSION

TO: Environmental & Land Use Committee Members

FROM: Rita Morocoima-Black, CCRPC/CUUATS Transportation Planning Manager;
Eileen Sierra, CCRPC/HSTP Region 8 Coordinator

DATE: April 3, 2012

RE: Rural Public Transportation Grant Applications

REQUESTED ACTION: Approve Resolution for CRIS Rural Transit Applications on behalf of Champaign
County to expand services using operating and capital technical assistance under IDOT's Section
5311 Consolidated Vehicle Procurements, 5316 Job Access Reverse Commute, and 5317 New
Freedom beyond American with Disabilities Act.

BACKGROUND:
Since February 2011, CRIS Rural Transit (CRIS) has provided rural public transportation to the northem

areas of Champaign County (Rantoul, Ludlow, Thomasboro, and Gilford) through federal technical
assistance funding passed through the lllinois Department of Transportation — Division of Public and
Intermodal Transportation (IDOT-DPIT). Since that time, demand for service has greatly increased far
beyond the services currently being provided, as demonstrated in the quarterly and annual reports
provided to the Rural Transit Advisory Board (RTAG) and the Champaign County Board during the
November meeting. Until recently, all equipment (rolling stock capital are the paratransit vehicles
used to provide the service) for the service was being rented from Vermillion County.

CRIS is applying for three different IDOT grants to expand current transportation services to provide
medical transportation for rural residents of Champaign County, establish a new shuttle service
between north Champaign County and Champaign-Urbana and to obtain new vehicles to meet
service demand now that the system is established, which are described below:

New Freedom Grant Application

CRIS will expand current transportation services through a New Freedom m edical shuttle to rural
areas throughout Champaign County. This service will fill a void for affordable, general public long
distance, nonemergency medical trips to medical appointments, pharmacies, hospitals, and
specialized medical centers (such as dialysis, outpatient surgery centers, the VA llliana Health
Care System, etc.) located within urban centers. This service will be provided from Monday to Friday
from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm and Saturday from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm throughout Champaign County.
The service will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis or by advance reservations with
fares varying from $2 to $5 each way. To provide this service, two mini-vans will cover the
additional service area of the 998 sq. mi. in the county. One mini-van wil be provided by VA
lliana Health Care System as in-kind match and the second mini-van with ramp (2 wheelchairs/5
passenger) is requested under this grant application. Six part-time drivers will be needed in operating
costs to maximize coverage.
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Access Revers m AR rant o

CRIS will establish a new JARC shuttle service for north Champaign County residents including
Rantoul, providing a deviated fixed-route multi-municipality service between Rantoul and
Champaign-Urbana to fill a void in rides for low-income individuals to and from jobs, training and
child care. The route will originate in Rantoul and run directly to Parkland College, then, proceed
to other high employment centers in the Champaign Urbana area, and return to Rantoul. This
service will be provided six times each weekday from 5:00 am to 9:00 pm. Two 14-passenger buses
will be utilized to cover this 40-mile daily route with ten stops. Four part-time drivers and an
additional part-time dispatcher will be needed in operating expenses to maximize coverage and
coordination. All CRIS vehicles are wheelchairift and bicycle-rack equipped.

Consolidated Vehicle Pr. remen tartup & ansion Grant ication

IDOT sets aside annual funds from federal funding for 5311 providers (rural public transit
providers) to replace older vehicles or to purchase new vehicles to expand the system.
Additionally, during the ICCT Primer Process the Champaign County Board requested that IDOT
set aside (banked) 5311 funding until a provider could be selected. As the primer process took
three years prior to selecting CRIS as the operator, there is funding banked to assist CRIS in
purchasing new vehicles to meet service demand now that the rural transportation system is
established. In these two CVP applications for Champaign County, CRIS expects to secure four
14-passenger light duty vehicles. Receiving these vehicles will make it possible to serve more
rural residents of Champaign County. These vehicles are ideal because they last longer than
mini-vans, in regards to maintenance; and operate on regular gas at a lower cost than diesel

(on average).

As mandated in SAFETEA-LU for local coordination, the JARC, New Freedom, and CVP expansion
applications were endorsed by the Region 8 Human Service Transportation (HSTP) Regional
Transportation Policy & Technical Committees (RTCs) on March 22, 2012. While these grant
applications were endorsed, there is no guarantee that IDOT-DPIT will award this funding to
Champaign County. Once the Champaign County Board approves the attached resolution, the
applications will be reviewed and scored by IDOT's State Oversight Committee (SOC), to decide if
they are selected to receive federal funding. We are soliciting the Environmental and Land Use
Committee (ELUC) to approve these applications in order for CRIS, the selected operator of
Champaign rural public transit services, to apply for these vehicles on behalf of Champaign County.
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CRIS APPLICATION FOR
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE GRANTS FOR OPERATING AND
ROLLING STOCK CAPITAL UNDER THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S
AUTHORITY ON CONSOLIDATED VEHICLE PROCUREMENTS,
JOB ACCESS REVERSE COMMUTE, & NEW FREEDOM

Resolution authorizing application for Public Transportation Financial Assistance under Sections 5311, 5316, and
5317 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991, as amended (49 U.S.C. § 5311, 5316, 5317).

WHEREAS, the provision and improvement of public transit service is essential to the transportation of
persons in the non-urbanized area; and

WHEREAS, Sections 5311, 5316 and 5317 of Federal Transit Act of 1991, as amended (49 U.S.C. §
5311, 5316, 5317) makes funds available to help offset certain operating and capital deficits as well as
administrative expenses of a system providing public transit service in non-urbanized areas; and

WHEREAS, grants for said funds will impose certain obligations upon the recipient, including the
provision by it of the local share of funds necessary to cover costs not covered by funds provided under
Sections 5311, 5316, and 5317 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991, as amended (49 U.S.C. § 5311, 5316,

5317).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Board of the County of Champaign:

Section 1. That an application be made to the Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation,
Department of Transportation, State of Illinois, for a financial assistance grants under Sections 5311,
5316, and 5317 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991, as amended (49 U.S.C. § 5311, 5316, 5317), for the
purpose of off-setting a portion of the Public Transportation Program operating and capital deficits of the
County of Champaign.

Section 2. That while participating in said operating and capital assistance programs the CRIS Rural
Transit (‘CRIS’) will provide all required local matching funds.

Section 3. That the Chief Executive Officer of CRIS is hereby authorized and directed to execute and file
on behalf of the County of Champaign such applications.

Section 4. That the Chief Executive Officer of the CRIS is authorized to furnish such additional
information as may be required by the Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation and the Federal
Transit Administration in connection with the aforesaid application for said grant.

Section 5. That the Chief Executive Officer of CRIS is hereby authorized and directed to execute and file
on behalf of the County of Champaign all required Grant Agreements with the Illinois Department of
Transportation, in order to obtain grant assistance under the provisions of the Sections 5311, 5316, and
5317 of the Federal Transit Act of 1991, as amended (49 U.S.C. § 5311, 5316, 5317).
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Resolution No.
Page 2

Section 6. That the Chief Executive Officer of CRIS is hereby authorized to provide such information and
to file such documents as may be required to perform the Grant Agreements and to receive these grants.

PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED AND RECORDED this 19" day of April, 2012.

C. Pius Weibel, Chair
County Board of Champaign County, Illinois

ATTEST:

Gordy Hulten, County Clerk and
Ex-Officio Clerk of the County Board
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STATE OF ILLINOIS, Fi LED For Office Use Only

Champaign County License No.
Application for: MAR 27 2012 Date(s) of Event(s) ‘?ZZ%/ 22—

Recreation & Entertainment License
/]J.,Ltam Business Name: £22c0 (el OF &r fi‘-z_
Applications for License under Countjes Ocon™ i L <
Ordinance No. 55 Regulating Recreational & License Fee: s
Other Businesses within the County (for use Filing Fee: $__4
by businesses covered by this Ordinance other : / o)
than Massage Parlors and similar enterprises) O REE $ 2 /
Checker’s Signature:

Filing Fees: Per Year (or fraction thereof): $ 100.00

Per Single-day Event: $ 1000 2

Clerk’s Filing Fee: $ 4.00

Checks Must Be Made Payable To: Gordy Hulten, Champaign County Clerk

The undersigned individual, partnership, or corporation hereby makes application for the
issuance of a license to engage a business controlled under County Ordinance No. 55 and makes
the following statements under oath:

A. 1. Name of Business: 1S

2. Location of Business for which application is made:
Animal Seieaee Laboratory

3. Business address of Business for which application is made:
[Z07] W, Qrgggrg Dr._{lrbana. , Tl (B0

4. Zoning Classification of Property: _(lniversity

5. Date the Business covered by Ordinance No. 55 began at this location: yn¥nown _

6. Nature of Business normally conducted at this location: _¢ ngge, (foseni oy
ond classes)

F Nature of Activity to be licensed (include all forms of recreation and entertainment

to be provided): Ammh:'.)%_&md
8. Term for which License is sought (specifically beglnnmg & ending dates):

. ﬁ e 27, W
(NOTE: All annual licenses expire ecember .51st of each year)

9. Do you own the building or property for which this license is sought? __ AJo
10. If you have a lease or rent the property, state the name and address of the owner and
when the lease or rental agreement expires:

1202. N. Coler Bve. mm,_ﬂ: (gi&;g[ 3 Eiunpc[lazo bl%fé
1. If any licensed activity will occur outdoors attach a Site Plan (wi dimensmns) to this , we,

application showing location of all buildings, outdoor areas to be used for various
purposes and parking spaces. See page 3, ltem 7.

INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR A LICENSE
AND WILL BE RETURNED TO APPLICANT
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Recreation & Entertainment License Application
Page Two

If this business will be conducted by a person other than the applicant, give the
following information about person employed by applicant as manager, agent or
locally responsible party of the business in the designated location;

Name: Date of Birth:

Place of Birth: Social Security No.:
Residence Address:

Citizenship: If naturalized, place and date of naturalization:

If, during the license period, a new manager or agent is hired to conduct this business, the
applicant MUST furnish the County the above information for the new manager or agent within
ten (10) days.

Information requested in the following questions must be supplied by the applicant, if an
individual, or by all members who share in profits of a partnership, if the applicant is a
partnership.

If the applicant is a corporation, all the information required under Section D must be
supplied for the corporation and for each officer.

Additional forms containing the questions may be obtained from the County Clerk, if
necessary, for attachment to this application form.

1. Name(s) of owner(s) or local manager(s) (include any aliases): \aJi |l ﬁlg,z.] K

Date of Birth: , Place of Birth: _C}{mm_mﬂ%:];l}
Social Security Number: __ - .- Citizenship: _cii}

If naturalized, state place and dato-of naturalization:
2. Residential Addresses for the past three (3) years: _lop 2. S, Lincoln fAve.

Uronno , T (elPol

3. Business, occupation, or emplorr‘;nt of applicant for four (4) years preceding date of

application for this license:

EACH OFFICER MUST COMPLETE SECTION D. OBTAIN ADDITIONAL FORM PAGES IF
NEEDED FROM THE COUNTY CLERK AND ATTACH TO THIS APPLICATION WHEN FILED.

Answer only if applicant is a Corporation:

A Name of Corporation exactly as shown in articles of incorporation and as registered:

2. Date of Incorporation: State wherein incorporated:
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Recreation & Entertainment License Application
Page Three

If foreign Corporation, give name and address of resident agent in lllinois:

Give first date qualified to do business in lllinois:
Business address of Corporation in lllinols as stated in Certificate of Incorporation;

Objects of Corporation, as set forth in charter:

Names of all Officers of the Corporation and other information as listed:

Name of Officer: Title:

Date elected or appointed: Social Security No.:
Date of Birth: Place of Birth:

Citizenship:

If naturalized, place and date of naturalization:

Residential Addresses for past three (3) years:

Business, occupation, or employment for four (4) years preceding date of applicatidn for
this license:

A site plan (with dimensions) must accompany this application. It must show the location of all
buildings, outdoor areas to be used for various purposes and parking spaces.
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Recreation & Entertainment License Application
Page Four

AFFIDAVIT
(Complete when applicant Is an Individual or Partnership)

I'We swear that lI/'we have read the application and that all matters stated thereunder
are true and correct, are made upon my/our personal knowledge and information and are made for
the purpose of inducing the County of Champaign to Iissue the permit hereunder applied for.

I/We further swear that l/we will not violate any of the laws of the United States of America
or of the State of lllinois or the Ordinances of the County of Champaign in the conduct of the
business hereunder applied for.

1

Signature or of one of two members of Partnership Signature of Owner or of one of two members of Partnership

Signature of Manager or Agent

re me this 91’\% day of m% V200 2 .

NORA M. STEWART &
Notary Public, State of lllinois A
L -

gt - =R Notary Public

“OFFICIAL

— e ——— — —— —— — ——— —— ——— ——————— — — —— — — — — — ——— — — — — e

AFFIDAVIT
(Complete when applicant is a Corporation)

We, the undersigned, president and secretary of the above named corporation, each first
being duly swom, say that each of us has read the foregoing application and that the matters stated
therein are true and correct and are made upon our personal knowledge and information, and are
made for the purpose of inducing the County of Champaign to issue the license herein applied for.

We further swear that the applicant will not violate any of the laws of the United States of
America or of the State of lllinois or the Ordinances of the County of Champaign in the conduct
of applicant's place of business.

We further swear that we are the duly constituted and elected officers of said applicant and
as such are authorized and empowered to execute their application for and on behalf of said

application.
Signature of President Signature of Secretary
Signature of Manager or Agent
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of , 20
Notary Public

This COMPLETED application along with the appropriate amount of cash, or certified check
made payable to MARK SHELDEN, CHAMPAIGN COUNTY CLERK, must be turned in to the Champaign

County Clerk's Office, 1776 E. Washington St., Urbana, lllinois 61802. A $4.00 Filing Fee should be included.
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2173843708

: Chalnpaign County Board Committee of the Whole
n: John ‘Hall, Dir r&z SAlRn

5 Mart'h 26, 2012 __ _

E: Land Evaluat "_'n -nd l!te Assessment (LESA) Updnte

. Request Approval from ELUC to Place the Draft LESA on the
Zonix _" Bonrd of Appeals Agenda for a Public Hurhg

The County Board'..amhonzod an update to the enstmg Char

and No. '?797 (on 6!23/ 11). See the atlnchod Rwolutmm

At their March 7, 2012, meeting the LESAUpdateCommmoevotodSto I (with
one member absent) to recommend the attached Champaign County Land

- _Evaluatlon and Slto Assessment (LESA) Update Draﬂ dated March 7, 2012

: The ‘existing LESA System and other matenals from the Update Committee

meetings are under “Champmgn County LESA Upda » *on the Champmgn
CountyRPCwebmte WWW.ccrpe.ofy _update).

The Update Committee revlcwod the results of teatmg the Draft Update on 15 actual
Champaign County test sites. The overall results were reviewed in Memo #2. (datod

2!14/[2) for the 2!22/12 meenng.

Because LESA figures so prominently in rezoning of rural property, the State’
Attorney recommends that the LESA Update Draft should go through a pubho
hearing process at ﬂle Zomng Board of Appeals prior to County Bonrd aotlon

BRIEF COI\IPARISON OF EXISTING LESA TO TI[E PROPOSED _LESA.:

Attachment C is a brief comparison of the e:ustmg LESA System to the proposed
Draft Update LESA. In geneml the Draft Update LESA comparos to the existing

LESA as follows

1. chm’dmg'tho__l..and Eva]uatlon part: :
g = Th_ roductivity of all soils is greater under current agricultural
practices than what the current LESA was based upon.

b. The Draft Update LESA divides County soils into twice as many
Agriculture Value Groups (AVG) as the existing LESA and
therefore the differences between the soils in each AVG are much
less and the AV.Gs are more homogenous This is an important
oonmderatlon for the definition of Best Prime Farmland.

2; Regard.mg the Site Assessment part:
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Zoning Administrator
ARCH 26, 201

The number of Site Assessment factors is reduced from 20 to 10 so the Site
Assessment is much easier to understand.

The Draft Update LESA emphasizes agricultural productivity (including Best
Prime Farmland) and agricultural compatibility (including any adjacent livestock
management facilities) much more than the existing LESA. Only about 47% of
the Site Assessment points in the existing LESA are for productivity and
compatibility but about 80% of the Site Assessment points in the Draft Update
LESA are for these two important considerations.

The Draft Update LESA does not consider other environmental factors that are
included in the existing LESA. One Update Committee member did not support
this approach in the Draft Update LESA.

The Draft Update LESA includes a correction for *“‘creep” in future Site
Assessment ratings and penalizes multiple developments from the same tract of
land. Most LESA Systems (including the existing LESA) do not address these
two common problems.

In testing done on 15 actual Champaign County test sites the Draft Update LESA
resulted in scores that were approximately 27% higher than the current LESA.
Higher LESA scores mean that a greater level of protection is warranted and so
the Draft Update LESA appears to be more protective of prime farmland.

Field testing on those 15 actual Champaign County test sites also proves that the
Draft Update LESA can be applied consistently based on the guidance in the
Draft Update LESA.

USDA REVIEW OF UPDATE DRAFT LESA

Both Illinois Department of Agriculture and local USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff have had the opportunity to review the proposed Update Draft LESA and all
comments have been positive. Nonetheless, the USDA NRCS State Conservationist must
formally approve any LESA. That approval is still required and is recommended to occur after
the public hearing at the ZBA.

RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO BEST PRIME FARMLAND

The Update Committee also recommended a new definition of Best Prime Farmland. See the
other memo included in the Agenda.

ATTACHMENTS

A Champaign County Resolution No. 7642

B Champaign County Resolution No. 7797

C Brief Comparison of Existing LESA to Proposed Update Draft LESA

D Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Update Draft

dated March 7, 2012

2
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RESOLUTION NO. 7642
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE SITE ASSESSMENT UPDATE COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, The Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan includes
Objective 4.5, which states: “By the year 2012, Champaign County will review the Site
Assessment portion of LESA (Land Evaluation and Site Assessment) for possible updates,
thereafter, the County will periodically review the Site Assessment portion of LESA for
potential updates at least once every 10 years.” ; and

WHEREAS, Champaign County ‘s LESA system was adopted in 1984 and has not been
updated in the 26 years since its adoption; and

WHEREAS, The Champaign County Board desires that the LESA system be updated
because significant zoning and land use policy related changes have occurred since the system
was adopted; and

WHEREAS, The Champaign County Board desires to create a Site Assessment Update
Committee to work with the County Planner to review site assessment factors and the weighing
of such factors, to test the proposed site assessment factor weighing in accordance with L ESA
Guidebook recommendations, and offer related recommendations to the County Board; and

WHEREAS, The Site Assessment Update Committee shall be a committee of seven
voting members appointed to represent public and key stakeholder perspectives and technical
experts and consist of the following: '

1. Aresource conservationist from the Champaign County Soil & Water Conversation
District, '

2. Amember from the Champaign County Soil & Water Conversation District Board of

Directors,

Two members of the Champaign County Board Committee of the Whole/ELUC

A member from the Champaign County Farm Bureau Land Use Committee,

A representative from the development or real estate community,

A past Chair or member of the Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals; and

oUW

WHEREAS, The Director of the Champaign County Planning & Zoning Department
shall serve as an advisory, non-voting member of the Site Assessment Update Committee;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Champaign County Board
establishes a Site Assessment Update Committee with seven voting members and one advisory
member to be appointed by the Champaign County Board.
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Resolution No. 7642 Page 2

PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND RECORDED this 24th day of February,
A.D. 2011

O AMA

C. Pius Weibel, Chair
/2’ Q 2 Champaign County Board
.;:. n, County Clerk
-andex-6Hicio Clerk of the
Champalgq {.'.’ounry Board

: AX3
SHTTE - L R 7 i
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A

RESOLUTION NO. 7797

RESOLUTION EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF WORK AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE SITE
ASSESSMENT UPDATE COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, The Chaﬁpaign County Board established the Site Assessment Update
Committee with Resolution 7642; and

WHEREAS, Champaign County Board proposes to expand the scope of work of the Site
Assessment Update Committee to include land evaluation instead of forming a separate Land
Evaluation Committee and to add 1 or 2 members to include the necessary expertise on the
expanded committee; and

WHEREAS, The expanded committee will be known as the “LESA Update Committee”;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Champaign County Board hereby
expands the scope of work and membership of the Site Assessment Updare Committee to
become the LESA Update Committee.

PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND RECORDED this 23rd day of June, A.D.
2011

<. Rl

C. Pius Weibel, Chair
Champaign County Board

Gg_{gl}f Hul&h County Clerk
l'?‘g_fﬁmo Clerk of the
Champ{lganuntyBoard
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INTRODUCTION

The Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment System (LESA) is a tool designed to
provide County officials with a systematic and objective means to numerically rate a site or a parcel
in terms of its agricultural importance.

Intended Use of LESA
The LESA is intended for the following applications within Champaign County:

e To assist County officials to evaluate the proposed conversion of farmland on a parcel or site in
County rezoning cases that include farmland conversion to a non-agricultural land use.

e To assist in the review state and federal projects for compliance with the lllinois Farmland
Preservation Act and the Federal Farmland Protection Policy Act in terms of their impact on
important farmland.

The Land Evaluation (LE) portion of LESA is additionally intended as a means to determine the ‘Best
Prime Farmland’ designation of a particular site or parcel.

The LESA is one of several tools intended to assist in making land use decisions; it should be used in

conjunction with the Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan, and land use regulations
including the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, Champaign County Subdivision Regulations, and
Champaign County Stormwater Management Policy.

LESA Score Overview

The LESA system is a numerical rating system that consists of two separate components:
Land Evaluation (LE) and Site Assessment (SA).

The LE portion of LESA is based on the soils properties of a subject site. A single LE score is
calculated, with a maximum LE score of 100 points possible.

The SA portion of LESA consists of ten non-soll factors shown in Table 1. Each SA factor identifies a
separate and measurable condition. SA Factors 1, 2, and 3 are used to assess the importance of
continuing the agricultural use of a site located in any unincorporated area. SA Factors 4 through
10 are additionally used to assess the importance of continuing the agricultural use of a site located
outside of the Contiguous Urban Growth Area (CUGA). The maximum SA score possible for a site is
200 points.
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Table 1. Summary of SA Factors

Applicable to all subject sites:

1 [size of site

2 | Best Prime Farmland designation of site

if Best Prime Farmland, site size and nonﬂguratloﬁ -
if Prime Farmland, site size and conﬂguration

3| |whether site is located within the CUGA®

Applicable to sites located outside of the CUGA!

4 |percentage of site perimeter adjacent to agriculture principal uses

distance fmrn site to nearest municlpallty

Iargest area of sme in agncultural production over past five years

area of land zoned rural within one mile

area of agriculture principal uses within one mile
distance to nearest 10 non-farm dwellings
10 r proximity to livestock management facility

VW ®IN®

Note:

1 ‘CUGA’ is an acronym for the ‘Contiguous Urban Growth Area’. The CUGA is a feature of
the annually updated Land Use Management Area Map of the Champaign County Land
Resource Management Plan. The CUGA is described in the Site Assessment section of LESA.

The total LESA score is the sum of the LE points and SA points for a particular site. The maximum
total LESA score possible for a site is 300 points.

The higher the total LESA score, the more highly rated the site is to be protected for continued
agricultural use. The total LESA score of a site signifies a rating for protection of a site as follows:

251-300 | very high rating for protection
226250 | high rating for protection
151-225 | moderate rating for protection

150 or below | low rating for protection
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LAND EVALUATION

The Land Evaluation (LE) portion of LESA is based on the ranking of Champaign County soils
according to the following three soils classification systems.

» Land Capability Classification
A system of grouping soils developed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). Soils are grouped primarily on the basis of their
capability to produce common cultivated crops and pasture plants without deteriorating over a
long period of time. A detailed explanation of the Land Capability Classification system is
provided in Part 622.02 of the USDA NRCS National Soil Survey Handbook.

« Farmland Classification
A soils classification system developed by the USDA NRCS to better manage and maintain the
soils resource base of land most suitable for producing food, feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed
crops. Farmland Classification identifies the soils series map units as: Prime Farmland; Farmland
of Statewide Importance; or Farmland of Local Importance. A detailed explanation of the
‘Farmland Classification’ system, including the definition of Prime Farmland, is provided in Parts
622.03-622.04 of the USDA NRCS National Soil Survey Handbook.

» Productivity Index of lllinois Soils Under Optimum Management
The soils productivity index is based on data published in Table S2 of Bulletin 811, developed by
the Office of Research, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences,
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). Bulletin 811 provides crop yields and
productivity indices under an optimum level of management used by the top 16% of farmers in
lllinois. The crop yields were updated in January, 2011 to reflect growing conditions from 2000
to 2009. Bulletin 811 Year 2011 crop yields and productivity indices for optimum management
are maintained at the UIUC Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences.

Agriculture Value Group

The LE portion of LESA places the soils of Champaign County into several ‘Agriculture Value Groups’
ranging from the best to the worst, based on the three soils classifications systems indicated above,
which generally gauge a site’s suitability for crop production based on soll properties. A relative LE
value is determined for each Agriculture Value Group, with the best group assigned a relative value
of 100 and all other groups assigned lower relative values. Table A in Appendix A contains details
regarding the composition of the Agriculture Value Groups.

Calculating a Land Evaluation Score

The Land Evaluation (LE) score is calculated separately from calculations to determine the Site
Assessment (SA) score.

The LE score of a subject site is typically calculated by the Champaign County Champaign County Soll and

Water Conservation District office and provided to the Champaign County Zoning Office as part of the
Natural Resource Report for a subject site.
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LE WORKSHEET

The LE Worksheet provided on the following page can be used to calculate the LE score for a subject
site.

The steps below describe how to calculate an LE score, based on the format of the LE Worksheet:
1.  Outline the subject site to be rezoned, and overlay with a Champaign County soils map unit
layer. Soils data produced by the National Cooperative Soil Survey is available at the NRCS-
operated ‘Web Soil Survey.’
Soils data produced by the National Cooperative Soil Survey, and Champaign County parcel
data, is available at the Champaign County GIS Consortium website ‘GIS Web Map — Public
Interface for Champaign County, lllinois.’

2.  InColumn 1, list both the ‘soil map unit’ and ‘soil series’ (e.g., “154A Flanagan’) for each soll
located on the subject site.

3. FromTable A in Appendix A, record the Agriculture Value Group for each soil in Column 2.
4. From Table A in Appendix A, record the LE for each Agriculture Value Group in Column 3.

5.  Calculate the acreage of each soil within the subject site. Record the number of acres for each
soil in Column 4.

6.  For each soil, multiply the LE indicated in Column 3 by the number of acres indicated in
Column 4. Record the product in Column 5.

7.  Add up the Column 4 acres and record the total. Add up the products shown in Column 5 and
record the total.

8.  Divide the Column 5 total by the Column 4 total. The result is the LE Score for the subject site.
When calculating an LE score, a score ending in 0.49 or lower should be rounded down to the
nearest whole number. A score ending in 0.5 or higher should be rounded up to the next whole

number.

The maximum number of LE points possible for any subject site is 100.
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LE WORKSHEET
COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN 5
Agriculture Group Product of
Map Unit Symbol and Soil Series Value Relative Acres Column 3 and Column 4
Group LE
Totals:
Column 5 total divided by Column 4 total :
LE Score:

Example: A 5.3 acre parcel that has five soil types: 134B Camden, 152A Drummer, 242A Kendall,
3107A Sawmill, and 570C2 Martinsville. Following the steps outlined to calculate the LE, the
LE score for this parcel equals 88.

COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN 5
Agriculture Group Product of
Map Unit Symbol and Soil Series Value Relative Acres Column 3 and Column 4
Group LE
242A Kendall 5 88 0.20 17.60
152A Drummer 2 100 0.83 83
570C2 Martinsville 13 75 0.01 0.75
1348 Camden 9 83 1.64 136.12
3107A Sawmill 6 87 2.63 228.81
Totals: 5.31 466.28
Column 5 total divided by Column 4 total: 87.81
LE Score: 88
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SITE ASSESSMENT

The Site Assessment (SA) process provides a system for identifying important factors, other than
soils, that affect the economic viability of a site for agricultural uses.

SA Factors

The primary criteria used to identify SA factors are that each factor: 1) be relevant to continued
agricultural use of a subject site within the rural areas of Champaign County; and 2) be measurable.

There are 10 SA Factors. Table 2 contains a summary of the 10 SA Factors and the point values
assigned to each SA Factor.

Table 2. Summary of SA Factors and Potential SA Points

Potential Points
SA Factors that apply in all areas: Subtotal | Total
1 | size of site 10
2 a) Best Prime Farmland designation of site 30
b} if Best Prime Farmland, site size and configuration as of 1/1/2004
c) if Prime Farmland, site size and configuration as of 4/12/2011 19
3 | whether site is located within the CUGA? 40 90
SA Factors that apply only outside of the CUGA?
4 percentage of site perimeter adjacent to agriculture principal uses 20
5 distance from site to nearest municipality 15
6 highest area of site in agricultural production over past five years 15
7 | area of land zoned rural within one mile 10
8 | area of agriculture principal uses within one mile 20
9 distance to nearest 10 non-farm dwellings 20
10 | proximity to a livestock management facility 10 110 200

Note:
! ‘CUGA’ is an acronym for the ‘Contiguous Urban Growth Area’.

SA Factors 1, 2 and 3 are applied to all subject sites. SA Factors 4 through 10 are additionally
applied to subject sites located outside the Contiguous Urbana Growth Area (CUGA). CUGA is
identified in the ‘Land Use Management Areas Map’ of the Champaign County Land Resource
Management Plan as land designated for non-agricultural land use. The Land Use Management
Areas Map is updated annually to reflect accurate municipal boundaries and to reflect any
adjustments to the CUGA based on changes to areas served by public sanitary sewer.
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The CUGA consists of:

« land designated for urban land use on the future land use map of an adopted municipal
comprehensive land use plan, intergovemmental plan or special area plan, and located within
the service area of a public sanitary sewer system with existing sewer service or sewer service
planned to be available in the near-to mid-term (within approximately five years);

¢ land to be annexed by a municipality and located within the service area of a public sanitary
sewer system with existing sewer service or sewer service planned to be available in the near-to
mid-term (within approximately five years); or

o land surrounded by incorporated land or other urban land within the County.
Caiculating the SA Score

The SA score of a subject site is calculated by planning staff of the Champaign County Planning and
Zoning Department. The SA scoring is based on review of several sources of information which
may typically include:

« Champaign County GIS Consortium data regarding parcels, corporate limits, zoning districts,

digital orthophoto, etc.
» ‘Land Use Management Map’ of Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan

o field site inspection or windshield survey of site
¢ landowner interview

Each of the SA factors has point values, ranked on a ‘best-to-worst’ scale. The point values for each
SA Factor are proportionately represented and no interpolation to an intermediate value should
occur to obtain an SA Factor score.

The maximum number of possible SA score for a subject site or parcel is 200.

The process of calculating the SA score of a subject site involves: selecting the appropriate point
value response for each SA Factor, and then adding the SA Factor points to obtain a total SA score.

The SA Worksheet beginning on the following page contains a description of each SA Factor and
scoring instructions for each SA Factor.
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SA WORKSHEET
More than 25 acres | 10 points
20.1to 25acres | 8 points
- i ; 15.1to 20 acres | 6 points
1 | Whatsize is the subject site? 101 to 15 acres | 4 points

5.01to 10 acres | 2 points
S acres or less | 0 points

Factor 1 considers that the size of the subject site has an impact on its long-term viability for
agricultural purposes. The factor recognizes that the predominant row crop form of agriculture is
generally more efficiently farmed on larger sites.

Scoring Factor 1: Determine the area of the subject site based on current Champaign County
Assessor Office tax parcel size data or on a legal description of the subject site.

2a

Is the subject site Best Prime Farmland ? Yes | 30 points
No | O points

Factor 2a assigns value to a subject site if it is designated as Best Prime Farmland, consistent with
the Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan goals, objectives and policies.

An estimated 96.6% of the County consists of Prime Farmland soils, “Best Prime Farmland” is a
subset of Prime Farmland solls identified by Champaign County in order to differentiate among
Prime Farmland soils. The definition of ‘Best Prime Farmland’ is provided in the Champaign County

Zoning Ordinance.

Scoring Factor 2a: Refer to the LE score of the subject site and to the “Best Prime Farmland”
definition in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.

2b

If the subject site is Best Prime Farmland,
which one of the following statements is correct:

(1) The subject site is 15% or less of a larger real estate tax parcel (or multiple
parcels) that existed on January 1, 2004. (Yes 0 points)

(2) The subject site is larger than 15% of a larger real estate tax parcel (or
multiple parcels) that existed on January 1, 2004. (Yes 10 points) 10 points

(3) The subject site was not part of a larger tax parcel or parcels on January 1,
2004, and Is 25 acres or less. (Yes 0 points )

(4) The subject site was not part of a larger tax parcel or parcels on January 1,
2004, and is larger than 25 acres. (Yes 10 points)

Factor 2b assigns value to a subject site if it exceeds the lot size and configuration limits noted. The
15% limit and 25-acre lot size limit featured are4%rbitrary values selected to represent the general
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Factor 2b (continued)

concern about the conversion and loss of best prime farmland. The Champaign County Zoning
Ordinance has included a maximum lot size limit on Best Prime Farmland since July, 2004.

Scoring Factor 2b: Review subject site size and configuration based on Champaign County parcel
identification tax maps for the year 2004 (also referred to as the 27™" Edition of the Champaign
County tax map atlas).

If the subject site is not Best Prime Farmland and is at least 51% Prime
Farmland,

which one of the following statements is correct:
(1) The subject site is larger than 25 acres. (Yes 10 points)

(2) Al of the following statements are true:
i. The subject site is part of a larger parcel that existed on April 12, 2011.
ii. Since April 12, 2011, a separate portion or portions of that larger parcel

have been converted to a non-agricultural use as the result of a
rezoning or special use.

iii. Intotal, the area of the subject site and those areas converted to a
non-agricultural use (as identified in item ii. above) is larger than 25
acres.

(Yes 10 points)

(3) Neither (1) or (2) above apply to the subject site. (Yes O points)

Factor 2c assigns value to a subject site which is not Best Prime Farmland but which consists of at
least 51% Prime Farmland and exceeds a 25-acre lot size and configuration as of April 12, 2011.
The 25-acre size threshold is an arbitrary value selected to represent the general concern about the
conversion and loss of Prime Farmland.

This factor awards 10 points to a subject site if it would result in conversion of more than 25 acres of
Prime Farmland, or if the subject site would cumulatively contribute to the conversion of more than
25 acres of Prime Farmland on a larger parcel existing as of April 12, 2011.

Scoring Factor 2¢: Assess whether the soils on the subject site are comprised of at least 51% Prime
Farmland based on the ‘Farmland Classification’ column of Table A in Appendix A.

Review the lot size and configuration based on Champaign County parcel identification tax maps and

digital orthophotography as of April 12, 2011. (April 12, 2011 is the date of the annual digital
orthophotography available for the year 2011.)
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no | 40 points
3 | Is the subject site located within the Contiguous Urban Growth Area?

yes | O points

Factor 3 is a general measure of development pressures which tend to support the conversion of
agricultural sites to urban uses.

The ‘Land Use Management Areas Map’ of the Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan
specifies the location of the ‘Contiguous Urban Growth Area’ (CUGA). CUGA is land designated for
non-agricultural land use, and consists of: -

¢ land designated for urban land use on the future land use map of an adopted municipal
comprehensive land use plan, intergovernmental plan or special area plan, and located within
the service area of a public sanitary sewer system with existing sewer service or sewer service
planned to be available in the near-to mid-term (within approximately five years);

« land to be annexed by a municipality and located within the service area of a public sanitary
sewer system with existing sewer service or sewer service planned to be available in the near-to
mid-term (within approximately five years); or

¢ land surrounded by incorporated land or other urban land within the County.

Scoring Factor 3: Review the CUGA boundaries of the current Champaign County Land Resource
Management Plan “Land Use Management Map”.
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4 | Amount of the perimeter of a subject site that is 91 to 100% of perimeter | 20 points

adjacent to parcels with a principal use of 81 to 90% of perimeter | 18 points
agriculture. 71 to 80% of perimeter | 16 points

61 to 70% of perimeter | 14 points
51 to 60% of perimeter | 12 points
41 to 50% of perimeter | 10 points
31 to 40% of perimeter | 8 points

a) If the subject site is Best Prime Farmland
and/or at least 51% Prime Farmland,

the amount of the perimeter of the subject 21 to 30% of perimeter | 6 points
site that is adjacent to parcels with a principal 11 to 20% of perimeter | 4 points
use of agriculture that existed on April 12, 1to 10% of perimeter | 2 points
2011. none | O points

b) If the subject site is less than 51% Prime
Farmland,

the amount of the perimeter of the subject
site that is adjacent to parcels with a principal
use of agriculture.

Factor 4 assesses the amount of the perimeter of the subject site that is adjacent to parcels that
have the principal use of agriculture. The assessment is made based on principal use of each parcel
that is adjacent to the subject site. The principal use of a parcel (as used in the Champaign County
Zoning Ordinance) represents the main use for which a lot is intended.

Additionally, for a subject site that is Best Prime Farmland and/or at least 51% Prime Farmland,
Factor 4 includes the provision to not recognize any adjacent non-agricultural principal use
established after a set date of April 12, 2011. (April 12, 2011 is the date of the annual digital
orthophotography available for the year 2011.) This measure is intended to partially address the
problem referred to as ‘creeping effect’ whereby case-by-case land use decisions may lower LESA
scores on nearby sites, thereby justifying more land conversion decisions.

More points are assigned to a subject site that is surrounded by parcels with the principal use of
agriculture,

Scoring Factor 4: Measure the perimeter of the subject site adjacent to parcels with a principal
use of agriculture.

Defined terms relevant to the scoring of this factor include:

AGRICULTURE: The growing, harvesting and storing of crops including legumes, hay, grain, fruit and
truck or vegetable crops, floriculture, horticulture, mushroom growing, orchards, forestry
and the keeping, raising and feeding of livestock or poultry, including dairying, poulitry,
swine, sheep, beef cattle, pony and horse production, fur farms, and fish and wildlife farms;
farm buildings used for growing, harvesting and preparing crop products for market, or for

51



Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment System Update Draft dated March 7, 2012

Scoring Factor 4 (continued)

use on the farm; roadside stands, farm buildings for storing and protecting farm machinery
and equipment from the elements, for housing livestock or poultry and for preparing
livestock or poultry products for market; farm dwellings occupied by farm owners,
operators, tenants or seasonal or year-round hired farm workers. It is intended by this
definition to include within the definition of agriculture all types of agricultural operations,
but to exclude therefrom industrial operations such as a grain elevator, canning or
slaughterhouse, wherein agricultural products produced primarily by others are stored or
processed.

FARM DWELLING: A dwelling occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm worker, or hired
farm worker. (In Champaign County, it is generally assumed that a dwelling located on a lot
that is 35 acres or larger is a farm dwelling, unless information provided as part of the public
record to the Zoning Board of Appeals indicates otherwise.)

PRINCIPAL USE: As used in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, the main purpose for
which land is designed, arranged, intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or
maintained. (The primary purpose of a lot may not necessarily be the largest use on the
lot in terms of the area of the lot that is occupied by that use and it may not necessarily
be the use that generates the most income for the person who owns or resides on the
lot.)

Guldelines for measuring perimeter of subject site adfacent to parcels with principal use of agriculture:

Adjacent property is property that touches or that is directly across a street, highway or interstate right-
of-way or a rail road right-of-way from a subject site.

Measure the perimeter of the subject site that is adjacent to parcels that have a principal use of
agriculture. Parcels with a principal use of agriculture are generally as follows:

a. Any parcel that is 35 acres or larger whether or not there is a dwelling, with the exceptions noted
below.

b. Parcels that are less than 35 acres in area and that either have a farm dwelling or have no
dwelling, with the exceptions noted below.

c. Exceptions to the above are the following:
(1) Any parcel that is inside an incorporated municipality.

(2) Any parcel that Is zoned Residential, Business, or Industrial on the Champaign County
Zoning Map and contains a non-agricultural principal use.

(3) Any parcel or portion of a parcel on which a Special Use has been approved by the
County except for a Rural Specialty Business or greenhouse.

(4) Institutional land that is not specifically used for production agriculture such as land
owned by the University of lllinois but not in agricultural production or land owned by
the Champaign County Forest Preserve District that is not in agricultural production.

(5) Any parcel or portion of a parcel considered as nonconforming use, as defined in the
Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.
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more than 3 miles | 15 points

. . 1.51to 3 miles | 10 points
Distance from the subject site to the within 1.5 miles 5 points

nearest city or village limits. adjacent 0 paiits

Factor 5 awards higher points the further a subject site is from a city or village. Factor 5 is based on
the general assumption that the further the subject site is from a municipality, the less chance there
is of a nearby land use or development that would conflict with the agricultural land use of that

subject site.

Scoring Factor 5;: Measure outward from the property lines of the subject site to the nearest
municipal boundary.
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80 to 100% | 15 points

& ; 60 to 79% | 11 points
The highest percentage of the subject site in agricultural 40t059% | 7 points

production in any of the last 5 years. 20t039% | 3 points
less than 20% | O points

Factor 6 is intended to serve as a general indicator of the agricultural viability of a subject site.

Scoring Factor 6: Based on the most recent five years of annual digital orthophotography,
estimate the highest percentage of area of the subject site in agricultural production. To obtain
accurate information, the scoring of Factor 6 may additionally require a field site inspection,
windshield survey of the subject site, or landowner interview.

Defined terms relevant to the scoring of this factor include:

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION: The growing, harvesting, and storing of crops and the keeping,
raising, and feeding of livestock or poultry and the buildings and land used in those
activities, including:

« any farm dwelling,

« land taken out of production for purposes of government-sponsored agricultural
programs, or

« land being used productively, such as woodlands for which there Is a plan for
managing the timber.

FARM DWELLING: A dwelling occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm worker, or hired
farm worker. (In Champaign County, it is generally assumed that a dwelling located on a lot
that Is 35 acres or larger is a farm dwelling, unless information provided as part of the
public record to the Zoning Board of Appeals indicates otherwise.)

Guidelines for estimating percentage of subject site in agricultural production in any of the last 5 years

Based on review of digital orthophotography of the subject site for the most recent five years,

a. If there is no structure on the subject site and the subject site appears to be in crop land,
then count the entire subject site as in agricultural production.

b. If only a street or road improvement is present on the subject site, and no wooded area is
present on the subject site, then count the entire subject site as in agricultural production.

c. Unless information s available to indicate otherwise,

(1) If the subject site Is 35 acres or larger and has both a dwelling and what appears to be
crop land, then count the entire site as agricultural production.

(2) If the subject site is less than 35 acres and has both a dwelling and what appears to be
crop land, then count all of the subject site— except for one acre, inclusive of the dwelling -
as in agricultural production. The one acre will be assumed to contain the well, septic,
system, and any non-agricultural outbuildings.

d. A part of the subject site that appears not to be crop land may be counted as in agricultural
production only provided the landowner indicates that part of the subject site was or is not in
production due to participation in a government-sponsored agricultural program, or due to
implementation of a crop management plan.
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91 to 100% | 10 points
81to90% | 9 points
71t080% | 8 points
61to 70% | 7 points

Percentage of land zoned AG-1 Agriculture, AG-2 51to 60% | 6 points
7 | Agriculture or CR Conservation-Recreation within 1 mile 41 t0 50% | 5 points
of subject site, 31to40% | 4 points

21to30% | 3 points
11to 20% | 2 points
1to10% | 1 points
none | 0 points

Factor 7 measures the amount of land in the one-mile area surrounding the subject site zoned
AG-1 Agriculture, AG-2 Agriculture, or CR Conservation-Recreation. These are the rural zoning
districts within the County.

More points are assigned to a higher percentage of land zoned AG-1, AG-2, or CR within one mile of

the subject site because:
« rural zoning districts are intended for agricultural land uses, and
« land within these districts is subject to use restrictions and limits on the density and location of

non-agricultural land uses.

Scoring Factor 7: Measure the area zoned AG-1, AG-2, and CR outward one mile from the
property lines of the subject site.
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8 | Percentage of area within 1 mile of a subject site which 91 to 100% | 20 points
consists of parcels with a principal use of agriculture. 81 to 90% | 18 points
71 to 80% | 16 points
a) If the subject site is Best Prime Farmland and/or at 61 to 70% | 14 points
least 51% Prime Farmland, 51to 60% | 12 points
. 41 to 50% | 10 points
the percentage of area within one mile of the subject 31t040% | 8 points
site which consists of parcels with a principal use of 210 30% | 6 points
agriculture that existed on April 12, 2011. 1110 20% | 4 points
1t010% | 2points | —
b) If the subject site is less than 51% Prime Farmliand, none | O points
the percentage of area within one mile of the subject
site which consists of parcels with a principal use of
agriculture.

Factor 8 is a major indicator of the agricultural character of the general area, based on the
assumption that areas in the County dominated by agriculture are generally more viable for farm
purposes. The assessment is made based on the principal use of parcels located within one mile of
the subject site. The principal use of a parcel (as used in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance)
represents the main use for which a lot is intended.

Additionally, for a subject site that is Best Prime Farmiand and/or at least 51% Prime Farmland,
Factor 8 includes the provision to not recognize any non-agricultural principal use established after a
set date of April 12, 2011 within one mile of the subject site except for development that has been
annexed by a municipality. (April 12, 2011 is the date of the annual digital orthophotography
available for the year 2011.) This measure is intended to partially address the problem referred to
as ‘creeping effect’ whereby case-by-case land use decisions may lower LESA scores on nearby sites,
thereby justifying more land conversion decisions.

More points are assigned to a subject site with a greater percentage of area within one mile
consisting of parcels with the principal use of agriculture.

Scoring Factor 8: Estimate the area of land within a one-mile distance outward from the property
lines of the subject site that consists of parcels with the principal use of agriculture.

The defined terms shown below generally form the basis on which this factor is scored:

AGRICULTURE: The growing, harvesting and storing of crops including legumes, hay, grain, fruit and
truck or vegetable crops, floriculture, horticulture, mushroom growing, orchards, forestry and
the keeping, raising and feeding of livestock or poultry, including dairying, poultry, swine, sheep,
beef cattle, pony and horse production, fur farms, and fish and wildlife farms; farm buildings
used for growing, harvesting and preparing crop products for market, or for use on the farm;
roadside stands, farm buildings for storing and protecting farm machinery and equipment from
the elements, for housing livestock or poultry and for preparing livestock or poultry products for
market; farm dwellings occupied by farm owners, operators, tenants or seasonal or year-round
hired farm workers. It is intended by this definition to include within the definition of agriculture
all types of agricultural operations, but to exclude therefrom industrial operations such as a
grain elevator, canning or slaughterhouse, wherein agricultural products produced primarily by
others are stored or processed.
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Scoring Factor 8 (continued)

FARM DWELLING: A dwelling occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm worker, or hired
farm worker. (In Champaign County, it is generally assumed that a dwelling located on a lot
that is 35 acres or larger is a farm dwelling, unless information provided as part of the
public record to the Zoning Board of Appeals indicates otherwise.)

PRINCIPAL USE: As used in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, the main purpose for
which land Is designed, arranged, intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or
maintained. (The primary purpose of a lot may not necessarily be the largest use on the
lot In terms of the area of the lot that is occupied by that use and it may not necessarily
be the use that generates the most income for the person who owns or resides on the
lot.)

Guidelines for estimating area within one mile of subject site consisting of parcels with principal use of
agriculture:

Generally identify parcels with a principal use of agriculture as follows:

a. Any parcel that is 35 acres or larger whether or not there is a dwelling, with the exceptions noted
below.

b. Parcels that are less than 35 acres in area and that either have a farm dwelling or have no
dwelling, with the exceptions noted below.

c. Exceptions to the above are the following:
(1) Any parcel that is inside an incorporated municipality.

(2) Any parcel that is zoned Residential, Business, or Industrial on the Champaign County
Zoning Map and contains a non-agricultural principal use.

(3) Any parcel or portion of a parcel on which a Special Use has been approved by the
County, except for a Rural Specialty Business or greenhouse.

(4) Institutional land that is not specifically used for production agriculture such as land
owned by the University of lllinois but not in agricultural production, or land owned by
the Champaign County Forest Preserve District that is not in agricultural production.

(5) Any parcel or portion of a parcel considered as nonconforming use, as defined in the
Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.
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more than 1 mile | 20 points
0.76 to 1 mile | 18 points
What is the distance from the subject site to 0.51t0 0.75 mile | 16 points
the nearest 10 non-farm dwellings? 0.26 to 0.50 mile | 14 points
0.01to 0.25 mile | 12 points
adjacent 0 points

—————

Factor 9 considers the proximity of the nearest 10 non-farm dwellings as a general indicator of an
existing land use incompatibility with production agriculture and an incompatibility with livestock
facilities vis—a-vis the lllinois Livestock Management Facilities Act (510 ILCS 77/ et seq.)

In Champaign County, it is generally assumed that a dwelling located on a lot less than 35 acresis a

non-farm dwelling, unless information provided as part of the public record to the Zoning Board of

Appeals indicates that a dwelling is part of on-site agricultural operations or otherwise qualifying as
a farm dwelling.

The defined term for Non-Farm Dwelling is shown below:

NON-FARM DWELLING: A dwelling that is not occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm
worker, or hired farm worker.

Scoring Factor 9: Measure the linear distance outward from the closest point on the property
line of the subject site to the fagade of the tenth nearest non-farm dwelling.
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10

a) How close is the subject site to a known livestock adjacent to 0.25 mile 10 points

management facility of 400 or more animal units? 0.26to 0.5 mile 9 points

0.51t00.75mile 8 points

Answer Parts b or c) only if the subject site is more than 0.76to 1 mile 7 points

1 mile from a known livestock management facility of more than 1 mile n/a
400 or more animal units.

b) How close is the subject site to a known livestock adjacentto 0.25 mile 7 points

management facility of 200 - 399 animal units? 0.26t00.5mile 6 points

0.51t0 0.75 mile 5 points

Answer Part c) only if the subject site is more than 1 0.76to 1 mile 4 points

mile from a known livestock management facility of more than 1 mile n/a

200-399 animal units.

adjacentto 0.25 mile 4 points

c) How close Is the subject site to a known livestock 0.26t00.5mile 3 points

management facility of 50 — 199 animal units? 05310075 mile: 2 polnts

0.76to 1mile 1 point
more than 1 mile O points

Factor 10 is a measure of the compatibility of the subject site for continued agricultural use based
on its proximity to an existing nearby livestock management facility. More points are assigned to a
subject site in closer proximity to a known livestock management facility.

Scoring Factor 10: A response may be based on data available from the Livestock Management
Facilities Program, lllinois Department of Agriculture, actual site inspection, and/or landowner
interview.

The maximum points possible for this factor is 10 points.

This is a 3-part factor. Part a) measures proximity of a subject site to a livestock management
facility of 400 or more animal units. If the subject site Is located more than one mile from such
facility, then respond to Part b). Part b) measures proximity of a subject site to a livestock
management facility of 200-399 animal units. If the subject site is located more than one mile from
such facility, then respond to Part c),

SA Total Score
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Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment System Update

CALCULATING THE TOTAL LESA SCORE

Draft dated March 7, 2012

The total LESA score is the sum of the LE points and SA points for a particular site or parcel. The
maximum total LESA score possible for a site is 300 points.*

LE Total

SA Total

Total LESA Score

The higher the total LESA score, the more highly rated the subject site or parcel is to be protected
for continued agricultural use. The total LESA score of a site signifies a rating for protection of the

subject site or parcel as follows:

251-300

very high rating for protection

226—-250

high rating for protection

151-225

moderate rating for protection

150 or below

low rating for protection

* The maximum LE score possible for a site is 100 points.
The maximum SA score possible for a site is 200 points.
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Champaign County LESA Defined Terms Appendix B

DEFINED TERMS

AGRICULTURE: The growing, harvesting and storing of crops including legumes, hay, grain, fruit and
truck or vegetable crops, floriculture, horticulture, mushroom growing, orchards, forestry
and the keeping, raising and feeding of livestock or poultry, including dairying, poultry,
swine, sheep, beef cattle, pony and horse production, fur farms, and fish and wildlife farms;
farm buildings used for growing, harvesting and preparing crop products for market, or for
use on the farm; roadside stands, farm buildings for storing and protecting farm machinery
and equipment from the elements, for housing livestock or poultry and for preparing
livestock or poultry products for market; farm dwellings occupied by farm owners,
operators, tenants or seasonal or year-round hired farm workers. It is intended by this
definition to include within the definition of agriculture all types of agricultural operations,
but to exclude therefrom industrial operations such as a grain elevator, canning or
slaughterhouse, wherein agricultural products produced primarily by others are stored or
processed. Source: Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.

The principal use of a parcel (as defined in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance)
represents the main use for which a lot is intended. Guidelines for estimating whether a
parcel has a principal use of agriculture are generally as follows:

a. Any parcel that is 35 acres or larger whether or not there is a dwelling, with the
exceptions noted below.

b. Parcels that are less than 35 acres in area and that either have a farm dwelling or
have no dwelling, with the exceptions noted below.

c Exceptions to the above are the following:
1) Any parcel that is inside an incorporated municipality.

2) Any parcel that is zoned Residential, Business, or Industrial on the
Champaign County Zoning Map and contains a non-agricultural principal use.

3) Any parcel or portion of parcels on which a Special Use has been approved
by the County, except for a Rural Specialty Business or greenhouse.

4) Institutional property that is not specifically used for production agriculture
such as land owned by the University of lllinois but not in agricultural
production or land owned by the Champaign County Forest Preserve District
that is not in agricultural production.

5) Any parcel or portion of a parcel considered as nonconforming use, as
defined in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION: The growing, harvesting, and storing of crops and the keeping, raising,
and feeding of livestock or poultry and the buildings and land used in those activities, including:
any farm dwelling; land taken out of production for purposes of government-sponsored
agricultural programs; or land being used productively, such as woodlands for which thereis a
plan for managing the timber.
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ANIMAL UNITS: A measure that is based on the number, species and size of an animal. The
following table lists for selected species, the size and number of animals multiplied by a

specified conversion factor equivalent to 50 animal units:

Species/Size Conversion Factor 50 Animal Units
Swine over 55 Ibs. 0.4 125
Swine under 55 Ibs. 0.03 1,667
Dairy 14 35
Young dairy stock 0.6 84
Cattle 1.0 50
Sheep, lamb, goals 0.1 500
Horses 2. 25
Turkeys 0.02 2,500
Laying hens or broilers 0.01-0.03* 1,667 -5,000 *
Ducks 0.02 2,500

Source: Livestock Management Facilities Program, lllinois Department of Agriculture
Table Note: * depends on type of livestock waste handling facility provided

BEST PRIME FARMLAND: A subset of Prime Farmland soils identified by the County, and as defined in
the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance.

FARM DWELLING: A dwelling occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm worker, or hired
farm worker. (In Champaign County, it Is generally assumed that a dwelling located on a
lot that is 35 acres or larger is a farm dwelling, unless information provided as part of the
public record to the Zoning Board of Appeals indicates otherwise.)

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITY: A ‘livestock management facility’ is any animal feeding
operation, livestock shelter, or on-farm milking and accompanying milk-handling area. A
‘livestock waste handling facility’ is an immovable structure or device (except sewers) used
for collecting, pumping, treating, or disposing of livestock waste or for the recovery of by-
products from the livestock waste. Two or more livestock management facilities under
common ownership, within % mile of each other, and that share a common livestock waste
handling facility are considered a single livestock management facility. (lllinois Livestock
Management Facilities Act (510 ILCS 77/et seq.)

NON-FARM DWELLING: A dwelling that is not occupied by a farm owner or operator, tenant farm
worker, or hired farm worker.

PRINCIPAL USE: As used in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, the main purpose for which
land is designed, arranged, intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained.
(The primary purpose of a lot may not necessarily be the largest use on the lot in terms of
the area of the lot that is occupied by that use and it may not necessarily be the use that
generates the most income for the person who owns or resides on the lot.)

SUBJECT SITE: The area of a parcel that is proposed for development. As an example, for a zoning
case to request a rezoning, the subject site will be the area of the parcel or parcels that is
proposed to be rezoned.
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: Cha aign County Boerd CammitheeoftheWhole :
: - John Hall, Director & Zoning Ad:mmstmtor

: March 26. 2012

: La_u_u_i E\flluaﬂon and Site Anmmt (LESA) Update end Beat;:

(217) 384-3708

text amendment should occur at the same t:me as the pubhc heanng for the |
pdate Draﬁ LESA. :

PROPOSED DEFINTION OF BEST PRIN.[E FAMAND

The Update Co nittee recommends the following revised deﬁmnon of Best
Prime Farmland that was dowmented m a 3!?/2012 handout by Update
Committee member Kevin DOﬁoho

Best Prlme Farmland is Prime Farmhnd soils that under opﬂmnm
highest soil productivities in
: on a eported in the Bulletin 811
Opﬂmum Crop Produetlvity Ratings for Illinois Soils. Best Prime
Farmland consists of the following:

a) Soils identlﬂed as Agrlcnltllre Value Groups 1, 2, 3 and/or 4 in
the Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment

(LESA) System;

b) Soils that, in eomblneﬁon on a subject site, have an ai'erage
LE of 91 or hlgl:er, as determlned by the Champaign County
LESA System, or

c) Any development site that includes a slgnlﬂeent amount (10%
or more of the area proposed to be developed) of Agriculture
Value Groups 1, 2, 3 and/or 4 soils.

66



Zoning Administrator
MARCH 26, 2012

The existing definition of Best Prime Farmland is defined in the Zoning Ordinance as follows:

Soils identified in the Champaign County Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA)
System with a Relative Value of 85 or greater and tracts of land with mixed soils that
have a LESA Land Evaluation rating of 85 or greater.

BRIEF COMPARISON OF EXISTING DEFINITION OF BEST PRIME FARMLAND
WITH THE PROPOSED DEFINITION OF BEST PRIME FARMLAND

Attachment A is a brief comparison of the Existing Best Prime Farmland (BPF) with the

proposed Best Prime Farmland (BPF). In general the Proposed BPF compares to the Existing

BPF as follows:

1. The Proposed Best Prime Farmland (BPF) does not include any soil that is less than 90%
of the productivity of the highest soil productivity in the County.

2. The Proposed BPF will affect 3.7% less land area. Approximately 24,165 acres of land
will no longer be burdened with the added regulations that come with being identified as
Best Prime Farmland.

3. The Proposed BPF puts 88% less BPF at risk of being lost when combined with other
non-BPF soils. The Proposed BPF applies when there is only 10% of a site that is BPF
and so there is much less BPF that can be lost. The averaging of LE that happens under
the Current BPF can result in a site that is more than 10% BPF not being considered BPF
if the average LE of the site is less than 85.

PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT

The proposed text amendment is not attached but will consist of the following:
1. Changing the Zoning Ordinance definition of “best prime farmland” to the proposed
definition.

2 In general, replacing any reference in the Zoning Ordinance to “...Land Evaluation score
of greater than or equal to 85 on the COUNTY’s Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
System...” to “BEST PRIME FARMLAND?”. This will also generally require some
additional minor grammatical changes. Changes are only required in Footnote 13 of
Section. 5.3 on p. 5-18 and subsection. 5.4.4 on p. 5-21.

AMENDING THE LAND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
The Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP) also includes the current definition of “best

prime farmland”. If the Board amends the Zoning Ordinance definition of “best prime farmland”
it should also amend the LRMP at the next annual update.

ATTACHMENT
A Brief Comparison of Existing Best Prime Farmland to Proposed Best Prime
Farmland
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