


                                                              
 
The Champaign County Emergency Operations Center is located at 1905 E. Main St., in Urbana, 
IL.  The structure was built in 1966 and completely remodeled and the operations area was 
updated with state-of-the-art technology at a total cost of over $150,000 in 2011.  The EOC 
complex also includes the Emergency Management Agency office, a dedicated communications 
room and conference rooms.  The Metropolitan Computer Aided Dispatch (METCAD) operation 
is located on the first floor of the building. 
 
New features in the EOC operations room include an 85-inch plasma display monitor and four 
50-inch monitors.  There is also a video projector and other video presentation tools.  Two 
METCAD Telecommunicator positions and 12 PC equipped workstations are also present in the 
operations area.   An additional 40-inch monitor is networked in the adjoining Public 
Information/Joint Information Center Room.  There is generator power to keep the EOC 
operational for two-weeks without refueling. 
 

 



The video screens can display any source called up by any of the PCs located in the room plus 
broadcast and cable television sources.  For example during a severe weather situation, one 
screen might display weather radar, another an AMEREN power status map, a third the 
METCAD call log, the fourth a news channel and the fifth a map of storm spotter locations. 
 
The new EOC has already been called into service for the Illinois Marathon, a major winter 
storm and exercises designed, in part, to familiarize public safety agencies and others with the 
updated facility.  
 

 
Above:  Representatives of the Illinois Marathon consult a map during that Spring 2011 event. 

 

There are four operational levels at which the EOC would be activated.  During a level one 
activation the emergency managers monitor an emerging situation and communicate with 
other public safety officials as needed.  At level two operational personnel and others are 
notified that a more complete activation of the EOC may be necessary.  During level three 
operational personnel such as radio communicators and the Public Information Officer report 
for duty and at level four there is a complete activation including public safety representatives, 
elected and appointed government officials, representatives of the University of Illinois and 
others depending on the nature of the emergency. 
 
The EOC was originally constructed to provide a secure operational base for public safety during 
Cold War threats.  The original construction included dormitories, showers, a small kitchen and 
storage for food and water for an incident lasting two weeks or longer. 
 

                                                       
Above:  The EOC as it appeared during the 1960’s. 



         
 

 
 


