
CHAIR:

MEMBERS:

ITEM

NOTE CHANGE IN LOCATION
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD
COMMITTEE AGENDA

JUSTICE & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
Champaign County Nursing Home, In-Service Classroom
1776 E. Washington, Urbana
Monday, May 5, 2008
6:30 p.m. Tour of the Nursing Home
7:00 p.m. Meeting

Jan Anderson

Ammons, Carter, Gladney, Hunt, James, Nudo, Putman, Sapp

PAGE NO.

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA!ADDENDUM

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. April 7. 200S

V. PUBLICPARTICIPATlON

VI. MONTHLY REPORTS
a. Animal Control - March 200S
b. EMA - April 200S

c. Public Defender - March 200S

1-5

VII. SHERIFF
a. Renewal oflntergovernmental Agreement Between the Illinois Department of 6-7

Healthcare and Family Services and the Sheriffs Office

VIII. HEAD START
a. Monthly Report (To Be Distributed)

IX. JUVENILE DELINQUENCY GRANTS
a. Status Report from Peter Tracy (To Be Distributed)

X. NURSING HOME
a. Monthly Report (To Be Distributed)
b. State of Illinois Para-Transit Vehicle Grant (To Be Distributed)

Xl. CHAIR'S REPORT



Justice & Social ServicesCommittee Agenda
Tuesday, May 5, 2008
Page 2

XII, OTHER BUSINESS

XlII. DESIGNATION OF ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON COUNTY BOARD
CONSENT AGENDA

XIV, ADJOURNMENT

Champaign County Administrative Services
1776 E. Trashington St.
Urbana, IL 6] 802
217-:384-3776'

C.Pius tt-eibel
CountyBoard Chair

Debra Buseyand Dennyinman
County Administrators



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ADDENDUM

ROLLCALL

Ammons, Carter, Hunt, Sapp

Kat Bork (Administrative Secretary), Andrew Buffenbarger (Nursing Home
Administrator), Deb Busey (County Administrator of Finance & HR
Management), Joseph Gordon (Court Services Director), Stephanie Joos
(Animal Control Director), Kathleen Liffick (Head Start Director), Michael
Moore (Jail Superintendent), Michael Richards (County Board Member),
Peter Tracy (Mental Health Executive Director), Dan Walsh (Sheriff), C.
Pius Weibel (County Board Chair)

Anderson (Chair), Gladney, James, Nudo, Putman

Sheriff Walsh introduced Michael Moore as the new Jail Superintendent. This was Moore's first
day on the job. Moore had a distinguished career in the Cook County Jail System and Sheriff Walsh stated
he has hit the ground running. Moore stated that no matter the size of the jail facility, he sees essentially the
same problems in every facility. He conversed with staff about the jail facility today and he looks forward to
the opportunity ofworking with them. Anderson welcomed Moore. Putman asked about the spelling of
Moore's name, his email, and his title. Moore spelled out his name and email address. The Sheriff
confirmed his title is Jail Superintendent.

MOTION by James to approve the agenda; seconded by Gladney. Motion carried.

MOTION by Putman to approve the Justice & Social Services Committee february 12, 2008
minutes; seconded by James. Motion carried.

Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

CHAMPNGNCOUNTYBOARD
COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Recording Secretary called the roll. Anderson, Gladney, James, Nudo, and Putman were present
at the time of the roll call. Anderson noted that Hunt had informed her prior to the meeting that he would be
out of town. Anderson declared a quorum and proceeded with the meeting.

CALL TO ORDER

OTHERS PRESENT:

MEMBERS ABSENT:

MEMBERS PRESENT:

7:00 p.m.

JUSTICE & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
Monday, April 7, 2668
Brookens Administrative Center, Lyle Shields Meeting Room
1776 E. Washington St., Urbana
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52 MONTHLY REPORTS
53
54 MOTION by Putman to receive and place on file the Animal Control February 2008 report, Circuit
55 Clerk January 2008 report, Court Services January 2008 and February 2008 reports; EMA February 2008
56 and March 2008 reports, and the Public Defender January 2008 and February 2008 reports; seconded by
57 Gladney, Motion carried.
58
59 COURT SERVICES
60 Annual Plan 2008
61
62 Gordon presented the Court Services FY2008 Annual Plan that he is required to produce for the
63 Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, The plan will be kept on file in the Administrative Services
64 Department, He offered to answer any questions at any time about the plan,
65
66 MOTION by James to receive and place on file the Court Services FY2008 Annual Plan; seconded
67 by Gladney, Motion carried.
68
69 ANIMAL CONTROL
70 Annual Report 2007
71
72 Joos presented the Animal Control Annual Report for FY2007, She reported the number of animals
73 impounded and the amount of revenue generated has stayed steady. The number of animals treated in the
74 low cost spay/neuter program has increased tremendously. The program increased from spaying/neutering
75 178 cats and 36 dogs in 2006 to 468 cats and 55 dogs in 2007, This is a great accomplishment for Animal
76 Control because it enables them to keep the number of animals coming into the facility down. In March,
77 Animal Control collaborated with the Humane Society to spay/neutered 200 cats in one day, Weibel
78 inquired how that was done. Joos stated II area vets donated their time and it went well. James noticed the
79 City of Urbana's contract dropped from 2006 to 2007, Joos explained the price was based on what the city
80 had paid the Humane Society. The price was changed to reflect Animal Control's actual costs to provide
81 services, Urbana only contracts with the County for impound services, not animal control services. James
82 asked about revenue for grams. Joos said no grant money was received in 2007. James asked about a chart
83 of expenses. Joos explained that she excluded it from the annual report because the chart will be included in
84 budget documents. Busey stated the Animal Control budget was over $700 in the negative. A breakdown of
85 expenditures is available if James wants them. James said he did not, Weibel asked want other animals are
86 impounded besides cats and dogs, Joos said they have impounded goats, ferrets, hamsters, rabbits, and a 32-
87 pound tortoise, Nuda congratulated Joos on the progress being made and asked about registrations. Joos
88 answered that registrations are up. Registratious operate on a three-year tag cycle, so this revenue increases
89 when those come due. They started tagging pets in 2002. Nuda asked what breed rescue was, .loos stated it
90 is a rescue group that takes a specific type ofdog, like German Shepherds, Putman said there have been
91 comments at the Urbana City Council about dissatisfaction with Animal Control services and asked if this
92 has gone anywhere. Joos and Busey met with the Urbana City Council at study session in February, they
93 gave the council options for the amount of money spent by Urbana, but Joos has not heard back from the
94 council since then. Putman offered to build a bridge if it is needed and wished Joos luck.
95
96 MOTION by Putman to receive and place on file the Animal Control Annual Report 2007: seconded
97 by James. Motion carried.
98
99 HEAD START

100 MOD.thlyJ~el'Qrt

101
102 MOTION by James to receive and place on file the Head Start monthly report; seconded by
103 Gladney.
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104 Liffick reported a very successful federal review. She thanked those Board members who attended
105 the review sessions. Anderson said the reviewers made nice comments about the work Head Start did in
]06 preparation for the review. Liffick said the reviewers found four areas of possible non-compliance. All
107 federal review reports go to national level; therefore it will be 45-60 days until they receive the final report.
]08 The areas of possible non-compliance included two areas where documentation was not in personnel files.
109 Liffick claimed this was due to a misinterpretation of the Head Start standards. The staff in question now
110 meets the standards, which were for background checks, etc. One of the Head Start collaborators is in an old
111 school where a reviewer thought the toilets were too big for a three-year-old. Liffick is talking to the
] 12 principle about getting the toilets taken out and preschool toilets installed. Nuda stated he might know where
113 to get some toilets donated; he would talk to Liffick later. Liffick said she receive two toilets from
114 Buffenbarger. Another area was that six enrollments had been open for thirty days. Liffick was not able to
115 fix this. It was primarily because of the close of the Community Day Care Center.
116
117 Putman asked about the outcome of insurance premium change. Liffick stated the union did not sign
118 necessary memorandum of understanding, so she will be talking with a civil attorney about the contract.
119 Head start gave union members the opportunity to ignore the contract language, but now they must follow
120 the contract language. Putman asked about the CIDES funding application that was rejected by the United
121 Way and the United Way staff who offered to help CIDES find other funding, James said the County Board
122 of Health provided CIDES with a grant of $ I0,000 for the equipment purchase ClDES was asking the United
123 Way for.
124
125 Motion carried.
126
127 JUVElIolLE DELINQUENCY GRANTS
128 Status$eport from Peter Tracy
129
130 Tracy reported the SAMHSA grant application was received by the federal government and it passed
131 through the state government, much to his relief. The Juvenile Justice Conference in St. Louis was very
132 good, particularly the presentation by Parenting with Love and Limits. There has been a problem with
133 getting families of youth at the Juvenile Detention Center engaged, so the PLL approach could be useful.
134 They have continued weekly meeting at the JDC to assign cases. Tracy reported there are currently more
135 girls in the JDC than boys; therefore they may want to focus on girls. Tracy has not received any complaints
136 about extending the current grants for another year.
137
138 Gladney asked about PLL. Tracy said the field is moving towards evidence based practice to have
139 evidence to verify that progress has been achieved. It is important in funding programs to have something to
140 show that they work.
141
142 MOTION by James to receive and place on file the status report; seconded by Gladney. Mntion
143 carried.
144
145 NURSING HOME
146 Monthly Report
147
148 Gladney inquired about the bargaining on the Nursing Home's employee attendance policy.
149 Buffenbarger said the Nursing Home changed its attendance policy to a patterns-based policy. This policy is
150 rather complex and they are now looking at an accounting system that is easier to understand. AFSCME
151 should ratify this on Wednesday. Gladney asked if Representative Jakobsson had anything to say about the
152 Nursing Home's lowered Medicaid rate in the meeting about the state budget. Buffenbarger said he was just
153 making her aware of the state reducing the funding and asking for guidance. Jakobsson was sympathetic, but
154 had no suggestions. Weibel said the state budget is hard to predict because it is a mess. The Department of
155 Healthcare and Family Services continue to stonewall Buffenbarger regarding the reasons the Medicaid rate
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156 was cut. Anderson was also at the meeting where Jakobbson spoke, Jakobbson was sympathetic but
157 Anderson did not come away with the feeling that a change would be made, Putman asked about the
158 software used in Medieaid billing, Buffenbarger said the formula is long and complex, but relatively
159 straightforward, Management Performance Associates was hired to write the software through DeKalh
160 County that checks the state figures at the county level to make sure the counties are being treated fairly,
161 Putman suggested the state legislators put a bill together to stop the reimbursement level on this basis from
162 being determined by a state department, Buffenbarger said the state does not take into account certain
163 factors, such as the capital expense for a new building, Putman asked about Veterans Administration,
164 Buffenbarger said it would be new admittances for eligible veterans,
165
166 James asked if there had been any interest in serving on the Board of Directors, Buffenbarger said
167 about five people had applied, Nuda asked for a synopsis of the staff meetings to recruit more nurses at the
168 County Board study session, Buff said the staff meetings were good, Nuda reminded the committee that the
169 study session about the Nursing Home on April 15'" is to move towards problem solving and looking at ideas
170 to cut costs and increase revenue, He encouraged the Board to focus on other issues instead of the past
171 blame at the study session, Putman requested Buffenbarger include the amount spent on contract nursing in
172 his monthly report, He agreed to do so,
173
174 MOTION by James to receive and place on file the Nursing Home monthly report; seconded by
175 Putman, Motion carried.
176
177 CHAIR'S REPORT
178
179 Anderson made her comments in other areas of the meeting,
180
181 OTHER BUSINESS
182 Evaluation of Sangamon County Criminal Jllstice Svstem
183
184 Weibel commented the County Board would be receiving information on the School Facility Tax
185 and it will be discussed at May Policy, Personnel, Appointments Committee meeting, Weibel said
186 Sangamon County did a study on whether or not to expand its jail and this was the executive summary,
187 Weibel wanted the committee to see this because Sangamon County and Champaign County are similar is
188 size, population, and ethnicity. Weibel sees this as free advice Champaign County could use because jail
189 expansion has been a past topic ofconcern for County Board, James said he is looking forward to Michael
190 Moore's input in the future as Jail Superintendent. Busey stated Champaign County has some operational
191 differences from Sangamon County, The Champaign County officials in the criminal justice system have
192 worked together to implement solutions on jail overcrowding, Weibel agreed and hoped this summary
193 would offer more ideas. Putman thanked the Sheriff that Champaign County did not have the problems that
194 Sangamon Jail did. Sheriff Walsh noted that every couple of months he gets a call from another county
195 asking how our county manages to have the various branches of the criminal justice system work together.
196
197 V(jter Registration.and Voting at the Jail
198
199 Anderson said Carol Ammons had asked to have voting at the County Jail put on agenda, but she
200 was not present. Anderson had no idea why Ammons was not here, Sheriff Walsh said he met with
201 Ammons. He was not at all opposed to circulating information about voting and absentee ballots to the
202 inmates. He asked the County Clerk about sending an employee over to jail to register inmates to vote.
203 Mark Shelden rejected this idea and suggested a volunteer be sent instead. Putman said Ammons is a new
204 Board member and might be unaware of the meeting schedule. Anderson said she spoke to Ammons
205 recently about presenting this issue tonight
206
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207 Putman asked James to report on the Board of Health, James spoke about the Illinois Department of
208 Public Health grant money that was awarded to Fire Chiefs Association for portable defibrillators and CO
209 detectors, ClDES for portable equipment, Champaign-Urbana Public Healtb District for comprehensive
210 sexual education materials for the schools, and CUPHD for car seats. The Board of Health is looking at what
211 they could do with its van. The Board of Health is having a good relationship with CUPHD. Anderson
212 added a subcommittee from the Mental Health Board is looking to collaborate with the Board of Health in
213 mental health areas in the County.
214
215 Anderson requested the committee members let her know if they are unable to attend a meeting. The
216 next meeting will be at the Nursing Home.
217
218 DESIGNAnON OF ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON COUNTY BOARD CONSE1'o'T AGENDA
219
220 Anderson designated no agenda items for the consent agenda.
22\
222 ADJOURNMENT
223
224 Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.
225
226 Respectfully submitted,
227
228 Kat Bork
229 Administrative Secretary
230 Secy'.> note: The minutes "fleet the order ofthe agenda and may not necessarity reflea the order ofbusiness conductedat the meeting.
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Healthcare and
FamilyServices

Division of Child Support Enforcement
32 West Randolph, Suite 1600
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Daniel J. Walsh
Champaign County Sheriff
204 East Main Street
Urbana, Illinois 6180 J

April J0, 2008

Rod R. Blagojevich, Governor
Barry S. Maram, Director

Telephone: (312) 793-4448
TTY: (800) 526-5812

Facsimile: (312) 793-0878

Re: Intergovernmental Agreement N' 2008-55-005-K2

Dear Mr. Walsh:

Enclosed are five (5) copies of the Intergovernmental Agreement 2008-55-005-K2 to renew the
Agreement for the period of July 1,2008 through June 30, 2009.

Please sign and date where indicated, secure signature and date of County Board Chairperson, and return
all five (5) copies of the renewal; four (4) to be retained by HFS and one (I) to be returned to your office
upon execution by HFS. Signed copies should be sent by overnight delivery to the following address:

Sue Balster
Healthcare and Family Services
Division of Finance
509 South 6th Street, 5ili Floor
Springfield, Illinois 6270 I

Contact me at the above-referenced number or via Email at madeline.bernat@illinois.goy should you
have any questions regarding the enclosed documents.

Sincerely,

,~

·tSe.~~~' )
Madeline Bernat, Manager
Contracts & Fiscal Operations
Division of Child Support Enforcement

Enclosures

c: Sue Balster, Division of Finance, Healthcare and Family Services

E-mail: hfswebmaster@illinois.gov
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
RENEWAL OF THE INTERGOVERNMENT AGREEMENT

between the
DEP ARTMENT OF HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY SERVICES

and
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Intergovernmental Agreement 200S55-005-K2

WHEREAS, the parties to Intergovernmental Agreement 2008-55-005, acting by and
through the Illinois Department of Healthcare And Family Services CDepartment") located at 201
South Grand Avenue East, Springfield, Illinois 62703 and the Champaign County Sheriffs Office
("Contractor") located at 204 East Main Street, Urbana, Illinois 61801, desire to renew the
Agreement, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 2,2 (Renewal), the Agreement may be renewed for
additional periods; and

NOW THEREFORE, the Intergovernmental Agreement shall be renewed for the period
July 1,2008 through June 30, 2009 as the first renewal of this Intergovernmental Agreement.

All terms and conditions shall remain in effect. The effective date ofthis Renewal is July 1,
2008 or upon execution, whichever occurs later.

In Witness Whereof, the parties have hereunto caused this Renewal to be executed by their
duly authorized representatives,

Illinois Department of Healthcare
and Family Services

By:
Barry S, Maram
Director

Champaign County Sheriffs Office

_~"" i, 7/,1"1
By: ' L,/dJ:1==-l'-"L::- _

Dan; r. Walsh
Sheriff

Date: _ Date:

APPROVED:

C. Pius Weibel, Chairperson
Champaign County Board

By: _

Date:

2008-55-005-K2 Champaign County Sheriff's Office
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY COURTWATCHING PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

FOURTH ANNUAL REpORT-2007-2008

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS/COLLEGE OF LAW

Introduction
Abraham Lincoln often rode the old 8th Judicial Circuit on the old Springfield Road. Then, as
now, there were many farmsteads along the path to Urbana, the county seat of Champaign
Connty. When he arrived in town, Lincoln often jokingly recounted an experience he'd had
along the open stretch of prairie he had passed through:

"I saw a farmer and his wife toiling in the field and stopped to exchange greetings with
them. They seemed to welcome the break from their labors, but the nice lady looked at
me and remarked that I was the ugliest human being she had ever seen. I responded with
the apology that there was nothing I really could do about my God-given looks. Her
response, to my surprise, was that I could stay home!"

Each fall for many years, Trial Advocacy students and volunteers from the League of Women
Voters have traveled the halls and courtrooms of the Champaign County Courthouse to observe
proceediugs in one of the oldest continuous courtwatching programs in the state, if not the
nation. Courtwatching is a systematic review of court proceedings and personnel, done with a
view to reporting on the operation of our justice system. What courtwatchers see may not
always be pretty, but the exercise in an important one for the students and for the court system
alike. Simply stated, watched courts are not ugly, they are better courts.

League observers and law students provide a presence in our courtrooms throughout the year,
with a concentration of students each fall semester fulfilling a course requirement for each to
observe twelve hours of court proceedings. In recent years, we have formalized the collaboration
between the League and the College of Law; this is our fourth annual report to the community
based upon systematic collection and analysis of our observations to provide a statistically
meaningful report.

Courtwatching is an important program with many benefits. For the law students who
participate, it is an important learning tool as it provides exposure to the courtroom with real
people, real lawyers and real problems. For the courts, our structured observations provide
citizen scrutiny of the system and its strengths and weaknesses: unwatched courts are a danger
because so many decisions within them reflect society's values for the system of justice. For the
parties in the cases, courtwatching assures that there are exterual observers to monitor the
fairness of local proceedings. These litigants can have increased coufidence that their cases will
be handled and decided properly. For the lawyers participating in trials, courtwatching keeps
them on their toes, giving them more incentive to be prepared to do their work well.

A Brief History of our Reports
In 2004-05, our observers collectively found Champaign County's courts to be respectful places
where the formal proceedings were generally perceived to be fair and appropriate. At the same
time, the report raised concerns about how representative juries were in Champaign County, as
the 2005 findings demonstrated a significant discrepancy between the demographics of adults in
the Connty and those in jury pools at the courthouse. Our observations raised some other issues
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about perceived fairness as well. Members of the judiciary and administrative officials
responsible for the functioning of the courts responded promptly with several initiatives
examining possible explanations for the observed discrepancies and implementing improvements
aimed at producing more representative juries.

In the second year, our findings with respect to demographic variances between the population of
the county and the composition ofjuries were not repeated. Proceedings in Champaign County's
courts continued to be perceived as respectful in the large majority of cases.

Our third report again demonstrated variances in the demographic composition of juries in the
state courts, though not in the federal courts.

This year's report finds statistically siguificant over-representation of Caucasian females in our
jury pools with under-representation of Asian males. The over-representation of Caucasian
females in our jury pools has been a continuing feature since our first report. While our
observations document other differences between the composition ofjury pools with the
demographics of the Champaign County population, this year they are not statistically
significant.

Fourth Year Summary Report
Courtwatching observations presented in this report were recorded by more than 90 law student
observers and the League's standing corps of observers. This report is based on 1,229.3 hours of
observation or the equivalent of 153.7 work days. The average time per visit was 1.54 hours.
The state court observations comprise 857.5 hours of observation, or the equivalent of 107.2
workdays; the average length of observation time was 1.33 hours. The federal court observations
represent an additional 371.8 hours or 46.5 workdays of observations; the average length of visits
to federal courts was 2.53 hours. Defendant characteristics were recorded in only about half of
the observations.

We do not report on federal court jury pool or jury selections this year, as the number of
selections observed was too small to make statistically reliable observations.

STATE COURT REPORT

Defendants in these observations are overwhelmingly male, African-American, young and
charged with felonies. (Students appropriately observe the most serious of criminal cases.) In
more than 85% of the observations, defendants appeared to understand the proceedings in which
they were involved. At the same time, 11% of defendants appeared to understand half or less of
the proceedings in which they were involved.

There was a significant deviation in the composition of the jury pools relative to the population
of the County with respect to Caucasian females and Asian males. Caucasian females were
significantly overrepresented. The number of Asian males in observed jurors differs
significantly from what would be expected in a random sample of the County's residents. Unlike
previous years, we did not observe a statistically significant deviation in the representation of
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African-American males. Jury composition did not achieve exact parity with the Census reports
of population distribution in Champaign County, but the variation this year did not achieve
statistical significance.

Citizens in Illinois are called for jury duty based on random selections from lists compiled by
combining lists of 1) registered voters in the County; 2) those with driver's licenses age-eligible
to serve on juries; and 3) those who have obtained State identification cards. These lists are
obtained from the relevant record custodians (respectively, the County Clerk for voter
registrations and the Secretary of State for driver's licenses and identification cards), combined
by the Circuit Clerk's office, and then random selections are made from those lists by a computer
program. We sought information on the demographic composition of the list. from which jury
pools are assembled and learned that neither the County Clerk nor the Secretary of State collects
or records racial identification information. Of the registered voters in Champaign County,
52.3% are female.

Because the jury pool is selected by random sampling, the statistically significant observed
differences for Asian males and Caucasian females could be due to any of the following, either
singly or in combination: (1) differences by race and/or sex in the likelihood of having a driver's
license or state identification card, or being registered to vote; (2) differences by race and/or sex
in the likelihood of having a valid current address to which the jury summons can be delivered;
and/or (3) differences by race and/or sex in the likelihood of responding to the summons. The
limitation on this demographic data undermines efforts at defmitive explanations for our
fmdings.

Specific Findings, State Court

Our combined observation reports continue to find Champaign County's courtrooms to be
respectful places: in 97.5% of the observations, court personnel were reported to be very or
somewhat respectful; in 2.5% of the observations, court personnel were reported to be somewhat
disrespectful.

Defendant Characteristics
As to the persons involved in proceedings, a snapshot of our observations shows that:

85.2% of observed defendants were male, and 14.8% female

56% were African-American,
41.0% Caucasian, and
2.7% were Hispanic/Latino.

80.8% of observations were felonies
16% were misdemeanors, and
3.1% were traffic/petty offenses.
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A comparison of the observations from previous years shows some changes from one year to the
next. For example comparing the last two years of data points on defendant characteristics
shows:

Characteristic year two vearthree year four
Male 93% 76.5% 85.2%
Female 7% 23.5% 14.8%
African-

73% 70%
56.3%

American
Caucasian 25% 27.7% 41.0%
Hispanic/Latino 2% 2% 2.5%
Felonies 86% 75.5% 80.8%
Misdemeanors 12% 10% 16%
Traffic/nettv 2% 14.6% 3.1%

Defendant's Understanding of Proceedings, Rights, and Options; Respect
Our first report highlighted instances where some defendants did not appear to fully comprehend
all of the proceedings. We continue to have concerns about the perception that defendants are
not understanding proceedings. This year, in 89% of the observations, the defendant appeared to
uuderstand most or all of the proceedings; in 7% of the observations, the defendant appeared to
understand about half of the proceedings; in 3.62% of the observations, the defendant appeared
to understand very little or none of the proceedings.

Observers reported that in 94.44% ofthe observations, the defendant appeared to understand
his/her rights and options fully, very well, or reasonably well; in 6.56% of the observations, the
defendant appeared to understand his/her rights and options very little or not at all.

Overall, the level of respect demonstrated by judges to defendants was seen by observers as high.
There were two observations, 0.32% of all observations, in which judges were assessed as not at
all respectful to defendants.

Compared across years:
Characteristic vear two year three year four
Not at all respectful 0% 0% 0.32%
Somewhat disrespectful 2.5% 1.4% 1.11%
Neutral 15% 12% 21.17%
Somewhat respectful 20% 24% 21.48%
Verv respectful 63% 62% 55.92%

Summary of State Court Jury Pool and Jury Seating Analysis, Fall 2007
In the first year of observations, we saw a significant discrepancy between the demographics of
the County and citizens reporting for jury duty at the Champaign County Courthouse: while
census data indicated an 11% African-American population for Champaign County and a 15%
African-American population for the cities of Champaign and Urbana, the observed African­
American representation in the jury pools at the Champaign County Courthouse was about 6%.
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The second year's report did not observe variances other than statistically-expected ones. In the
third year, we reported variations in the composition of jury pools and the demographics of the
county: African-American males and Asian males were significantly underrepresented in the
jury pool relative to the percentages for these two groups in the population of Champaign
County; Caucasian females were significantly overrepresented.

This year, Caucasian females were again significantly overrepresented and Asian males
significantly underrepresented. The observed differences for African-American females,
African-American males, Asian females, Caucasian males, Hispanic males, and Hispanic
females were not statistically significant. The observed percentages of seating for Asian female
and Hispanic male jurors were lower than the percentages for other groups, but the numbers of
jurors in these two categories were too small for the results to be statistically significant.

According to the 2000 census, 78% of the population of Champaign County is Caucasian non­
Hispanic, II% is African-American, 7% is Asian, and 3% is Hispanic. Women account for
49.7% of the population. Assuming independence of race and sex, one can calculate expected
numbers for each category of race and sex in the jury pool if the pool were selected by random
sampling of the County's population (this is of course not the method that is actually used-c-see
above).

The following table gives the actual and expected numbers of jurors.

fJt dN bdET bl I N ba e urn ers an xpec e urn ers 0 urors
year year two year year three year four yea," four

Race and Sex two expected three expected number expected
of Juror number number in number number in in pool number in

in pool pool in pool pool pool
African- 6 6 3 IS 7 14
American Male
African- 12 6 8 14 12 14
American
Female
Asian Male 0 9 0 9
Asian Female 3 9 3 9
Caucasian Male 27 43 121 103 92 96
Caucasian 52 43 126 102 132 96
Female
Hispanic Male 0 4 1 4
Hispanic 1 4 0 4
Female

The observed differences for African-American females, African-American males, Asian
females, Caucasian males, Hispanic males, and Hispanic females are not statistically significant.
The observed percentages for seating ofjurors by race and sex are given below. According to
the results of Fisher's exact test and the chi-square test, there is no statistically significant effect
of race, sex, or the combination of race and sex, on the chance of being seated (P=0.4880,
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P~0.9605, and P~0.6856, respectively). Note that the percentages for Asian females and
Hispanic males are lower than the percentages for the other groups, but the numbers of jurors in
these two categories are too small for the results to be statistically significant.

dSb RfJT bl 2 S tia e ea mz 0 urors ace an ex
Race and Sex of Juror Number Seated Number Not Seated Percent Seated
African-American Male 5 2 714%
African-American Female 8 4 66.7%
Asian Female I 2 33.3%
Caucasian Male 60 32 65.2%
Caucasian Female 87 45 65.9%
Hispanic Male 0 I 0%
Total 161 86 65.2%

As has been the case in all four of our reports, the chance of a member of the jury pool being
seated as a juror or alternate juror did uot depend on the race or sex of the person. It also did not
depend on the combination of race and sex of the person.

Conclusion
The Illinois Constitution provides that the accused in a criminal prosecution has a right to a
"speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county in which the offense is alleged to have
been committed." We continue to be concerned about the issue of representative juries in
Champaign County on the basis of race and gender. We believe that continued observations and
public discussion of the issue will be beneficial.

Our studies take a snapshot of our court system in operation. We will continue to this annual
endeavor. We believe that knowledge of how our court and jury system, including community
representation, is valuable information for our community to have. Questions or feedback about
our courtwatching program should be referred to Ms. Miller, the Chair of the Champaign County
League of Women Voters Justice Committee or to Professors Beckett and Gunsalus at the
University of Illinois College of Law.
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The Champaign County Courtwatching Project

Joan Miller, Chair of the Justice Committee of the League of Women Voters of Champaign
County (LWYCC), coordinated this project for LWYCC. She organizes the Leagne
courtwatchers and is herself a veteran courtwatcher with many years of experience. Ms. Miller
provided training for the Trial Advocacy students who participated in the pilot project and leads
the League's courtwatchers.

J. Steven Beckett, Director of the Trial Advocacy Program at the College of Law at the
University of Illinois, taught the Trial Advocacy course that assigns students to do "real life"
courtwatching and oversaw all legal aspects of the project, including this final report.

Scott Kording, Adjunct Professor at the College ofLaw, originally created the website for data
input and continues to assist on an on-call basis.

Leslie A. Dempsey served as the College of Law internal project expert, coordinated student
observation times, and took responsibility for the many details required to collect and collate the
large quantity of data involved in this project.

C. K. Gunsalus, Adjunct Professor at the College of Law, served as liaison among all the project
participants, bringing parties together, working on the fmal report and finding resources.

Adam Martinsek, Professor of Statistics at the University of Illinois, performed the statistical
analysis.

This project's feasibility rested upon the full and willing participation of the law students
enrolled in Law 695, Fundamentals of Trial Practice, in the Fall 2007 semester at the College of
Law at the University of Illinois. Their time, energy and careful recordkeeping were essential.
Julie Campbell, the Trial Advocacy faculty assistant at the law school, assisted with data entry
and project coordination and we owe much to her service and dedication.

Finally, a study such as this is simply not possible without the cooperation and educational
approach of the judges and staff of the courts of Champaign County and the federal District
Court in Urbana, Illinois. The judges here have offered guidance and support for the students
and we are grateful to them.
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