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ANNOUNCEMENT 
Citizens Advisory Committee on Jury Selection 

In Champaign County Circuit Court 

Since 2005 the County Board has reviewed the annual report of the Champaign County 
Courtwatching Project, a collaborative effort by the League of Women Voters of 
Champaign County and the University of Illinois College of Law. Courtwatcbers 
compile statist ics on the demographics of juries and defendants, and on the demeanor of 
court personnel. One finding has been the under-representation of African Americans in 
the jury pool. 

On November 3, 2008, the County Board's Justice and Social Services Committee 
approved the formation of a Citizens Advisory Committee on Jury Selection in 
Champaign County. The objectives of the committee are to 

• Promote public awareness of jury selection procedures 
• Improve participation in jury service 
• Identify barriers that discourage participation in jury service 
• Propose means to overcome barriers to participation in jury service 

The County Board seeks a broad spectrum of citizens to serve on this advisory 
committee, which wiIJ report to the Board's Justice and Social Services Committee. 
Committee members will set meeting times and a meeting place. Applicants should 
expect to meet at least twice monthly, beginning in February 2009. 

Applications for appointment to the advisory committee will be accepted by the County 
Board Chair until January 2, 2009. In collaboration with Presiding Judge Thomas 
Difanis, Chair Pus Weibel will submit nominations for approval by the Justice and Social 
Services Committee at its January 5, 2009 meeting. 



Champaign County 

Citizens Advisory Committee on Jury Service 

(CAOS) 

Elected-Official and Court-Officer Appointees 
C. Pius Weibel, Chair, Champaign County Board 
Matthew Gladney, Chair, Justice & Social Services Committee~ 
Thomas Difanis, Presiding Judge, Champaign Circuit Court , __ \k'",-'_~ __ _ 
Roger Holland, Champaign Court Administrator d' !1l ;cJ. .. ~1 
Randall Rosenbaum, Champaign County Public Defender D ' . ( 6 

n I CA--,W/7. S 

Appointees from the General Public 
Aaron Ammons, Chair 
Patricia Avery, Vice-Chair 
William Brown 
Lorraine Cowart 
Brian Dolinar 
Barbara Kessel 
Joan Miller 
Jennifer Putman, Recording Secretary 
Patrick Thompson 
Kenneth Turner 

Members of the CACJS were appointed by the Champaign County Board in 
January 2009. Inaugural meeting: April 20, 2009 



S IXTH JUDICIAL CI RCU IT 
CHA MPAIGN COUNTY 

Dear Prospecti ve Juror ; 

Thomas J. Difanis 
CIRCU IT JUDGE 
COURTHOU SE 

101 East Main Street 
URBANA, ILLINO IS 6 180 1·2772 

TELEPHONE 384-3707 
AREA CODE 217 

Enclosed you will find a questionnair e designed to determine your eligibility for jury 
se rvice in Champaign County. By law, only individuals who are 18 years of age, are U.s. 
citizens, and who are Champaign County res idents can serve as jurors. Dozens of civil and 
criminal jury trials are conducted each year in Champaign County. T hej ustice system cannot 
function without individuals who are will ing and able to perform their civic duty in serving as 
jurors. Your participation ensures that trials are decided by ajury of one's peers. T his is the 
foundation of the American justice system. 

By completing and returning the enclosed questionnaire, your name wi]J be added to 
thousands of others in our pool of eligible jurors. Each week a computer system randomly 
selects ind ividuals' names from this pool. These individuals are then sent a summons 
infor ming them when and where they are to serve jury duty. 

I want to thank you in advance fo r your cooperation and fo r your willingness to serve 
our community as a juror. 

Very tr uly yours, 

Thomas J. Difanis, 
Presid ing Judge 



SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 

Dear Prospective Juror: 

Thomas J. Difanis 
CIRtulT JU DGE 
COURTHOUSE 

10 1 East Main Street 
URBANA, I LUNGIS 6180 1-2772 

September 11 , 2009 

TELEPHONE 384-3704 
AREACODE217 

Recently you received in the mail a questionnaire sent to you to detennine your eligibility for 
jury service in Champaign County. We have not received your response. Jury service is a civic 
responsibility that should not be taken lightly_ Without a pool of qualified j urors, individuals 
cannot have their legal matters resolved by a jury of their peers. This concept is the foundation 
of the American justice system. 

Please take this opportunity to complete the enclosed questionnaire. It should only take a few 
minutes of your time. When you have completed the questionnaire, please return it in the 
enclosed postage pre-paid envelope. Your failure to complete and return the questionnaire may 
result in yo ur prosecution for indirect contempt of court. 

I appreciate your cooperation and your commitment to the fa ir and responsible administration of 
justice in Champaign County. If you have any questions or concerns about the questionnaire. 
please do not hesitate to contact a jury clerk at (217) 53 1-7408. 

Very truly yours, 

Thomas J. Difanis, 
Presiding Judge 



Hello, 

My name is Patrick D . Thompson. I am a 41-year-old African American male, and a lifelong 

resident of Champaign County. I was appointed to the Champaign County Citizens Advisory 

Committee on Jury Service to study ways to increase the representation of African Americans 
and otber minorities in the jury pool of OUf county' 5 courts. 

Please understand : Jury service is a vcry important matter. , 

As an African American, I know we are constantly discussing how the legal system has failed 

the minority community. I am here today- as a member of the Advisory Committee on Jury 
Service-to encourage you to get involved. 

Register to vote----or apply for a driver' s license, a state ID. card, or onc afthe identity cards 

issued to persons with disabi lit ies. Taking these steps will put your name into random selection 

to be chosen as a prospective juror. These steps can help' someone you know get a fairer trial by a 
jury of his or her peers. 

If a Juror Qualification Questionnaire is mailed to you. fill it out and return it to the Court. 

If you are summoned to jury duty, respond to the summons. 

For a jury of your peers, you' ve got to be there. 

This is a public service announcement brought to you by the Advisory Committee on Jury 
Service. 





CHAMPAIGN COUNTY COURTWATCHING PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

SEVENTH REpORT- COVERING 2010-2011 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 

AND THE COLLEGE OF LAW 

Each fall for over twenty years, Trial Advocacy students and volunteers from the League of 
Women Voters have observed Champaign County court proceedings in one of the longest 
stand ing courtwatching programs in the state, if not the nation. League of Women Voters (LWV) 
and law student observers provide a presence in the courtrooms during the entire year, with a 
concentration of students each fa ll semester as they meet a Trial Advocacy course requirement 
that each student observes twelve hours of court. This proj ect provides a comprehensive review 
of court proceedings and personnel, with a parti cular focus on jury trials. This year's report is our 
seventh report to the community containing our systematic collection and anal ysis of 
observations to provide a statisti cally meaningful report. I 

Overview of the 2011 Observations 

Since our first report in 2004·2005, we have observed a trend that in Champaign felony criminal 
cases, defendants are overwhelmingly male, Afri can-American and young. That continues to be 
the case tbis year. This year, we also report significan t improvement in the observed 
composition ofthe .ury pools re lati ve to the population of Cham ai n County, based on census 
data. For the l.TSt time, e Dum er a expect A·can American jurors is not significan y 
un er-represented, even while white jurors are still over-represented in jury pools and seated 
juries. Also for tbe first time during the 2011 observation period, the number of African
American females in the jury pool almost precisely met statistical predictions. 

Our observations continue to document a system that appears to function and professionally, 
honoring the rights and responsibilities of c ivi l and criminalliligants as their cases are addressed 
in court. Our observers report that parties who come to court continue to be treated with respect 
by judges and circuit court staff, as well as by oppos ing attorneys and by their own attorneys. 
We had not one report this year of disrespectful conduct by court personnel. 

Citi zens in Illinois arc called for jury duty based on random selections from combined lists of: 
I) registered voters in the County; 2) those age-eligible to serve on juries with driver 's licenses; 
and 3) those holding Sta te identification cards. These lists are obtained from respectively, the 
County Clerk for voter registrations and the Secretary of State for driver 's licenses and 
identifi cation cards. The lists are combined by th e Circuit Clerk's office, and prospective jurors 
are tben randomly selected by a computer program. When we sought infonnation on the 
demographic composition of the lists from which jury pools are assembled early in our project's 
history, we learned that neither the County Clerk nor the Secretary o r State collects or records 
racial identification information. 

Because the jury poo l is selected by random sampling, the statistica lly.significant observed 
di ffe rences between census distri buti on and jury distribution could be due to any of the following 
reasons, e ither singly or in combination: (I ) differences by race and/or sex in the likelihood of 
having a driver 's license or state identification card, or being registered to vote; (2) differences 

INo report was issued in the fall of 20 11. This year's report covers the period from September 1, 2010, ending December 
1, 2011 during which, nineteen (19) jury trials were observed in 2010 and 26 in 201 I, for a total of 4S trials. 




















































