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STATUS 

 

On February 6, 2017, staff received a final response from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

regarding its evaluation and recommendations for protecting endangered species that could be affected by 

development on the subject property.  

 

On February 7, 2017, staff received an email from Chris Marx, City of Urbana Planner, that stated the 

City will not protest the rezoning for Case 858-AM-16. 

 

IDNR CONSULTATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

As noted in the previous memorandum, on December 8, 2016, staff initiated a formal consultation process 

with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) regarding the impact of the proposed map 

amendment and special use on the Barnhart Prairie and the Franklin Ground Squirrel.   

 

On January 11, 2017, IDNR representative Natalia Jones visited the subject property and adjacent Illinois 

Nature Preserve. She spoke with co-petitioner Abigail Frank during the visit regarding the Franklin 

Ground Squirrel habitat that is located where the grass parking area was proposed in the original Site 

Plan. The petitioners decided to propose a different parking area, northeast of the event center, and were 

told by IDNR that the proposed area would not be a concern.  

 

On February 6, 2017, the Zoning Department received the Natural Resources Consultation Termination 

Letter from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The letter (see attachment) included a list of 

recommendations that would help protect the Franklin Ground Squirrel habitat on the subject property, as 

follows: 

 

1. An ~8 foot buffer should be created between the proposed Bluestem Drive and the prairie 

boundary to minimize the possibility of species roadkill. The buffer should be mowed regularly 

and grass heights should not exceed ~4 inches with first mowing occurring before April 1st if 

weather conditions allow; 

 

2. All personnel working on site should be advised of the species presence and taught to recognize 

juvenile and adult Franklin’s Ground Squirrels. If the species is encountered, crews should stop 

work immediately and allow the squirrel to move away; 
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3. A speed limit sign should be installed by the entrance to Bluestem Drive; 

 

4. Any disturbance to a vegetated strip on the East side of the property along the proposed parking 

lot will result in incidental taking which is a violation of the Illinois Endangered Species 

Protection Act;  

 

5. If you wish to enhance the species habitat, construction of a berm or dirt pile will be beneficial. 

The species is likely to utilize any vegetated stockpiles (except clay). Please contact IDNR 

Biologist Eric Smith at 217-784-4730 ext. 225 for any additional information; 

 

6. Strict adherence to best management practices for erosion and sedimentation control measures 

should be used to minimize the possibility of any adverse impacts to the Nature Preserve. 

 

Staff forwarded the letter to petitioner Abigail Frank, and on February 6, 2017, staff received her response 

(see attachment). She indicated that she agrees to implement all recommendations.  

 

Had this IDNR consultation been completed within the anticipated timeline, staff would have included a 

Special Condition of approval based on these recommendations. As it stands, the Special Use Permit for 

the event center was approved by the ZBA without this condition. Nonetheless, a condition can still be 

added to the rezoning if ELUC and the County Board desire. 

 

PROPOSED SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

 

The following special condition was recommended by the ZBA for Case 848-AM-16: 

 

 A. The owners of the subject property hereby recognize and provide for the right of 

 agricultural activities to continue on adjacent land consistent with the Right to Farm 

 Resolution 3425.  

  

 The above special condition is necessary to ensure the following: 

  Conformance with Land Resource Management Plan Policy 4.2.3. 

 

Based on the IDNR recommendations, the following Special Condition of approval is recommended for 

the rezoning. All special conditions must be agreed to by the petitioner and that agreement should be 

reflected in the meeting minutes. 

 

B.        The petitioner shall abide by the recommendations of the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources (IDNR) Endangered Special Consultation letter dated February 6, 

2017, for Bluestem Hall (IDNR Project Number 1705136 [858-AM-16], which are the 

following: 

  (1) An ~ 8 foot buffer should be created between the proposed Bluestem Drive and 

   the prairie boundary to minimize the possibility of species roadkill. The buffer 

   should be mowed regularly and grass heights should not exceed ~ 4 inches with 

   first mowing occurring before April 1st if weather conditions allow. 

   

  (2) All personnel working on site should be advised of the species presence and  

   taught to recognize juvenile and adult Franklin’s Ground Squirrels. If the  
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   species is encountered, crews should stop work immediately and allow the  

   squirrel to move away. 

 

  (3) A 15 mile per hour or less speed limit sign should be installed by the entrance 

  to Bluestem Drive; 

 

  (4) There will be no disturbance to an existing vegetated strip on the east side of  

  the property along the proposed parking lot; disturbance will result in  

  incidental taking which is a violation of the Illinois Endangered Species  

  Protection Act. 

 

  (5) Strict adherence to best management practices for erosion and sedimentation 

  control measures should be used to minimize the possibility of any adverse  

  impacts to the Nature Preserve. 

  

 The special condition stated above is required to ensure the following:   

 The establishment of the proposed use shall be compliant with Illinois 

 Department of Natural Resources regulations and recommendations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

 

A Consultation Termination Letter from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources received 

 February 6, 2017 

 

B Email string between IDNR representative Natalia Jones, County Planner Susan Burgstrom, and 

 petitioner Abigail Frank dated February 6, 2017 

 

C Email from City of Urbana Planner Chris Marx received February 7, 2017 
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