
 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD 
COMMITTEE AGENDA 

  
    

VAC  COMMITTEE  
   Brookens Administrative Center, Jennifer K. Putman Meeting Room  
   1776 E. Washington, Urbana  
   Monday, January 23, 2012 – 4:00 p.m.  
   PLEASE NOTE TIME 
 
CHAIR:  Ralph Langenheim 
 
MEMBERS:  Carol Ammons, Lloyd Carter, Stephanie Holderfield, Stan James 
 
 ITEM            PAGE NO.
           
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Approval of Agenda/Addenda 

 
IV. Public Participation 

 
V. Constitution and By Laws of Veterans Assistance Commission of Champaign County 

 
VI. Discussion Regarding VAC Committee Role 

 
VII. Next Meeting Date 

 
VIII. Other Business 
 
IX. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Champaign County Administrative Services 
1776 E. Washington St. 
Urbana, IL    61802 
217-384-3776 

 
C. Pius Weibel 

County Board Chair 
Debra Busey  

County Administrator 
 



CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS OF VETERANSASSISTANCE COMMISION OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. The name of this commission shall be <‘Veterans AssistanceCommission of Champaign County”.

ARTICLE II— PURPOSE

Section 1. The purpose of this commission is to promote the welfare ofhonorably discharged veterans of military service and their families; to act asa central service office for all veteran organizations included as members ofthis commission and to handle all government claims work referred to theCommission by member organizations; and to have general oversight of thedistribution of all relief and supplies that may be appropriated for the benefitof military and their families and to formulate such tines and regulations inthe commission that will enable it to carry out the purposed above set forth

ARTICLE Ill JURISDICTION

Section I. The territory to be included within the jurisdiction of thisCommission shall be the entire county of Champaign, Illinois.

ARTICE IV — OFFICE

Section 1. The headquarters and principal office of this Commission shall bein the Champaign County Courthouse or the l3rookens AdministrativeCenter.

ARTICLE V — MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The membership to this Commission shall be composed of onedelegate and one alternate from each of the different posts of the AmericanLegion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Veterans of World WarII (AmVets), Marine Corps League, Disabled American Veterans (DAy),Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (JAVA) and other veteransorganizations recognized by the Congress of the United States or the generalassembly of the Slate of Illinois in the future. Each Delegate or Alternatemust be a Honorably Discharged Veteran of the United States Armed Forcesand must reside in Champaign County, Illinois. All Delegates andAlternates must have their eligibility certified in writing to the VACChampaign prior to taking office.
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CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS OF VETERANS 
ASSISTANCE COMMISION OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 

ARTICLE I - NAME 

Section 1. The name of this commission shaU be "Veterans Assistance 
Commission of Champaign County". 

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 

Section 1. The pUrpose of this commission is to promote the welfare of 
honorably discharged veterans of military service and their families; to act as 
a central service office for aU veteran organizations included as members of 
this commission and to bandle all government claims work referred to the 
Commission by member organizations; and to have general oversight of the 
distribution of aU relief and supplies that may be appropriated for the benefit 
of military and their families and to formulate such rules and regulations in 
the commission that will enable it to carry out the purposed above set forth. 

ARTICLE III - JURISDICTION 

Section 1. The territory to be included within the jurisdiction of this 
Commission shaU be the entire county of Champaign, llIinois. 

ARTICE N -OFFICE 

Section I. The headquarters and principal office of this CO,mmissioD sliall be 
iD the Champaign County Courthouse or the Brookens Administrative 
Center. 

ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP 

Section I. The membership to this Commission shall be composed of one 
delegate and one alternate from eacli of the different posts of the American 
Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Veterans of World War 
U (AmVets), Marine Corps League, Disabled American Veterans (DAY), 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (lAVA) and other veterans 
organizations recognized by the Congress of the United States or the general 
assembly qflbe State oflllinois in Ibe future. Each Delegate or Alternate 
must be a Honorably Discharged Veteran of the United States Armed Forces 
and must reside in Champaign' County, Illinois. All Delegates and 
Alternates must have Ibeir eligibility certified in writing to Ibe V AC 
Champaign prior to taking office. 



Section 1 The following local veterans organizations are recognized and
granted full voting membership: Champaign County Veterans Association,
University of [ilinols Veterans and Student Veterans at Parkiand (SVAP).

Section 3. The following organizations shall be represented:
American Legion Post 24, Champaign
American Legion Post 71, Urbana
American Legion Post 287, Rantoul
American Legion Post 290, Homer
American Legion Post 433, Sidney
American Legion Post 518. Ludlow
American Legion Post 559. Champaign
American Legion Post 580, Pesonim
American Legion Post 634. St Joseph
American Legion Post 996, Royal
American Legion Post 998, Ogden
American Legion Post 1015, Mahomet
AmerIcan Legion Post 1153, Penfleld
American Legion Post 1171, Philo
American Legion Post 1492, Savoy
AmVets Past 3, Champaign
Am Vets Post 52, Fisher
VFW Post 630, Urbana
VFW Post 5520. Champaign
VFW Post 6750, Rantoul
DAV Chapter 8, Champaign County
Marine Corp League Detachment 1231
Champaign County Veterans Association
University of Illinois Veterans
Student Veterans at Parkland (SVAP)

Section 4. Any veteran’s organization interested In the object and purpose of
this Commission and can quaLi1’ under die Statutes of the Stale of illinois,
subject to the rules and regulations governing admission, may upon approval

olthe members of this Commission, become active members thereof and
shall be represented by two of its members, one as delegate and one as
alternate.

Section 5. No one delegate or alternate shall be permitted to vote for any
organization other than the one they officially represent and they ma’ only
represent one organization at each meeting.
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Section 2. The following local veterans organizations are recognized and 
granted full voting membership: Cbampaign County Veterans Association, 
University of illinois Veterans and Student Veterans at Parkland (SV AP). 

Section 3. The following organizations shall be represented: 
American Legion Post 24, Champaign 
American Legion Post 71 , Urbana 
American Legion Post 287, Rantoul 
American Legion Post 290, Homer 
American Legion Post 433, Sidney 
American Legion Post 518,Ludlow 
American Legion Post 559, Champaign 
American Legion Post 580, Pesotum 
American Legion Post 634, St Josepb 
American Legion Post 996, Royal 
American Legion Post 998, Ogden 
American Legion Post 1015, Mahomet 
Am.erican Legion Post 1153, Penfield 
American Legion Post 1171 , Philo 
American Legion Post 1492, Savoy 
Am Vets Post 3, Champaign 
Am Vets Post 52, Fisber 
VFW Post 630, Urbana 
VFW Post 5520, Champaign 
VFW Post 6750, Rantoul 
DA V Chapter 8, Champaign County 
Marine Corp League Detachment 1231 
Champaign COlmty Veterans Association 
University oflllinois Veterans 
Student Veterans at Parkland (SV AP) 

Section 4. Any veteran' s organization interested in the object and plllpose of 
this Commission and can qualdy nnder the Statutes of the State oftilinois, 
subject to the rules and regulations governing admission, may upon approval 
of the members of this Commission, become active members thereof and 
sball be represented by two of its members, one as delegate and one as 
alternate. 

Section 5. No one delegate or alternate shall be pennitted to vote for any 
organization otber Ulan tbeone Oley officially represent and they may only 
represent one organization at each meeting. 



ARTICLE VI- OFFICERS
Section 1 Officers of this Commission shall be President, Vice President,Treasurer, Secretaty, Judge Advocate and other officers and deemednecessary by the Commission.

Section 2. All officers shall be elected at the annual meeting in the month ofNovember, and all officers so elected shall be installed and assume theirduties at the next regular meeting following their election and shall continuein the office for one year until their successors are regularly elected andinstalled.

Section 3. Any member of this Commission shall be eligible to hold aCommission office.

Section 4. Vacancies in any office occurring dining the year shall be filledby the members of this Commission. A vacancy shall exist when an officeris absent from regular meetings of said Commission for a period of timeconsidered detrimental to the interest of said Commission provided that novacancy shall be deemed to exist unless said officer shall have been absentfor not less than three consecutive meetings. Elections to 1111 vacancies shalloccur at the meeting following the vacancy notice to the commission.

ARTICLE VII- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Section 1. An Executive Committee, consisting of elected officers and two(2) other delegates elected by the Commission members.
Section 2. The Executive Committee shall direct the work of theCommission in the interim between the regular meetings of the Commission.This Committee shall decide matters of policy and action to be taken inemergencies arising between regular meetings,
Section 3. A quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of at leastthree members.

ARTICLE VIII- COMMITTEESSection 1 There shall be an Executive Committee, winch shall be composedof seven members of this Commission, including the President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer and Judge Advocate and two at largede’egates. The Superintendent shall hold ex-officio status.
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ARTICLE VI- OFFICERS 

Section 1. Officers of this Commission sball be President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Judge Advocate and other officers and deemed 
necessary by the Commission. 

Section 2. All officers sball be elected at the annual meeting in the month of 
November, and an office(s so elected sball be installed and assume their 
duties at the next re~ar meeting following their election and sball continue 
in the office for one year until their successors are regularly elected and 
installed. 

Section 3. Any member ofthis Commission shall be eligible to hold a 
Commission office. 

Section 4. Vacancies in any office occurring during the year shall be filled 
by tbe.members of this Commissiol).. A vacancy shall exist when an officer 
is absent froll] regular meetings of said Commission for a period of time 
considered detrimental to the interest of said Commission provided that no 
vacancy shall be deemed to exist unless said officer shall have been absent 
for not less than three consecutive meetings. Elections to fill vacancies shall 
occur at the meeting following the vacancy notice to the commission. 

ARTICLE Vll- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Section I . An Executive Committee, consisting of elected officers and two 
(2) other delegates elected by the Commission members. 

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall direct the work of the 
Commission in the interim between the regular meetings of the Commission. 
This Committee shall decide matters of policy and action to be talcen in 
emergencies arising between regular meetings. 

Section 3. A quorum of the Executive Committee sball consist of at least 
three members. 

ARTICLE VIII - COtv1MITTEES 
Section I . There shall be an Executive Committee, which shall be composed 
of seven members of this Commission, including the President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Judge Advocate and two at large 
delegates. The Superintendent shall hold ex-officio slatus. 



Section 2. The President shall, with the consent of the membership, appoint
a Grievance Committee, to which a veteran may appeal for satisthction if
he/she feels that any injustice has been done to himlber by any employee of
this Commission, either with reference to service or relief This Committee
shall consist of one member from each of the major veterans’ organizations
represented on this Commission,

Section 3. The president shall, with the consent of the membership, appoint
such other Committees as shall be deemed advisable to cany out the purpose
of tins commission.

ARTICLE IX — MEETINGS

Section 1. The regular meeting of this Commission shall be held on the first
Saturday of each month, at the hour of 2:30 p.m. Location of the meeting
shall rotate between American Legion Post 24&7 1 and VFW Post
630&5 520 and shall transact such business as may be properly brought
before it.

Section 2. The regular meeting of this Commission held in the month of
November of each year shall be the annual meeting at which time all
officers of this Commission shall be elected.

Section 3 Special meetings may be called by the President or two others
members of this Commission and the Secretary shall give notice of such
meetings by mailing a copy of the notice to all members of the Commission
at least three days prior to the date of said meeting. The call shall state the
purpose of the special meeting and no other business then that for which it is
called shall be transacted.

Section 4. Procedures at all business meetings shall be governed by Roberts
Rules of Order, except as herein otherwise provided or amended.

Section 5. Representatives from 13 member organizations shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of transacting and and all business at any meeting of
the commission. Majority of Quorum shall be 9.

ARTICLE X - SUPERINTENDENT

Section 1 The Executive powers of this Commission shall be vested in the
Superintendent, who shall be elected by the Commission to serve at the
pleasure of the Executive Committee.
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Section 2. The President shall, witb the consent of the membership, appoint 
a Grievance Committee, to whicb a veteran may appeal for ~sfaction if 
belshe feels that any injustice bas been done to himlber by any employee of 
this Commission, either with reference to service or relief. This Committee 
shall consist of one member frOiD eacb of the major veterans' organizations 
represented on this Commission. 

Section 3. Th~ president sb;ill, witb the consent of the membership, appoint 
such other Committees as shall be deemed advisable to carry out the purpose 
of this commission.. 

ARTICLE IX - MEETINGS 

Section I. The regular meeting of this Commission sball be held on the first 
Saturday of each month, at the bour of2:30 p.m. Location of the meeting 
shall rotate between American Legion.Post 24&71 and VFW Post 
630&5520 and sbaIl transact sucb business as may be properly brought 
before it. . ' 

Section 2. The regular· meeting oflhis Commission held in the month of 
November of eacb year shall be the annual meeting, at which time all 
officers of this Commission shall be elected. 

Section 3. Special meetings may be called by the President or two others 
members of this Commission and the Secretary shall give notice of such 
meetings by mailing a copy of the notice to all members of the Commission 
at least three days prior to the date of said meeting. The call sball state the 
purpose of the special meeting and no other business then that for which it is 
called shall be transacted. 

Section 4. Procedures at all business meetings shall be governed by Roberts 
Rules of Order, except as herein otherwise provided or amended. 

Section 5. Representatives from 13 member organizations shall constitute a 
quorum for the purpose of transacting and and all business at any meeting of 
the commission. Majority of Quorum shall be 9. 

ARTICLE X - SUPERINTENDENT 

Section I . The Executive powers of this Commission shall be vested in the 
Superintendent, who shall be elected by the Commission to serve at the 
pleasure of the Executive Committee. 
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Section 2. The Superintendent of the Veteran’s Assistance Commission shallappoint a Secretary to assist him/her in the duties of the office, subject to theapproval of the Commission delegates.Section 3. Neither the Superintendent or the Secretary shall be allowed tohold any office or any political office during employment as suchSuperintendent or Secretary/Assistant to the Superintendent.
Section 4, The Superintendent shall, under the direction of the Commission,maintain an office in the County County Courthouse or the BrookensAdministrative Center; said office to be used solely by the Commission forthe carrying out of its purposes.

Section 5. This office shall be provided, furnished and equipped by theCounty with all the necessary supplies, including desks, computers,telephones, printing, stationery and postage.Section 6. This office shall be conducted in the interest of and for service tomilitary veterans and their families and survivors who need assistance andfor the rendering of such services as may be considered reasonable forcartying out the purposes of this Commission.
Section 7. The office shall be wider the direction of the Superintendentfitrther designated as Superintendent of Veterans Assistance Commission ofChampaign County, who shall investigate and report to the VeteransAssistance Commission delegates all claims for relief under the law.
Section 8. The Superintendent and employees of the Commission may bebonded in the amount recommended by the Commission.
Section 9. The Superintendent shall receive annual salary in the amountrecommended by this Commission and the office Staff also shall be properlycompensated, in order to be able, to cani out intent of the Commission.

ARTICLE XI — SUPERINTENDENT’S ASSISTANTS
Section 1. The Superintendent shall appoint his Assistant from applicationsfiled by veterans, spouses, widows and or dependents, if possible, subject toapproval of the Commission Delegates.
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Section 2. The Superintendent pfthe V~teran's Assistance Commission shall 
appoint a Secretary 'to assist bimlher in the duties of the office, subject to the 
approval of the Commission delegates. 
Section 3. Neither the Superintendent or the Secretary shall be allowed to 
bold any office or any political office during employment as such 
Superintendent or Secretary/Assistant to the Superintendent. 

Sectio'n 4. The Superintendent sball, under the direction oftJle Commission, 
maintain an office in the County County Courthouse or the Brookens 
Administrative Center; said office to be used solely by the Commission for 
the carrying out of its purposes. 

Section 5. This office shall be provided, furnished and equipped by the 
County with all the necessary supplies, including desks, computers, 
telephones, printing, stationery and postage. 
Section 6. This office sball be conducted in the interest of and for service to 
military veterans and their families and survivors who need assistance and 
for the rendering of such services as may be considered reasonable for 
carrying out the purposes of this Commission. 

Section 7. The office shall be under the direction ofthe Superintendent 
further designated as Superintendent of Veterans Assistance Commission of 
Champaign County, who shall investigate and report to the Veterans 
Assistance Commission delegates all claims for relief under the law. 

Section 8. The Superintendent and employees of the Commission may be 
bonded in the amount recommended by the Commission. 

Section 9. The Superintendent shall receive annual salary in th.e amount 
recommended by this Commission and the office Staff also shall be properly 
compensated, in order to be able, to carry out intent of the Commission. 

ARTICLE XI - SUPERINTENDENT'S ASSISTANTS 

Section I. The Superintendent sball appoint his Assistant from applications 
filed by veterans, spouses, widows and or dependents, if possible, subject to 
approval of the Commission Delegates. 
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ARTICLE XIII- AMENDMENTS

Section 1. These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting by a vole
of two-thirds of the membership attending such regular meeting, woded
that the proposed amendment shall have been given to all members of the
Commission (delegates and alternates) at least five days in advance of the
date when such amendment is to be acted upon, noti’ing said members that
at such meeting a proposal to amend the By-Laws is to be voted upon.

RespectThljy submitted,

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Champaign County.

Adopted October 2,2010

Readopted and amended December 18, 2010
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ARTICLE xm - AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. These By-Laws may be amendeil at any regular meeting by a vote 
of two-thirds of the membersbip attending such regular meeting, provided 
that the proposed amendment shall have been given to all members of the 
Commission (delegates and alternates) at least five days in advance of the 
date when such amendmeni is to be acted upon, notifying said members that 
at such meeting a proposat to amend the By-Laws is to be voted upon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Champaign County. 

Adopted October 2, 2010 

Readqpted and amended December 18, 20 I 0 
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