
CASE 014-AT-21 
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM 
July 20, 2021
 
Petitioner: Zoning Administrator 
 
Request: Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance to establish beekeeping 

requirements as summarized in the full legal advertisement and summarized 
as follows: 
1.   Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”, 

“beekeeping”, “honey bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms. 
 
2.    Add footnotes 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses. 
 
3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses.  
 
4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, 

with new requirements for beekeeping. 
 
5.    Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit 

Application Fee to establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 
Districts. 

    
Location:  Unincorporated Champaign County 
 
Time Schedule for Development:  As soon as possible     
 
Prepared by:  Susan Burgstrom, Senior Planner 

John Hall, Zoning Administrator 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Environment and Land Use Committee heard complaints about honey bees in residential 
subdivisions at the April 8, 2021, meeting and asked to review a proposed honey bee amendment at 
the May 6, 2021 meeting. ELUC approved consideration of the proposed text amendment at that 
meeting. 
   
Any zoning approval must be based on a similar land use as listed in Section 5.2 Table of Authorized 
Uses in the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, but there is no similar land use in Section 5.2.  
 
Numerous comments have been received, which can be found in Attachments D, E and F. A petition 
signed by 561 people was received the week of July 12th; an example set of those sheets can be found 
in Attachment G, and all signature sheets can be found on the ZBA meetings website: 
http://www.co.champaign.il.us/CountyBoard/meetings_ZBA.php. 
 
Attachment H includes two maps prepared by P&Z Staff that illustrate the residential zoning districts 
in Champaign County where beekeeping would be regulated.  
 
 

Champaign County 
Department of 

 
Brookens Administrative 

Center 
1776 E. Washington Street 

Urbana, Illinois 61802 
 

(217) 384-3708 
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us 
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning 

 
 

 

 PLANNING & 
ZONING 

http://www.co.champaign.il.us/CountyBoard/meetings_ZBA.php
file://asdctdc1/WINDOWS/Temp/Cache1/Content.Outlook/USI7BCCV/www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning


2  Case 014-AT-21 
Zoning Administrator 

JULY 20, 2021    

 
ELUC MEETINGS LEADING TO THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
The following is a timeline of the ELUC meetings that led to this amendment: 
• The Environment and Land Use Committee (ELUC) heard complaints about honey bees in the 

Prairieview Subdivision at their July 5, 2018, meeting. The Zoning Administrator was later told 
that all bees had been moved out of the Prairieview Subdivision. 

 
• ELUC heard complaints about honey bees in the Prairieview Subdivision again at their October 8, 

2020 meeting, and reviewed selected honey bee ordinances and relevant Illinois Administrative 
Code rules. Attachment B is the memorandum dated September 28, 2020. The Zoning 
Administrator confirmed to ELUC that he had been told there were no honey bees being kept in 
the Prairieview Subdivision.  

 
• A draft amendment was reviewed by ELUC at their November 5, 2020 meeting, where 14 citizens 

spoke against the proposed amendment and the Committee decided not to send the amendment for 
a public hearing at the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
• The Committee heard complaints about honey bees in the Prairieview Subdivision again at their 

April 8, 2021 meeting, and reviewed a petition supporting the adoption of a Zoning Ordinance 
amendment for beekeeping signed by residents of both the Prairieview Subdivision and two 
residents on Mary Lou Drive, not in the Prairieview Subdivision. Attachment D includes the 
comments from this meeting. Attachment E includes the petition. 

 
• The Committee reviewed the same draft amendment again at their May 6, 2021 meeting, and 

authorized the amendment to go to a public hearing.  Attachment C is the memorandum dated 
April 26, 2020. The Zoning Administrator confirmed to ELUC that he had been told there were no 
honey bees being kept in the Prairieview Subdivision.  

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT AS IT RELATES TO THE NUISANCE ORDINANCE 
 
The proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance goes hand in hand with a proposed amendment to 
the Nuisance Ordinance. The Nuisance Ordinance amendment does not require ZBA recommendation 
and only requires one hearing before ELUC. The proposed Nuisance Ordinance amendment means that 
nonconformities (existing beekeeping enterprises) will need to bring their colony into compliance if the 
P&Z Department confirms a valid nuisance complaint. The proposed amendment to the Nuisance 
Ordinance can be found in Attachment J, but is not subject to revision or approval by the ZBA. 
 
APPROVAL PROCESS 
 
At minimum, the proposed amendment (at the end of Attachment K) will be discussed at the July 29, 
2021 and August 12, 2021 ZBA meetings in order to provide municipalities and interested parties 
time to provide comments. The earliest that a recommendation from the ZBA would come back to 
ELUC is September 9, 2021, and the earliest that the County Board could adopt the amendment would 
be October 21, 2021.  
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
A Legal advertisement 

B         ELUC Memorandum dated September 28, 2020 

C ELUC Memorandum dated April 26, 2021 

D Public comments regarding problems with honey bees from the April 8, 2021 ELUC meeting 

E Public handouts and a petition requesting adoption of a honey bee amendment from the April 
8, 2021 ELUC meeting            

F Public comments received between the May 6, 2021 ELUC meeting and July 19, 2021 

G Example of petition sheets received the week of July 15, 2021  
(full signature pages of petitions can be found on ZBA meetings website) 
 

H Maps of Proposed Regulated Beekeeping Areas in unincorporated Champaign County created 
by P&Z Staff on July 12, 2021 

I Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP) Goals & Objectives (available on ZBA meetings website) 

J Proposed Nuisance Ordinance amendment (not subject to revision or approval by ZBA) 

K Preliminary Finding of Fact, Summary Finding of Fact, and Final Determination for Case 014-
AT-21 dated July 29, 2021, with attachment: 
• Full text of the proposed beekeeping amendment dated July 29, 2021 

 



LEGAL PUBLICATION: WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021               CASE: 014-AT-21  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN REGARD TO AN AMENDMENT TO THE TEXT OF 
THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

CASE 014-AT-21 

The Champaign County Zoning Administrator, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, has filed a 
petition to amend the text of the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance. The petition is on file in the 
office of the Champaign County Department of Planning and Zoning, 1776 East Washington Street, 
Urbana, IL. 

A public hearing will be held Thursday, July 29, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. prevailing time in the Shields-
Carter Meeting Room, Brookens Administrative Center, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, IL, at 
which time and place the Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals will consider a petition for the 
following: 

Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
1. Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”, “beekeeping”, “honey

bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms.

2. Add footnote 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for “AGRICULTURE”
for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, that indicates that beekeeping shall be authorized per the
requirements of Section 7.8.

3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for “AGRICULTURE”
for the R-4 and R-5 Districts, that indicates that beekeeping is not an authorized USE in the
R-4 and R-5 DISTRICTS.

4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, with new requirements
including but not limited to the following:
A.  Beekeeping shall be authorized only as a home occupation and subject to the

requirements of Section 7.1.1 except where the requirements of this Section are in
addition to or exceed the requirements of Section 7.1.1, and shall be authorized by a
Zoning Use Permit in accordance with  Section 9.1.2 of the Zoning Ordinance prior to
establishment.

B.  All beekeeping shall be in compliance with the State of Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act
and all beehives and/ or nucleus colony shall be registered with the Illinois Department
of Agriculture.

C. Beekeeping shall be in compliance with the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance.

D. Add a limit on the number of beehives that may be kept on a lot based on the area of the
lot as follows:
(1)  On a lot with no more than 10,000 square feet of area there shall be no more than

three beehives and for each additional 10,000 square feet of lot area there may be
one additional beehive; and
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(2) One nucleus colony shall be allowed for each authorized beehive provided that the
nucleus colony is moved or combined with an authorized colony within 30 days;
and

(3)  Allow temporary housing of one swarm of honey bees for no more than 3 months
from the date acquired, subject to notifying the Zoning Administrator.

E. Add a minimum required separation between any beehive and/or nucleus colony and a
lot line of 10 feet and 30 feet to any street right of way, improved alley, or access
easement, and 30 feet to any structure on any adjacent lot.

F. Add requirements for management practices as follows:
(1) Add a requirement that any beehive and/or nucleus colony on any lot with 40,000

square feet or less lot area to be enclosed by a four-feet high fence or wall with a
self-latching gate.

(2) Add a requirement for a minimum six-feet high flyway barrier for any beehive and/
or nucleus colony located less than 16 feet from a lot line and require the flyway
barrier to extend a minimum of 10 feet on each side of the beehive and/ or nucleus
colony.

(3) Add a requirement for a minimum of two sources of water to be continuously
available in the apiary when honey bees are active outside a beehive.  Each required
water source shall be no further from a beehive or nucleus colony than one-half the
distance to any other possible water source on any adjacent lot and shall allow
honey bee access to water by landing on a hard surface.

G. Add a requirement that any BEEKEEPING that exceeds any of the standards in
paragraphs 7.8 D. through F. may be authorized by SPECIAL USE Permit.

5. Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit Application Fee to
establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts.

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing and be heard. Please wear a mask if you are not 
vaccinated. If you would like to submit comments or questions before the meeting, please call the P&Z 
Department at 217-384-3708 or email zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us no later than 4:30 pm the day of 
the meeting. The hearing may be continued and reconvened at a later time. 

Ryan Elwell, Chair 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals 

TO BE PUBLISHED: WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021, ONLY 

Send bill and one copy to: Champaign County Planning and Zoning Dept. 
Brookens Administrative Center 
1776 E. Washington Street 
Urbana, IL 61802 
Phone: 384-3708 
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6.12 - Regulations I City of St. Charles Municipal Code Book Page 4 of 7 

6.12.085 - Beekeeping 

".-\piary" shall mean a place 1d1c're bee n.ikrni,.'., ,.1:·,· ,:•:·p:. 
"Bee" shall mean c:n:, stage of the ::-ommun d,i:'tc'-<::·. l:,_,,:-'_1· b:','. 
··colony" shall nwan a hiw anti its equipment ,:,1:.' ,:p;1, .,·,,,·,un·:.·d. including bees.
comb, honey. ptillen, and brood.
"l·li1·e" shall mean ,l �trul'lure intended fur tt1s:" h,, .. 0 ir,; n;',; hec ,·,1lnn,:. 
/\!:'gislmtion 4Hit·t•s: 
.-\II Bee colonies must be registered 1dth th:: ;,t_;1,., ·/ Lllir> ,;i, [>,·p.irtment of 
.-\griculture 
.-\ll bee colonies must bt> kept in inspt'(·tabk t::P,' hi·":; ,,:i'h r-:rnun1ble l'ornbs. 11·hil-h 
must be kept in sound and usable condilio11. 
Siy11C1yc: 
BeE'keepers shall conspicuous!�- post a 1,:ealh,·rp1·,,;,, ;:c:; ::, :;c«.-t t,�n (10) inches b1· 
one (1) foot on all l.ot lines facing abutting pr,,pc·t·ti..'., ,rnd ,,:, t 1 1e Beehiw or .-\piary 
fence outside uf the latched gate 1,·ith the st,ilc·,:1,0 ;:t. ::,Lt :c l<.,c�i.;kred Beehiw(s) on 
Prope1ty" or similar language tlrnt make,; cle:ir ti,;:.' i,,·6 ,F", ,n the premises. The 
sign must be Yisible and C'asih· read from (;llt�id,: !th' pt·:ipcr,:_1·. 
\\'ater: 

Each beekeepc•r shall ensure that a rnnwnil'l1: ,,.1,•r.:� u, ._, ,,,•r ._,·ithin ten (10) feet of 
tht> l:kehiw· is avail,1ble at all timd lo tlw ht·,·s ,u d:.1l th,· i>•:c, will not l'ungregate at 
s•ximming pools. bibrncks. pet 1,·ater b<nd.,. bi!',:rkl!\S ur oth,·r '.•:,1ter sourct's \>.'ltere 
they m,1.1· cause human. bird. or domestic 1wt ,· .. ,nu,·:.. Th 0 ··:-:;_;t,.>r shall be maintained
S•J as not to become slag,llant . 
• \/ (I j ll tl'll(l/1('(':
Each beekeeper shall cnsurL' that no bee l'Umb cir ,.i.h .'r r:,:cc•,iJI, that might 
em·,.n1ragt• rnl>bing arc• left upon the grounds i>:' th·: -i:,:·. l."pon tlwir remu1·,i! 
from the hin•. all snch materials shall prumpt 1_,· he: <.!i,p,,.,. ,.\ n:' i!1 a seakd l'Lmtainer nr 
placc•t! 1,ithin a huildin� L>r Llltwr hee-p,·oot ;•;1t:l·h,.::·,,. 

Prohibit"d: 

The kL'eping by any perslln uf lwc col,inil's i,1 th·.' C;:__•: n,,: ;:; ,,n:1pliance 11ith this 
Sel'linn i, pmhihitc'd. ,\111· bee l'Ulllny nlli re.,i•_);:1� i;1" hi··.ec· .,ln:-:ture intc,nc\ed for 
lwek('eping. or any c,1l<Jny residing in a stand:::\' , ;:· h-n�!l't,1c:,!t· hiYe 1d1ich. by 1·irl1H' 
ur it� l'Onditiun, has olll·iously heen abandon;_•,.i. n,. 1.L·,:t,·,.\. ,;1· 1ni,nwnaged by the• 
beekt'eper. is unlawful. 
Size 1rncl Nwnber o/'f·lit 1 ,·s: 
Apiaries may consist of not more than l'-'"O (:2j hi•:,> ( ·,1 ,, \H111w,·ty L'On,-i.,ting of no 
more than six (6) huxes per hiH•. 
BC'ehit•e Loc·utifJ11: 

Apiaries may (/!\I�· he located ,1nd maintnin,:d 1;1 r,:·,<:.!c,:u-,' d:.;:rieh \c·ith singk famil�­
,iwner occupied residence� occupied b1· the B:-ek<:,,·p,,'r 

(a) ,.\piarit·s shall be lucated on!>· in,, r�,,,· >. :,t·,'.

(b) . .\piaries shall be located at k,ist :_1,::.'nt\· i 2·>' f-':''- frum all side and rear
property lines.
(c) . .\piaries and Beehi\·es sha!\ nlll !>;0 l'•c-:·.�, i •.' .. :,.i ,;;, r<.H)tt,Jps Dr balconies.

(2017-M-12: § 2) 
Back to tup 

6.12.090 - Selling rabbits or fowl as novelties prohibited 

:'io person shall sell, offer for sale or giH· a1,: .. !1· c1s.: �Jc"t ,!1'. '-. rctbhit or fo1d that ha,; 
been dyed. colored or otherwise treated to iinp,irt ,:', ,_trliri�·i,\l cDlor thereto. Baby 
chicks, ducklings. goslings and turtles shall 11' ,t b� ;;,,\,.: . .-,!'t-•r.,·cl for sale. battered or 
gi\·en il\\·ay a:; pt>b or mll·elties. 
(1977-M-11: (part): Prior code: § 20 .. .p) 
Back to lop 

https:/ / codebook.stcharles i I.gov/ti tle-6-animals/c6 l 2 
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Whitewater, WI Code of Ordinances Page 1 of 4 

Chapter 9.20 - BACKYARD BEEKEEPING 

Footnotes: 

--- (2) ---

Editor's note- Ord. No. 1915A, §/,adopted Feb. 18, 2016, amended the code by adding 

provisions designated as Ch. 9.18, §§ 19.18.010-19.18.040. Inasmuch as there were already 

provisions so designated, the provisions have been redesignated as Ch. 19.20, §§ 

19.20.010-19.20.040 at the discretion of the editor. 

9.20.01 0 - Purpose. 

The following regulations will govern the keeping of honey bees and are designed to prevent 

nuisances and prevent conditions that are unsafe. No person shall keep honey bees unless the 

following regulations are followed: 

(1) Number. No more than three colonies of honey bees shall be allowed for

each principal structure. There may be maintained on the same property, one

additional nucleus colony in a hive structure not exceeding one standard nine

and five-eighths-inch depth ten-frame hive body with no supers attached as

required from time to time for management of splitting colonies or captured

swarms. Each such nucleus colony shall be moved, disposed of, or combined

with an authorized colony within thirty days after the date it is acquired. If the

beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of honey

bees from a location where they are not desired at the request of a property

owner or city of Whitewater employed staff, a beekeeper may maintain these

swarm colonies on their property and not be considered in violation of the

portion of this chapter limiting the number of colonies while temporarily

housing the swarm for no more than thirty days after the date the swarm is

acquired. Two additional colonies per acre would be allowed for every

property one acre or larger in size.

(2) Setbacks. Beehives shall be kept at least thirty feet from any principal

structure other than the owner's principal structure. Beehives shall not be

located within five feet of a side yard or rear yard lot line. Beehive entrances

shall face away from the property line of the residential lot closest to the

beehive. Beehives shall not be located in the front yard.

19 
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Whitewater, WI Code of Ordinances Page 2 of 4 

Enclosure. Honey bees must be maintained in beehives with removable 

combs for inspection purposes. Both langstroth and top bar beehives are 

acceptable structures. The beehive structures must be maintained in good 

repair. 

(4) Flyway Barrier. For any beehive placed within thirty feet of a developed public

or private property line, as measured from the nearest point of any hive to

the property line, a six-foot tall flyway barrier must be constructed and must

extend at least ten feet on either side of the nearest beehive. The flyway

barrier is defined as a solid or closely slatted fence (no more than three

inches between slats), wall, dense line of vegetation, or combination thereof.

The purpose of the flyway barrier is to raise the flight path of bees leaving the

beehive, thereby limiting their interactions with nearby residents. The

requirement will be waived, however, if the beehive is placed on an elevated

porch, balcony, or roof top that is at least ten feet off the ground and at least

ten feet from the property line and at least twenty-five feet from any adjacent

dwelling or occupied structure. The flyway barrier shall still be required for an

elevated porch, balcony, or roof top if the adjacent property has a similar

elevated porch, balcony, or roof top.

(5) Water Sources. Because the most common nuisance complaint of urban

honey bees is bees congregating at nearby water sources such as bird baths,

pet water bowls, and pools, beekeepers must maintain two water sources on

their property and each water source shall be continually filled with water

when the bees are active outside the hive (water source may cease in the

winter months). At least one of the two water sources shall be placed within

20 
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Whitewater, WI Code of Ordinances Page 3 of 4 

twenty feet of the beehives. Suggested water sources would include a bird 

bath that is regularly filled with water and/or a chicken waterer - each filled 

with stones to allow bees to perch near the water. 

(6) Beekeepers shall ensure that no empty beehives, bee comb, or other

materials that might encourage robbing are left upon the property. Upon

their removal from the hive, all such materials shall promptly be disposed of

in a sealed container or placed within a building or other bee-proof

enclosure. No open feeding of honey bees is allowed.

(Ord. No. 191 SA, § I, 2-18-2016) 

9.20.020 - Permit. 

A permit shall be required to keep honey bees in the city of Whitewater. An application for a 

permit must contain the following items: 

(1) The name, phone number, and address of the applicant.

(2) The location of the subject property.

(3) A proposal containing the following information:

(A) A description of beehives and required flyway barriers providing

dimensions and the precise location of beehives and flyway barrier in

relation to property lines and adjacent properties.

(B) The application fee charge for the permit shall be $10.00. There shall be

no charge for renewal of the permit.

(4) If the applicant proposes to keep honey bees in the yard of a rented dwelling,

the applicant must present a signed statement from the owner of the

dwelling consenting to the applicant's proposal for keeping honey bees on

the premises.

{Ord. No. 1915A, § I, 2-18-2016) 

9.20.030 - Permit renewal. 

Permits will be granted on an annual basis {unless this section is repealed). If the permittee 

follows the terms of the section, the permit will be presumptively renewed (unless this section is 

repealed) and the applicant may continue to keep honey bees under the terms and conditions of 

the initial permit. The city neighborhood services director may refuse to renew or may revoke the 

21 
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Whitewater, Wl Code of Ordinances Page 4 of 4 

permit at any time, (after giving the permittee fifteen days' notice of the basis for the revocation 

or non renewal and an opportunity to be heard on the issue) if the permittee does not follow the 

terms of this section, or if the neighborhood services director finds that the permit holder has not 

maintained beehives or provided the required two water sources that are continuously containing 

water. If the honey bee ordinance is repealed, no party shall have the right to keep honey bees 

based on a nonconforming use status obtained under this section. 

(Ord. No. 191 SA, § I, 2-18-2016) 

9.20.040 - Penalty. 

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, 

be subject to a penalty of not less than $50.00 or more than $100.00 for the first offense; and for 

the second offense within one year, shall be subject to a penalty of not less than $100.00 or more 

than $200.00; and for a third and subsequent offenses within one year not less than $200.00 or 

more than $300.00, together with the costs of prosecution. 

(Ord. No. 1915A, § I, 2-18-2016) 

22 
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From Section 151.133 Accessory Uses from the Unified Development Ordinance of Lake 

County, Illinois 

(R) Beekeeping and apiaries. The keeping of honey bees, of the European species Apis

mefifera, shall be permitted in the Agricultural, Rural Estate. Estate, R1, R2, R3, and R4

Zoning Districts on lots less than 200,000 square feet in area, as an accessory use to a

principal use, provided the following conditions are met,

(1) Number of beehives. Two full beehives (hives) and two "nucleus hives" shall be

permitted on lots up to and including a-minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet of area, 

and one beehive and one nucleus hive shall be permitted for each additional 10,000 

square feet. There shall be no limit on the number of hives kept on parcels with an area 

of 200,000 square feet or more. Nucleus hives, consisting of five or fewer frames, are 

kept for the purposes of queen and pest management. 

(2) Location and setbacks.

(a) Setbacks to property lines. Hives and related structures that form the apiary

shall be located a minimum of 30 feet from any adjoining improved alley, easement for 

purposes of ingress or egress, or road right-of-way and a minimum of ten feet from all 

other property lines. In the case of an unimproved right of way, this provision may be 

modified by the Planning. Building and Development Department Director in 

consultation with the appropriate local roadway authority. 

(b) Setback to habitable structures. Hives shall be located a minimum of 30 feet

from any existing habitable structures on any adjoining parcel, such as dwellings, non­

residential buildings, patios, porches, gazebos, decks, swimming pools, or permanently 

affixed play equipment, but not including storage structures such as garages or sheds. 

(c) Fencing. On parcels of 40,000 square feet or less, hives shall be enclosed

behind a minimum four-foot high fence, hedge, or wall. 

(d) Signage. In lieu of the fencing requirement in subsection (R)(2)(c) above, a

sign, or signs, identifying the presence of beehives on the property shall be posted so as 

to be reasonably visible within close proximity of the apiary. 

(e) Flyway barrier. On parcels of 40,000 square feet or less, where the beehive

entrance is oriented to an exterior property line, a six-foot high, solid flyway barrier (e.g., 

fence, wall, or dense shrub) shall be located between the hive entrance and the property 

line and shall extend five feet in each direction. 

(3) Management practices.

(a) Water supply.

1. A supply of water shall be continuously available and located within the

parcel, provided that it is closer than water sources on any adjoining parcel. 

2. Water supply shall be designed to allow bees to access water by landing on a

hard surface. Water requirement shall be in effect from April 1 to November 30 or any 

and all days in which temperature exceeds 55 degrees for three consecutive days. 

23 
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(b) Requeening. In any instance in which a hive exhibits unusually aggressive
characteristics, as verified by lliinois Apiary inspector, the property owner shall destroy, 
move to another parcel, or requeen the hive within 14 days of observation. 

(c) Moveable combs. All honey bees shall be kept in hives with removable combs,
which shall be kept in good repair and usable condition. 

COMMENTARY: 

State Regulations: Per the Illinois Department of Agriculture, hives shall be registered with the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture and actively maintained in accordance with 510 ILCS 20/1 et seq., 
the Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act. 

24 

Case 014-AT-21, ZBA 07/29/21, Attachment B, Page 18 of 18



Champaign County 
De artment of 

Brookens Administrative 
Center 

1776 E. Washington Street 
Urbana, Illinois 61802 

(217) 384-3708
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us 
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning 

TO: Environment and Land Use Committee 

FROM: John Hall, Zoning Administrator 

DATE: April 26, 2021 

RE: Authorization for Public Hearing on Proposed Zoning Ordinance Text 
Amendment to Add Requirements for Beekeeping in Residential 
Districts 

BACKGROUND 

The Committee heard complaints about honeybees in residential subdivisions at the 
April 8, 2021, meeting and asked to review a proposed honeybee amendment at the 
May 6, 2021 meeting. The attached amendment is the same amendment as was 
previously reviewed by the Committee at the 11/05/20 meeting. 

ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT TIMELINE 

Text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance require a public hearing before the 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals (CCZBA). The end result of such a 
public hearing is a recommendation to ELUC and then ELUC must make a 
recommendation to the County Board. 

At this time, a public hearing on the proposed amendment would open at the CCBZA 
on July 15, 20201. The earliest that a recommendation from the CCZBA would likely 
come back to ELUC is September 9, 2021, and the earliest that the County Board could 
adopt the amendment would be November 18, 2021. 

ATTACHMENTS 
A ELUC Memorandum dated 10/23/20 with Attachments: 

A Comparison of Selected Beekeeping Ordinances 

B Ohio State Beekeepers Model Beekeeping Ordinance 

C Draft Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Zoning 
Ordinance 

D Draft Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Nuisance 
Ordinance 
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Attachment C. Draft Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance 

1. Add the following to Section 3. Definitions:

APIARY: The assembly of one or more COLONIES of HONEY BEES at a single 
location. 

BEEHIVE: The receptacle or box inhabited by a COLONY of HONEY BEES that is 
manufactured for that purpose. 

BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more COLONIES of HONEY BEES. 

BEEKEEPING: The keeping, raising, and management of one or more COLONIES of HONEY 
BEES. 

COLONY: A BEEHIVE and its equipment, the HONEY BEES, honey combs and honey, and 
the brood. 

HONEY BEE: All life stages and castes of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera 

species. 

NUCLEUS COLONY: A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual 
BEEHIVE box kept for a particular purpose such as queen management or pest 
management. A NUCLEUS COLONY shall not exceed one standard nine and five­
eights-inch deep ten-frame BEEHIVE body with no supers attached. 

SWARM: A group of HONEY BEES, usually calm and with a queen, that have left 
a hive to find a new home. 

2. Add footnote 23 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses and indicate footnote

23 for "AGRICULTURE" for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, as follows:

23. BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 DISTRICTS shall be authorized per the
requirements of Section 7 .8.

3. Add footnote 24 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses and indicate footnote

24 for "AGRICULTURE" for the R-4 and R-5 Districts, as follows:

24. BEEKEEPING is not an authorized USE in the R-4 and R-5 DISTRICTS.

1 
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Attachment C. Draft Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance 

(continued) 

4. Add Section 7.8 as follows:

7.8 BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 DISTRICTS 

A. In the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Residential Districts, BEEKEEPING shall be authorized only as
an ACCESSORY USE conducted by a member or members of the immediate FAMILY,
residing on the premises, and shall be authorized by a Zoning Use Permit in accordance
with Section 9 .1.2 of the Zoning Ordinance prior to establishment.

B. All BEEKEEPING shall be in compliance with the State of Illinois Bees and Apiaries
Act (510 ILCS 20/ 1 et. seq.) and all BEEHIVES and/ or NUCLEUS COLONY shall be
registered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture as follows:
1. A copy of the original Illinois Department of Agriculture Registration Certificate

shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of the Zoning
Compliance Certificate.

2. The BEEKEEPER shall provide the Zoning Administrator with any changes or
revisions to the Illinois Department of Agriculture Registration Certificate.

C. BEEKEEPING shall be in compliance with the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance.

D. Number of BEEHIVES allowed.
1. On a LOT with a LOT AREA of no more than 10,000 square feet, three

BEEHIVES shall be allowed. One NUCLEUS COLONY shall also be allowed
for each authorized BEEHIVE. Each NUCLEUS COLONY shall be moved,
disposed of, or combined with an authorized COLONY within 30 days after the
date it is acquired.

2. For each additional 10,000 square feet of LOT AREA one additional BEEHIVE
and one additional NUCLEUS COLONY shall be allowed. Each NUCLEUS
COLONY shall be moved, disposed of, or combined with an authorized
COLONY within 30 days after the date it is acquired.

3. If the BEEKEEPER serves the community by removing a SWARM or SWARMS
of HONEY BEES from locations where they are not desired, the BEEKEEPER
may temporarily house the SW ARM on the APIARY LOT in compliance with the
standards set out in this ordinance and the Nuisance Ordinance for no more than 3
months from the date acquired, in addition to the other COLONIES allowed under
this ordinance. One such SW ARM may be housed at a given time on the
APIARY LOT. The BEEKEEPER shall provide notice to the ZONING
ADMINISTRATOR when the SWARM is temporarily established on the
APIARY LOT and when the SW ARM has been relocated to another location
from the APIARY LOT.
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Attachment C. Draft Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance 

(continued) 

E. Location of BEEHIVE and/or NUCLEUS COLONY on the LOT.
1. Minimum separation to LOT LINE. A BEEHIVE and/or NUCLEUS COLONY

shall be located a minimum of30 feet from any STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY,
adjoining improved ALLEY, or easement for purposes of ingress or egress and a
minimum of 10 feet from all other LOT LINES.

2. Minimum separation to PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE. A BEEHIVE and/or
NUCLEUS COLONY shall be located a minimum of 30 feet from any existing
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE on any adjacent LOT and any ACCESSORY
STRUCTURE on any adjacent LOT such as a patio, gazebo, deck, swimming
pools, or permanently affixed play equipment, but not including garages or sheds.

3. All proposed BEEHIVES and NUCLEUS COLONIES shall be indicated on the
site plan for the Zoning Use Permit Application with dimensions to all LOT
LINES.

4. BEEHIVES may be replaced or changed over time without requiring a new
Zoning Use Permit.

F. Management practices
I. Fencing.

a. On a LOT with 40,000 square feet or less of LOT AREA, any BEEHIVE
or NUCLEUS COLONY shall be enclosed within a four-feet high fence or
wall with a self-latching gate.

b. The fence shall be at least three feet from any BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS
COLONY.

c. Any required fencing shall be indicated on the site plan for the Zoning Use
Permit Application.

2. Flyway barrier.
a. When any BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS COLONY is located less than 16 feet

from a LOT LINE there shall be a six-feet high flyway barrier (fence,
wall, or dense vegetation) that shall extend a minimum of 10 feet on each
side of the BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS COLONY entrance.

b. If dense vegetation is used the initial planting may be only 4 feet in
HEIGHT.

c. Any required flyway barrier shall be indicated on the site plan for the
Zoning Use Permit Application.
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This is the original proposed ordinance from the April 26, 2021 ELUC memo. 
The revised proposed amendment is at the end of Attachment K.
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Attachment D. Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance 

Add new defined terms in Section 2.0 as follows: 
BEEHIVE: The receptacle or box inhabited by a COLONY of HONEY BEES that is 

manufactured for that purpose. 

BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more COLONIES of HONEY BEES. 

BEEKEEPING: The keeping, raising, and management of one or more COLONIES of HONEY 
BEES. 

COLONY: An aggregate of HONEY BEES consisting principally of worker HONEY BEES, but 
having, when perfect, one queen HONEY BEE and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey. 

HONEY BEE: All life stages and castes of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera 
species. 

Add new Section 3.20. as follows: 

0. BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Zoning Districts as defined in the
Champaign County Zoning Ordinance and as mapped on the Champaign County
Zoning Map and that is conducted as follows:
1. BEEKEEPING that does not conform to Section 7.8 of the Champaign

County Zoning Ordinance.

2. BEEKEEPING with any wax comb or syrup for feeding HONEY BEES
or other material that might encourage robbing by other HONEY BEES
left open on the lot. Such materials shall be stored in a sealed insect-proof
container or placed within an insect-proof building.

3. BEEKEEPING which opens or disturbs HONEY BEE COLONIES when
neighbors or general public are participating in outside activities or using
machinery within 150 feet.

4. BEEHIVES left outside on a property without regular husbandry by a
BEEKEEPER.
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Comments received during the April 8, 2021 ELUC meeting (as listed in the meeting minutes) 
 
Mr. Thorsland read the letter from Sue Stimson into the record regarding the bee situation in Prairie 
View Subdivision. She is a friend of Mr. Bryson and has been stung by the bees multiple times while at 
his home. She has had so many bee stings she is now having bigger reactions and it is recommended she 
have an Epi-Pen. She has a heart issue, so an Epi-Pen is not an option. Retirement plans they had have 
needed to be changed because the neighbor can’t take care of her bees properly. 
 
Derald Seeds – had sent in a letter regarding the bee issue in their neighborhood and just wanted to be 
sure it was received and would appreciate any help from the committee. 
 
Barney Bryson – Mr. Bryson had sent in information on the bee issue. It’s been brought to his attention 
that other neighborhoods close by are now being affected by the bees. The beekeeper not properly 
caring for the bees is having a damaging effect on their neighbors. He restated all the issues they are 
having with the bees. 
 
Diane Koch – spoke to the bee issue. She has had issues with the bees around her bird feeders and bird 
baths. 
 
Joan Mathis – had sent a letter regarding the bee issue. She wanted to restate that they have lived there 
for 31 years and had not had a problem until after the beekeeper moved in. Feels that they are a 
residential area and not agricultural and the beehives are agricultural. 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 

Due By: 

Flag Status: 

John Hall 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 9:47 AM 

Susan Burgstrom 

FW: Bee Hives 

Follow up 

Monday, July 5, 2021 8:00 AM 

Flagged 

From: Leslie Reva <leslie revo@ymail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 9, 20219:41 AM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Bee Hives 

RECEIVED 
JUN O 9 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO P & Z DEPARTMENT 

I Do NOT support the posted ordinance to restrict bee hives that can be maintained on residential properties!!!! 

I don't understand why more people don't realize it without the bees then the human race will be wiped out 

themselves. There is no logical reason for a woman that mandates a bee farm to have to be taken away from everything 

she loves and believes in because of one man. A man who is deliberately making lewd acts, just long enough for this 

woman to see him. If this man is disrespecting, and putting down this woman because of something she loves, or 

something that she's spent a long time on, then why should she be the one to suffer. You know, I know, and pretty much 

everyone knows(even children) that bees are extremely important. This woman has taken her time tending her colony 

of bees, which by the way is a lot of work. She is also growing plants for the bees. Letting someone who is degrading 

people because he isn't getting what he wants, isn't the man that should have any say in this situation, is he going to try 

and kill the rest of the bees that come to his property??? Before your final decision, Please understand, this woman isn't 

hurting anyone, she's minding her own business doing the things she loves and also BENEFITING the planet which we all 

call home. 

Sent from Yahoo for iPhone 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: Lori Busboom 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 8:06 AM 

John Hall; Susan Burgstrom 

FW: opposition to beekeeping restrictions RE c E IVE D 
From: Leslie McClintock <lesliemcclin@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 20218:47 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: opposition to beekeeping restrictions 

JUN 2 3 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. P & Z DEPARTMENT 

I understand that the county board is considering regulating beekeeping through an amendment to the zoning 
ordinance. I am strongly opposed to the amendment which entails restrictions that would make it difficult and 
expensive for everyday people to participate in the beneficial activity of keeping bees. The decline of 
pollinators in our environment is becoming a crisis, and we should do all we can to support and encourage 
beekeeping in our county. At a minimum, the board should listen to the advice of knowledgeable entomologists 
before deciding on and initiating restrictions that may not be necessary or advisable. 

Thank you, 
Leslie and Rob McClintock 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

John Hall 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 1 :35 PM 

Susan Burgstrom 

FW: Backyard Beekeepers 

From: Cassi Pearson <cassi.pearson2010@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 1:29 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Backyard Beekeepers 

Hello, 

RECEIVED 
JUN 2 4 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. P & Z DEPARTMENT 

I am opposed to the amendment to restrict backyard beekeepers in unincorporated areas of Champaign County. Bees 

are so important for our ecosystem and those who keep bees are trying to make the planet a better place for all. I 

would think that beekeepers live in unincorporated areas for that reason. So they can have their bees. 

Thank you 

Cassandra Pearson 
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Susan Burgstrom

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

John Hall 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 1 :36 PM 

Susan Burgstrom 

FW: Honeybees 

From: Kiddoo, Diane K <kiddoo@illinois.edu> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 10:05 AM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Honeybees 

To whom it may concern, 

RECE IVED 
JUN 2 4 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. P & Z DEPARTMENT 

I strongly believe that amending the zoning ordinance to require fencing with self-closing gates around be hives will 

make it difficult for the average home beekeeper to have colonies in their yards. I believe that this is driven by fear more 

than fact and that educating those involved in what is driving this would be the appropriate route to take. Education and 

understanding will take the fear out of it. I have been keeping bees in my yard for nearly 8 years with no issues for my 

neighbors. Pollinators need all the help they can get lets not put any road blocks in the way of these good stewards 

potentially making less people have hives in their back yards. Thank you for your help with this. 

Diane Kiddoo 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Lori Busboom 

Thursday, July 1, 2021 2:03 PM 

John Hall; Susan Burgstrom 
FW: Beekeeping ordinance 

From: Angela Arnott <aarnott1984@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, July 1, 2021 1:40 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Beekeeping ordinance 

To whom it may concern, 

RECEIVED 
JUL O 1 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. p & z DEPARTMENT 

I strongly oppose any regulations that are to be considered against beekeeping in Champaign County. The western 

honey bee is responsible for pollinating many of the crops grown here in central Illinois and populations of honey bees 

are in decline. Honeybees also make a large portion of the available pollinators in our area. 

Beekeepers strive to contribute to the healthy population of honeybees, which in turn have irreplaceable benefits for 

our local community. 

The benefits to the residents of Champaign County include, healthy food crops, jobs, and product. One example that 

immediately comes to mind is Curtis Orchard. Their beekeepers' honey bees pollinate their apple trees and provide high 

quality honey, this business alone provides many jobs, activities for the community, and high quality produce. Other 

hobbyist beekeepers provide pollination wherever the bees may travel, such as backyard gardens and corn, soy bean, 

and other crop fields for local farmers. Because honeybees do not travel more than 5 miles and just an average of 1 mile 

from the hive, it takes many beekeepers and wild hives to provide the pollination needed to keep our plant life healthy 

and thriving. 

Please make sure to visit local resources for information on the importance of honeybees and the role beekeeping 

provides. An excellent resource to consider is the University of Illinois Pollinatarium's website, which provides 

beekeeping courses for local residents in our county and conducts research involving honeybees. I'll provide links below 

to pollinator information through their website. Thank you in advance for taking the time to carefully consider this 

decision. 

https://www.life.illinois.edu/pollinatorweek/crisis.html 

https://www.life.illinois.edu/pollinatorweek/info.html 

1 

Case 014-AT-21, ZBA 07/29/21, Attachment F, Page 5 of 39



Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Lori Busboom 

Thursday, July 1, 2021 1 :10 PM 

Susan Burgstrom 

FW: Bee Keeping Ordinance 

From: Christopher Arnott <carnott1986@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, July 1, 202112:56 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Bee Keeping Ordinance 

RECEIVED 
JUL O 1 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. P & Z DEPARTMENT 

I would like to express my displeasure and adamant opposition to the proposed bee keeping ordinance. I live in 

Mahomet and believe the county should be as pollinator friendly as possible. The agricultural industry has devastated 

the pollinator population and we as a county need to encourage the repopulation of pollinators. I believe this ordinance 

is not in line with those values and is a detriment to future generations of Champaign County residents. 

Chris Arnott 

Mahomet IL 

570-708-4856 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Lori Busboom 

Friday, July 2, 2021 5:12 AM 

John Hall; Susan Burgstrom 

Fwd: Backyard beekeeping 

From: Barbra Bleier <barbra.c.bleier@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, July 1, 2021 7:48:15 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Backyard beekeeping 

Hello 

RECEIVED 
JUL O 2 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CU : ' ,\ / i1i::PARTMENT 

I would like to voice my opinion regarding regulating backyard bee keeping in champaign county. I oppose it and feel 

that bees are a necessary part of our neighborhood ecosystem. They pollinate back yard gardeners attempts at growing 

their own food. I am one of those back yard gardeners. The bees are so essential for my small little plot. I strongly 

disagree with any regulation regarding backyard bee keeping. Our world's insect population is already dwindling, why 

accelerate it even further? 

Respectfully, 

-Barbra Bleier 

1 

Case 014-AT-21, ZBA 07/29/21, Attachment F, Page 7 of 39



Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Lori Busboom 

Sunday, July 4, 2021 11 :28 AM 

Susan Burgstrom; John Hall 

Fwd: Bees 

From: Stephen Dolan <rrsdolan@gmail.com> 

Sent: Sunday, July 4, 202112:34:29 PM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Bees 

Hi, 

RECEI\/ED 
JUL O 6 2021 

CHAMPAIGN CO. F ,'3. Z DEPARTMENT 

I oppose the proposed amendment enumerating restrictions on beekeeping in Champaign County. 

Stephen Dolan 

1 
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Susan Burgstrom 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Lori Busboom 

Friday, July 16, 2021 5:27 AM 

Susan Burgstrom; John Hall 

Subject: Fwd: Bee Keeping Amendment Proposal 

From: Chris Graham <ladyhawke65@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Friday, July 16, 2021 5:23:21 AM 

To: zoningdept <zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us> 

Subject: Bee Keeping Amendment Proposal 

Champaign County Board: 

I am a bee keeper in Champaign County. 

I am astounded by the number of reported bee stings in a community in regard to the request for the amendment to 

change bee keeping rules in this county. I have never been stung when it hasn't been my fault. I was throwing clumps of 

dirt, and threw one in the path of a bee who flew around and smacked me in the head - not stung - but smacked as if to 

say stop that you idiot. We mow within inches of the hives and have never gotten stung doing so. I have been flown 

into by a bee focused on her mission but never stung on those occasions. 

Wasps wantonly sting- even if you just look at them cross-eyed and they sting repeatedly I think for fun. Bees, who's 

driving force is to collect pollen and nectar for their hive, give warnings if possible, and do not want to sting because 

they lose their stinger and die. They will sting to defend themselves -but then die- and they sting to protect their 

home. The males cannot even sting. 

The picture of bees in the snow is incredulous. The lowest temperature that they can fly in is 50 degrees - below that 

their muscles freeze up. I have seen bees try to come out of the hive on a winter day due to a disturbance, and drop 

like a rock 3 inches or so from the hive. Bees do come out in the winter on a 50 degree sunny day to defecate (poop) 

they don't have toilets and do not poop in their hive. When they come out they do not dawdle they quickly return to 

their warm hive. 

In regard to a 4 foot fence with latch around the hives: A fence will not stop bees - they will fly on average, 2 miles, and 

they fly up into tall trees to get their pollen and nectar. The latch will not keep out raccoons. Any person who opens a 

bee hive to steal a jar of honey will discover the bees do not put it into jars and will protect their home like many 

animals will, including humans. I think that person will not do it a second time, which is good because theft is a crime, 

and that person has been punished for his attempted crime. 

Although bees keep their inside hive temperature at 95 degrees, if their hives are warmer they have to hang around 

outside and fan it with their wings wasting energy and resources that they could use in their quest for food and 

household chores. A 4 foot tall wall denies them access to winds and breezes. Kind of like us living in a house with the 

windows closed on a 95 degree day and no air conditioner. S9unds like abuse to me. 

Bees will fly up to 2 miles on average to find pollen I do not think any bee keeper will place hives near a community 

path or sidewalk so as not to add stress to his bees but also stress to him when working with his bee hives - I doubt 

anyone needs a gawking passersby. 

1 
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Proposed Regulated Beekeeping Areas in Unincorporated Champaign County
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Restricted beekeeping area (R-1, R-2, R-3 Districts)

Prohibited beekeeping area (R-4, R-5 Districts)

4,262 acres (0.72%) of unincorporated area

820 acres (0.14%) of unincorporated area
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Attachment I: LRMP Goals, Objectives and Policies 

can be found online at: http://www.co.champaign.il.us/CountyBoard/meetings_ZBA.php 
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Attachment J. Beekeeping Amendment to the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance 

1. Add new defined terms in Section 2.0 as follows:

BEEHIVE: The receptacle or box inhabited by a COLONY of HONEY BEES that is
manufactured for that purpose.

BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more COLONIES of HONEY
BEES.

BEEKEEPING: The keeping, raising, and management of one or more COLONIES of
HONEY BEES.

COLONY: An aggregate of HONEY BEES consisting principally of worker HONEY
BEES, but having, when perfect, one queen HONEY BEE and at times drones, brood,
combs, and honey.

HONEY BEE: All life stages and castes of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera
species.

2. Add new Section 3.2 O. as follows:

O. BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Zoning Districts as defined in the
Champaign County Zoning Ordinance and as mapped on the Champaign County
Zoning Map and that is conducted as follows:

1. BEEKEEPING that does not conform to Section 7.8 of the Champaign
County Zoning Ordinance.

2. BEEKEEPING with any wax comb or syrup for feeding HONEY BEES or
other material that might encourage robbing by other HONEY BEES left
open on the lot. Such materials shall be stored in a sealed insect-proof
container or placed within an insect-proof building.

3. BEEKEEPING which opens or disturbs HONEY BEE COLONIES when
neighbors or general public are participating in outside activities or using
machinery within 150 feet.

4. BEEHIVES left outside on a property without regular husbandry by a
BEEKEEPER.
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT 

014-AT-21

FINDING OF FACT 
AND FINAL DETERMINATION 

of 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals 

Final Determination: {RECOMMEND ENACTMENT/RECOMMEND DENIAL} 

Date: {July 29, 2021} 

Petitioner: Zoning Administrator 

Request: Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
1. Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”,

“beekeeping”, “honey bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms.

2. Add footnote 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for
“AGRICULTURE” for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, that indicates
that beekeeping shall be authorized per the requirements of Section 7.8.

3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for
“AGRICULTURE” for the R-4 and R-5 Districts, that indicates that
beekeeping is not an authorized USE in the R-4 and R-5 DISTRICTS.

4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, with
new requirements including but not limited to the following:
A.  Beekeeping shall be authorized only as a home occupation and shall

be authorized by a Zoning Use Permit.

B.  All beekeeping shall be in compliance with the State of Illinois Bees
and Apiaries Act and all beehives and/ or nucleus colony shall be
registered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture

C. Beekeeping shall be in compliance with the Champaign County
Nuisance Ordinance.

D. Add a limit on the number of beehives that may be kept on a lot
based on the area of the lot as follows:
(1)  On a lot with no more than 10,000 square feet of area there shall

be no more than three beehives and for each additional 10,000
square feet of lot area there may be one additional beehive; and

(2) One nucleus colony shall be allowed for each authorized beehive
provided that the nucleus colony is moved or combined with an
authorized colony within 30 days; and
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(3)  Allow temporary housing of one swarm of honey bees for no 

more than 3 months from the date acquired, subject to notifying 
the Zoning Administrator.   

 
E.  Add a minimum required separation between any beehive and/or 

nucleus colony and a lot line of 10 feet and 30 feet to any street right 
of way, improved alley, or access easement, and 30 feet to any 
structure on any adjacent lot. 

 
F.  Add requirements for management practices as follows: 

(1) Add a requirement that any beehive and/or nucleus colony on 
any lot with 40,000 square feet or less lot area to be enclosed by a 
four-feet high fence or wall with a self-latching gate.   

 
(2) Add a requirement for a minimum six-feet high flyway barrier 

for any beehive and/ or nucleus colony located less than 16 feet 
from a lot line and require the flyway barrier to extend a 
minimum of 10 feet on each side of the beehive and/ or nucleus 
colony. 

 
(3) Add a requirement for a minimum of two sources of water to be 

continuously available in the apiary when honey bees are active 
outside a beehive.  Each required water source shall be no further 
from a beehive or nucleus colony than one-half the distance to 
any other possible water source on any adjacent lot and shall 
allow honey bee access to water by landing on a hard surface. 

 
G. Add a requirement that any BEEKEEPING that exceeds any of the 

standards in paragraphs 7.8 D. through F. may be authorized by 
SPECIAL USE Permit. 

 
5.   Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit 

Application Fee to establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 
Districts. 
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FINDING OF FACT 
 
From the documents of record and the testimony and exhibits received at the public hearing conducted on 
July 29, 2021, the Zoning Board of Appeals of Champaign County finds that: 
 
1. The petitioner is the Zoning Administrator. 
 
2. The proposed amendment is intended to establish the requirements for the keeping of honey bees in 

residential areas. 
 
3. Municipalities with zoning and townships with planning commissions have protest rights on all text 

amendments and they are notified of such cases. 
 
SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
4. The proposed amendment is attached to this Finding of Fact as it will appear in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  
  
GENERALLY REGARDING THE LRMP GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES 
 
5. The Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP) was adopted by the County 

Board on April 22, 2010. The LRMP Goals, Objectives, and Policies were drafted through an 
inclusive and public process that produced a set of ten goals, 42 objectives, and 100 policies, which 
are currently the only guidance for amendments to the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, as 
follows: 
A. The Purpose Statement of the LRMP Goals, Objectives, and Policies is as follows: 

 
“It is the purpose of this plan to encourage municipalities and the County to protect the land, 
air, water, natural resources and environment of the County and to encourage the use of such 
resources in a manner which is socially and economically desirable. The Goals, Objectives 
and Policies necessary to achieve this purpose are as follows:…” 

 
B. The LRMP defines Goals, Objectives, and Policies as follows: 

(1) Goal: an ideal future condition to which the community aspires 
(2) Objective: a tangible, measurable outcome leading to the achievement of a goal 
(3) Policy: a statement of actions or requirements judged to be necessary to achieve 

goals and objectives 
 

C. The Background given with the LRMP Goals, Objectives, and Policies further states, “Three 
documents, the County Land Use Goals and Policies adopted in 1977, and two sets of Land 
Use Regulatory Policies, dated 2001 and 2005, were built upon, updated, and consolidated 
into the LRMP Goals, Objectives and Policies. 

 
REGARDING LRMP GOALS 
 
6. LRMP Goal 1 is entitled “Planning and Public Involvement” and states that as follows: 
 

Champaign County will attain a system of land resource management planning built 
on broad public involvement that supports effective decision making by the County.   

 
Goal 1 has 4 objectives and 4 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 1. 
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7. LRMP Goal 2 is entitled “Governmental Coordination” and states as follows: 
 

Champaign County will collaboratively formulate land resource and development 
policy with other units of government in areas of overlapping land use planning 
jurisdiction.   
 

Goal 2 has two objectives and three policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 2.   

  
8. LRMP Goal 3 is entitled “Prosperity” and states as follows: 

 
Champaign County will encourage economic growth and development to ensure 
prosperity for its residents and the region.   

 
Goal 3 has three objectives and no policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 3.   

 
9. LRMP Goal 4 is entitled “Agriculture” and states as follows: 

 
Champaign County will protect the long-term viability of agriculture in Champaign 
County and its land resource base.  

 
Goal 4 has 9 objectives and 22 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 4.   

 
10. LRMP Goal 5 is entitled “Urban Land Use” and states as follows: 
 

Champaign County will encourage urban development that is compact and contiguous 
to existing cities, villages, and existing unincorporated settlements.  

 
Goal 5 has 3 objectives and 15 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 5.   
 

11. LRMP Goal 6 is entitled “Public Health and Safety” and states as follows: 
 

Champaign County will ensure protection of the public health and public safety in land 
resource management decisions.  

 
Goal 6 has 4 objectives and 7 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 6.   

 
12. LRMP Goal 7 is entitled “Transportation” and states as follows: 
 

Champaign County will coordinate land use decisions in the unincorporated area with 
the existing and planned transportation infrastructure and services.   

 
Goal 7 has 2 objectives and 7 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 7. 
 

13. LRMP Goal 8 is entitled “Natural Resources” and states as follows: 
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Champaign County will strive to conserve and enhance the County’s landscape and 
natural resources and ensure their sustainable use.   

 
Goal 8 has 9 objectives and 36 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 8. 

 
14. LRMP Goal 9 is entitled “Energy Conservation” and states as follows: 

 
Champaign County will encourage energy conservation, efficiency, and the use of 
renewable energy sources. 

 
Goal 9 has 5 objectives and 5 policies. The proposed amendment will NOT IMPEDE the 
achievement of Goal 9. 
 

15. LRMP Goal 10 is entitled “Cultural Amenities” and states as follows: 
 

Champaign County will promote the development and preservation of cultural 
amenities that contribute to a high quality of life for its citizens.  

 
Goal 10 has 1 objective and 1 policy. Goal 10 will NOT IMPEDE the proposed amendment in 
general.  
 

REGARDING THE PURPOSE OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
 
16.  The proposed amendment will HELP ACHIEVE the purpose of the Zoning Ordinance as 

established in Section 2 of the Ordinance for the following reasons: 
A.  Paragraph 2.0 (a) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to secure adequate light, pure air, and 
safety from fire and other dangers. 

 
 The proposed amendment seeks to address complaints that improperly maintained bee 

colonies have created safety concerns from some neighbors in residential districts in the 
county. 

 
B.  Paragraph 2.0 (b) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to conserve the value of land, 
BUILDINGS, and STRUCTURES throughout the COUNTY.   

 
 The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 
 
C.  Paragraph 2.0 (c) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to lessen and avoid congestion in the 
public STREETS. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

   
D.  Paragraph 2.0 (d) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to lessen and avoid hazards to persons 
and damage to property resulting from the accumulation of runoff of storm or flood waters. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 
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E.  Paragraph 2.0 (e) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to promote the public health, safety, 
comfort, morals, and general welfare. 
 
A summary of comments and petitions regarding the proposed ordinance amendment can be 
found in Attachment C to Preliminary Memo #1 dated July 20, 2021. 

 
F.  Paragraph 2.0 (f) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to regulate and limit the height and bulk 
of BUILDINGS and STRUCTURES hereafter to be erected. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

 
G.  Paragraph 2.0 (g) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to establish, regulate, and limit the 
building or setback lines on or along any street, trafficway, drive or parkway. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

 
H.  Paragraph 2.0 (h) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to regulate and limit the intensity of the 
use of LOT areas, and regulating and determining the area of open spaces within and 
surrounding BUILDINGS and STRUCTURES. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

 
I.  Paragraph 2.0 (i) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to classify, regulate, and restrict the 
location of trades and industries and the location of BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, and land 
designed for specified industrial, residential, and other land USES. 

 
The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 

 
J.  Paragraph 2.0 (j) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to divide the entire County into 
DISTRICTS of such number, shape, area, and such different classes according to the USE of 
land, BUILDINGS, and STRUCTURES, intensity of the USE of LOT area, area of open 
spaces, and other classification as may be deemed best suited to carry out the purpose of the 
ordinance. 

 
The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 
 

K.  Paragraph 2.0 (k) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 
standards that have been adopted and established is to fix regulations and standards to which 
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, or USES therein shall conform. 

 
The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 

 
L. Paragraph 2.0 (l) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to prohibit USES, BUILDINGS, or 
STRUCTURES incompatible with the character of such DISTRICTS. 
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 The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 
 
M. Paragraph 2.0 (m) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to prevent additions to and alteration or 
remodeling of existing BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, or USES in such a way as to avoid 
the restrictions and limitations lawfully imposed under this ordinance. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

 
N. Paragraph 2.0 (n) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to protect the most productive 
agricultural lands from haphazard and unplanned intrusions of urban USES. 

 
The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 

 
O. Paragraph 2.0 (o) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to protect natural features such as 
forested areas and watercourses. 

  
 The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 
 
P. Paragraph 2.0 (p) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to encourage the compact development 
of urban areas to minimize the cost of development of public utilities and public 
transportation facilities. 

  
 The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose. 
 
Q. Paragraph 2.0 (q) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 

standards that have been adopted and established is to encourage the preservation of 
agricultural belts surrounding urban areas, to retain the agricultural nature of the County, 
and the individual character of existing communities. 

  
The proposed amendment is consistent with this purpose. 
 

R. Paragraph 2.0 (r) of the Ordinance states that one purpose of the zoning regulations and 
standards that have been adopted and established is to provide for the safe and efficient 
development of renewable energy sources in those parts of the COUNTY that are most 
suited to their development. 

  
 The proposed amendment is not directly related to this purpose.   

 
17. The proposed text amendment WILL improve the text of the Zoning Ordinance because it WILL 

provide:  
A. A classification which allows beekeeping on residential properties while establishing 

minimum requirements that ensure the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance will be met.  
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SUMMARY FINDING OF FACT   
 
From the documents of record and the testimony and exhibits received at the public hearing conducted on 
July 29, 2021, the Zoning Board of Appeals of Champaign County finds that: 
 
1.  The proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment WILL NOT IMPEDE the Land Resource 

Management Plan because: 
A.        The proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment WILL NOT IMPEDE the achievement of 

LRMP Goals 1 through 10.  
 

2. The proposed text amendment WILL improve the Zoning Ordinance because it will:  
A.  HELP ACHIEVE the purpose of the Zoning Ordinance (see Item 16). 
 
B. IMPROVE the text of the Zoning Ordinance (see Item 17). 
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DOCUMENTS OF RECORD 
 
1. Legal advertisement for Case 014-AT-21 
 
2. Preliminary Memorandum for Case 014-AT-21, with attachments: 

A Legal advertisement 
 
B         ELUC Memorandum dated September 28, 2020 
 
C ELUC Memorandum dated April 26, 2021 
 
D Public comments regarding problems with honey bees from the April 8, 2021 ELUC meeting 
 
E Public handouts and a petition requesting adoption of a honey bee amendment from the April 8, 

2021 ELUC meeting            
 
F Public comments received between the May 6, 2021 ELUC meeting and July 19, 2021 
 
G Example of petition sheets received the week of July 15, 2021  

(full signature pages of petitions can be found on ZBA meetings website) 
 

H Maps of Proposed Regulated Beekeeping Areas in unincorporated Champaign County created 
by P&Z Staff on July 12, 2021 

I Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP) Goals & Objectives (available on ZBA meetings website) 

J Proposed Nuisance Ordinance amendment (not subject to revision or approval by ZBA) 

K Preliminary Finding of Fact, Summary Finding of Fact, and Final Determination for Case 014-
AT-21 dated July 29, 2021, with attachment: 
• Full text of the proposed beekeeping amendment dated July 29, 2021 
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FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

Pursuant to the authority granted by Section 9.2 of the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals of Champaign County recommends that: 
 

The Zoning Ordinance Amendment requested in Case 014-AT-21 should {BE ENACTED / NOT 
BE ENACTED} by the County Board in the form attached hereto. 

 
The foregoing is an accurate and complete record of the Findings and Determination of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals of Champaign County. 
 

SIGNED: 
 
 
 

Ryan Elwell, Chair 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Secretary to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
 
Date 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
1.  Add the following to Section 3. Definitions: 
 

APIARY: The assembly of one or more COLONIES of HONEY BEES at a single location. 
 

BEEHIVE: The receptacle or box inhabited by a COLONY of HONEY BEES that is manufactured 
for that purpose. 

 
BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more COLONIES of HONEY BEES. 

 
BEEKEEPING: The keeping, raising, and management of one or more COLONIES of HONEY 

BEES.  
 

COLONY:  A BEEHIVE and its equipment, the HONEY BEES, honey combs and honey, and the 
brood.  

 
HONEY BEE: All life stages and castes of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera species. 

 
NUCLEUS COLONY:  A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual 

BEEHIVE box kept for a particular purpose such as queen management or 
pest management. A NUCLEUS COLONY shall not exceed one standard 
nine and five-eights-inch deep ten-frame BEEHIVE body with no supers 
attached. 

 
SWARM:  A group of HONEY BEES, usually calm and with a queen, that have left a hive to find a 

new home. 
 
2.  Add footnote 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses and indicate footnote 29 for 

“AGRICULTURE” for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, as follows: 
 

29. BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 DISTRICTS shall be authorized per the requirements 
of Section 7.8. 

 
3.  Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses and indicate footnote 30 for 

“AGRICULTURE” for the R-4 and R-5 Districts, as follows: 
 

30. BEEKEEPING is not an authorized USE in the R-4 and R-5 DISTRICTS.  
 

SECTION 5.2 TABLE OF AUTHORIZED PRINCIPAL USES 
Principal USES Zoning DISTRICTS 

 CR AG-1 AG-2 R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 B-1 B-2 B-3 B-4 B-5 I-1 I-2 

AGRICULTURE, including customary 
ACCESSORY USES    29 29 29 30 30        
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4.   Add Section 7.8 as follows: 
 

7.8  BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 DISTRICTS 
 

A.    In the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Residential Districts, BEEKEEPING shall be authorized only as a 
home occupation and subject to the requirements of Section 7.1.1 except where the 
requirements of this Section are in addition to or exceed the requirements of Section 7.1.1, 
and shall be authorized by a Zoning Use Permit in accordance with  Section 9.1.2 of the 
Zoning Ordinance prior to establishment. 

 
B.    All BEEKEEPING shall be in compliance with the State of Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act 

(510 ILCS 20/ 1 et. seq.) and all BEEHIVES and/ or NUCLEUS COLONY shall be 
registered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture as follows:   
1.   A copy of the original Illinois Department of Agriculture Registration Certificate 

shall be provided to the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of the Zoning 
Compliance Certificate.   

 
2.    The BEEKEEPER shall provide the Zoning Administrator with any changes or 

revisions to the Illinois Department of Agriculture Registration Certificate. 
 

C.   BEEKEEPING shall be in compliance with the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance. 
 

D.  Number of BEEHIVES allowed.  
1.    On a LOT with a LOT AREA of no more than 10,000 square feet, three BEEHIVES 

shall be allowed. One NUCLEUS COLONY shall also be allowed for each 
authorized BEEHIVE. Each NUCLEUS COLONY shall be moved, disposed of, or 
combined with an authorized COLONY within 30 days after the date it is acquired.   

 
2.    For each additional 10,000 square feet of LOT AREA one additional BEEHIVE and 

one additional NUCLEUS COLONY shall be allowed. Each NUCLEUS COLONY 
shall be moved, disposed of, or combined with an authorized COLONY within 30 
days after the date it is acquired.   

 
3. If the BEEKEEPER serves the community by removing a SWARM or SWARMS of 

HONEY BEES from locations where they are not desired, the BEEKEEPER may 
temporarily house the SWARM on the APIARY LOT in compliance with the 
standards set out in this ordinance and the Nuisance Ordinance for no more than 3 
months from the date acquired, in addition to the other COLONIES allowed under 
this ordinance.  One such SWARM may be housed at a given time on the APIARY 
LOT. The BEEKEEPER shall provide notice to the ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
when the SWARM is temporarily established on the APIARY LOT and when the 
SWARM has been relocated to another location from the APIARY LOT. 

 
E.    Location of BEEHIVE and/or NUCLEUS COLONY on the LOT. 

1.  Minimum separation to LOT LINE. A BEEHIVE and/or NUCLEUS COLONY shall 
be located a minimum of 30 feet from any STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY, adjoining 
improved ALLEY, or easement for purposes of ingress or egress and a minimum of 
10 feet from all other LOT LINES.   
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2.         Minimum separation to PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE. A BEEHIVE and/or 
NUCLEUS COLONY shall be located a minimum of 30 feet from any existing 
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE on any adjacent LOT and any ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURE on any adjacent LOT such as a patio, gazebo, deck, swimming pools, 
or permanently affixed play equipment, but not including garages or sheds.  

 
3. All proposed BEEHIVES and NUCLEUS COLONIES shall be indicated on the site 

plan for the Zoning Use Permit Application with dimensions to all LOT LINES. 
 

4.  BEEHIVES may be replaced or changed over time without requiring a new Zoning 
Use Permit. 

 
F. Management practices 

1.   Fencing.  
a.  On a LOT with 40,000 square feet or less of LOT AREA, any BEEHIVE or 

NUCLEUS COLONY shall be enclosed within a four-feet high fence or wall 
with a self-latching gate.   

 
b.  The fence shall be at least three feet from any BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS 

COLONY.  
 

c.  Any required fencing shall be indicated on the site plan for the Zoning Use 
Permit Application. 

 
2.    Flyway barrier.  

a.   When any BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS COLONY is located less than 16 feet 
from a LOT LINE there shall be a six-feet high flyway barrier (fence, wall, or 
dense vegetation) that shall extend a minimum of 10 feet on each side of the 
BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS COLONY entrance.  

 
b.  If dense vegetation is used the initial planting may be only 4 feet in HEIGHT.  

 
c.  Any required flyway barrier shall be indicated on the site plan for the Zoning 

Use Permit Application. 
 

3.   Water supply. 
a.   Two sources of water shall be continuously available to the APIARY and 

shall be located no further from a BEEHIVE or NUCLEUS COLONY than 
one-half the distance to any other possible water source on any adjacent LOT. 

 
b.    Water sources shall be continuously available from April 1 to November 30 

and all days in which temperatures exceed 55 degrees for three consecutive 
days.  

 
c.    Each water source shall be designed to allow HONEY BEES to access water 

by landing on a hard surface. 
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d.   All required water sources shall be indicated on the site plan for the Zoning 

Use Permit Application.  The type of water source including the type of hard 
surface to be provided shall be noted on the site plan.  

 
e.  Water sources may be replaced or changed over time without requiring a new 

Zoning Use Permit, but any required water sources shall be equivalent to the 
water sources indicated on the original approved site plan. 

 
G. Any BEEKEEPING that exceeds any of the standards in paragraphs 7.8 D. through F. may 

be authorized by SPECIAL USE Permit. 
 
5.   Add Section 9.3.1 G.6. adding Zoning Use Permit fee as follows: 
 

6.  Change of Use to establish BEEKEEPING in the R-1, R-2, or R-3 District: $33 
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