
CASE 086-AT-23 
SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORANDUM #4 
MAY 25, 2023 
 

Petitioner:  Zoning Administrator 
 

Request:   Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance as follows in order to ensure 
compliance with Public Act 102-1123: 
1.   Add the following definitions to Section 3.0 Definitions: FACILITY 

OWNER, NON-PARTICIPATING PROPERTY, OCCUPIED 
COMMUNITY BUILDING, PARTICIPATING PROPERTY. 

 
2. Revise the following definitions in Section 3.0 Definitions: 

PARTICIPATING DWELLING, NON-PARTICIPATING DWELLING, 
COMMUNITY PV SOLAR FARM 

 
3. Revise Section 6.1.4 WIND FARM SPECIAL USE PERMIT to establish an 

effective date for regulating previously authorized WIND FARMS. 
 
4. Add new Section 6.1.5 PROPOSED WIND FARM SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

to establish regulations applicable after an effective date for proposed WIND 
FARMS, including but not limited to: 
a. Establish a separation from each WIND FARM TOWER of 1.1 times the 

maximum blade tip height to the nearest PARTICIPATING 
DWELLING, to the center point of a public street right-of-way, to the 
nearest non-participating property line, and to third-party transmission 
lines. 

b. Establish a separation from each WIND FARM TOWER of 2.1 times the 
maximum blade tip height to the nearest NON-PARTICIPATING 
DWELLING or OCCUPIED COMMUNITY BUILDING, and to the 
nearest point on the property line of fish and wildlife areas and Illinois 
Nature Preserve Commission protected lands. 

c. Establish that the total WIND FARM TOWER HEIGHT (measured to 
the tip of the highest rotor blade) must receive a Determination of No 
Hazard to Air Navigation by the Federal Aviation Administration under 
14 CFR Part 77. 

d. Establish that the financial assurance for WIND FARMS will be based 
on the requirements in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement but 
will be required to be an Escrow Account.  

e. Add other new standard conditions consistent with Public Act 102-1123.  
 

5. Renumber existing Section 6.1.5 to new Section 6.1.6 PHOTOVOLTAIC 
(PV) SOLAR FARM and establish an effective date for regulating previously 
authorized PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR FARMS. 

 
6. Add new Section 6.1.7 PROPOSED PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR 

FARM to establish regulations applicable after an effective date for proposed 
PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR FARMS, including but not limited to: 
a. Establish a separation of 50 feet between the PV SOLAR FARM fencing 

and the street centerline. 
b. Establish a separation of 50 feet between the nearest edge of any 

component of the PV SOLAR FARM and the nearest point on the 
property line of the non-participating property. 

c. Establish a separation of 150 feet from the nearest edge of any 
component of the PV SOLAR FARM and the nearest point on the 
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outside wall of an OCCUPIED COMMUNITY BUILDING or NON-
PARTICIPATING DWELLING. 

d. Establish that the financial assurance for PV SOLAR FARMS will be 
based on the requirements in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation 
Agreement.  

e. Add other new standard conditions consistent with Public Act 102-1123. 
 

Location:  Unincorporated Champaign County 
 
Time Schedule for Development:  As soon as possible     
 
Prepared by:  Susan Burgstrom, Senior Planner 

       John Hall, Zoning Administrator 
 

 

STATUS 
 
Attachment B is an email from Ted Hartke received May 23, 2023. He also included the proposed text 
amendment from Ford County regarding Public Act 102-1123.  
 
Attachment C is an email from Ted Hartke received May 24, 2023. He attached the 2023 version of the 
wind farm Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) from the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. The 2022 version was distributed to the Board in the Preliminary Memorandum dated 
March 22, 2023. Staff found that there is no difference in the wording between the 2022 and the 2023 
versions. 
 
Attachment D is an email from Ted Hartke received May 24, 2023 regarding ice throw from wind 
turbines. 
 
ADDITIONAL TEXT PROPOSED 
 
P&Z Staff propose adding a statement at the end of sections 6.1.5 and 6.1.7 of the proposed text 
amendment as follows: 

 
New 6.1.5 W. 
Should the Illinois Supreme Court find P.A. 102-1123 invalid or should an Illinois Appellate Court 
find P.A. 102-1123 invalid, and that declaration is not appealed to the Illinois Supreme Court or the 
Illinois Supreme Court declines to hear an appeal of the Appellate Court’s finding and no public 
hearing for a proposed WIND FARM has begun, the text of this amendment shall be stricken and the 
text adopted by the Champaign County Board on August 18, 2022 shall be reinstated and shall 
govern WIND FARMS in Champaign County.  
 
New 6.1.7 X. 
Should the Illinois Supreme Court find P.A. 102-1123 invalid or should an Illinois Appellate Court 
find P.A. 102-1123 invalid, and that declaration is not appealed to the Illinois Supreme Court or the 
Illinois Supreme Court declines to hear an appeal of the Appellate Court’s finding and no public 
hearing for a proposed PV SOLAR FARM has begun, the text of this amendment shall be stricken 
and the text adopted by the Champaign County Board on August 18, 2022 shall be reinstated and 
shall govern PV SOLAR FARMS in Champaign County.  
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Staff also propose adding a new section 6.1.5 N. regarding ice throw and renumbering all sections after 
that. 
 

New 6.1.5 N. Ice Throw 
1. As part of the Special Use Permit Application, the Applicant shall provide a current risk 

level assessment of ice fall and ice throw for the current turbine model to be used and 
includes public roads and parts of non-participating properties used for residential 
purposes and for other structures. The methodology shall be equivalent to that in the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) Wind Technology Collaboration Programme (TCP) 
Task 19 Technical Report International Recommendations for Ice Fall and Ice Throw 
Risk Assessments dated April 2022.  

 
2. If the risk of ice fall and ice throw is above 10-5 (1/100,000) it shall be considered 

unacceptable and extensive risk reduction measures (e.g., relocation or change of turbine 
specifications or temporarily shutting down the turbine) shall be taken by the WIND 
FARM developer. The property owner can waive this requirement. Signed written 
waivers must be presented with the application for a Zoning Use Permit. 

 
3. If a non-participating structure is built within a distance from a WIND FARM TOWER 

of 1.5 times the height of the WIND FARM TOWER after the Special Use PERMIT 
approval, the WIND FARM developer shall mitigate ice fall and/or ice throw that could 
potentially impact the structure and the immediate surrounding area within 100 feet of 
the structure. 

 
Also regarding ice throw, Staff propose adding new Footnote 16 to Section 5.3 as follows: 
 

New Section 5.3 footnote 16, for all Zoning Districts allowing single-family residences 
16. The Zoning Administrator shall notify applicants for Zoning Use Permits proposing 

development within a distance from a WIND FARM TOWER equal to 1.5 times the 
height of the WIND FARM TOWER that there is a risk of ice throw and other 
incompatibilities with the WIND FARM TOWER and that the WIND FARM developer 
is required to mitigate the risks of ice throw for that structure and the immediately 
surrounding area within 100 feet of the structure. The Department of Planning & Zoning 
shall also notify applicants for Zoning Use Permits proposing development within a 
distance from a WIND FARM TOWER of between 1.5 and 2.1 times the height of the 
WIND FARM TOWER that there is a risk of incompatibilities with the WIND 
TURBINE. 

 
There were two different sources that referred to a distance from a tower equal to 1.5 times the height of 
the tower being a safe distance from ice throw. These are listed as Attachments E and F and can be 
found on the ZBA meetings website.  
 
Attachment G is the Task 19 Technical Report listed above. Attachment H is a fact sheet on icing and 
wind energy systems. Both can be found on the ZBA meetings website. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
A Legal advertisement 
 
B Email from Ted Hartke received May 23, 2023, with attachment:  

 Ford County proposed text amendment regarding Public Act 102-1123 
 
C Email from Ted Hartke received May 24, 2023, with attachment:  

 Illinois Department of Agriculture 2023 Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement template 
 
D Email from Ted Hartke received May 24, 2023 regarding ice throw 
 
E Ice throw from wind turbines: assessment and risk management. National Wind Watch, January 

6, 2023 (on ZBA meetings website) 
https://www.wind-watch.org/documents/ice-throw-from-wind-turbines-assessment-and-risk-
management/ 

 
F Ice shedding and ice throw – risk and mitigation. GE Energy, April 2006.  
 (on ZBA meetings website) 

https://www.ge.com/content.dam/gepower-new/global/en_US/downloads/gas-new-
site/resources/reference/ger-4262-ice-shedding-ice-throw-risk-mitigation.pdf 

 
G International Energy Agency (IEA) Wind Technology Collaboration Programme (TCP) Task 19 

Technical Report International Recommendations for Ice Fall and Ice Throw Risk Assessments 
dated April 2022. (on ZBA meetings website) 

 
H Fact sheet: Icing and wind energy systems. Center for Rural Affairs, 2019. 

(on ZBA meetings website) 
https://www.cfra.org/sites/default/files/publications/icing-and-wind-energy-systems.pdf 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN REGARD TO AN AMENDMENT TO THE TEXT OF 
THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

CASE 086-AT-23 

The Champaign County Zoning Administrator, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, has filed a 
petition to amend the text of the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance. The petition is on file in the 
office of the Champaign County Department of Planning and Zoning, 1776 East Washington Street, 
Urbana, IL. 

A public hearing will be held Thursday, March 30, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. prevailing time in the Shields-
Carter Meeting Room, Brookens Administrative Center, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, IL, at 
which time and place the Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals will consider a petition for the 
following: 

Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance as follows in order to ensure compliance with 
Public Act 102-1123: 

1. Add the following definitions to Section 3.0 Definitions: FACILITY OWNER, NON-
PARTICIPATING PROPERTY, OCCUPIED COMMUNITY BUILDING,
PARTICIPATING PROPERTY.

2. Revise the following definitions in Section 3.0 Definitions: PARTICIPATING
DWELLING, NON-PARTICIPATING DWELLING, COMMUNITY PV SOLAR FARM

3. Revise Section 6.1.4 WIND FARM SPECIAL USE PERMIT to establish an effective date
for regulating previously authorized WIND FARMS.

4. Add new Section 6.1.5 PROPOSED WIND FARM SPECIAL USE PERMIT to establish
regulations applicable after an effective date for proposed WIND FARMS, including but
not limited to:
a. Establish a separation from each WIND FARM TOWER of 1.1 times the maximum

blade tip height to the nearest PARTICIPATING DWELLING, to the center point of a
public street right-of-way, to the nearest non-participating property line, and to third-
party transmission lines.

b. Establish a separation from each WIND FARM TOWER of 2.1 times the maximum
blade tip height to the nearest NON-PARTICIPATING DWELLING or OCCUPIED
COMMUNITY BUILDING, and to the nearest point on the property line of fish and
wildlife areas and Illinois Nature Preserve Commission protected lands.

c. Establish that the total WIND FARM TOWER HEIGHT (measured to the tip of the
highest rotor blade) must receive a Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation by
the Federal Aviation Administration under 14 CFR Part 77.

d. Establish that the financial assurance for WIND FARMS will be based on the
requirements in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement but will be required to be
an Escrow Account.

e. Add other new standard conditions consistent with Public Act 102-1123.
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5. Renumber existing Section 6.1.5 to new Section 6.1.6 PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR 
FARM and establish an effective date for regulating previously authorized 
PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR FARMS. 

 
6. Add new Section 6.1.7 PROPOSED PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR FARM to establish 

regulations applicable after an effective date for proposed PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR 
FARMS, including but not limited to: 
a. Establish a separation of 50 feet between the PV SOLAR FARM fencing and the street 

centerline. 
b. Establish a separation of 50 feet between the nearest edge of any component of the PV 

SOLAR FARM and the nearest point on the property line of the non-participating 
property. 

c. Establish a separation of 150 feet from the nearest edge of any component of the PV 
SOLAR FARM and the nearest point on the outside wall of an OCCUPIED 
COMMUNITY BUILDING or NON-PARTICIPATING DWELLING. 

d. Establish that the financial assurance for PV SOLAR FARMS will be based on the 
requirements in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement.  

e. Add other new standard conditions consistent with Public Act 102-1123.  
 
All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing and be heard. If you would like to submit 
comments or questions before the meeting, please call the P&Z Department at 217-384-3708 or email 
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us no later than 4:30 pm the day of the meeting. The hearing may be 
continued and reconvened at a later time. 
 
Ryan Elwell, Chair 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals 

TO BE PUBLISHED: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023, ONLY 
 
Send bill and one copy to: Champaign County Planning and Zoning Dept. 

Brookens Administrative Center 
1776 E. Washington Street 
Urbana, IL 61802 
Phone: 384-3708 

 
Our News Gazette account number is 99225860. 
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